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Interim Pastor’s Message 
 

Now greet the swiftly changing year 
with joy and penitence sincere. 
Rejoice, rejoice, with thanks embrace 
another year of grace. 
 
Christ’s love abundant far exceeds 
the volume of a whole year's needs. 
Rejoice, rejoice, with thanks embrace 
another year of grace. 
 
As we begin this new year, Downtown Church has much to rejoice in. After much hard 
work on the part of the Session, the Transition Team, the committees and teams, and 
the congregation itself, you were able to close out 2022 by electing a Pastor Nominating 
Committee!  
 
A great many of you, I know, have served on PNCs in the past, and so you know all too 
well the hard work and many, many hours that are involved in the search for a new 
pastor.  And whether you have had this experience or not, I know you can imagine the 
gift of time the PNC is giving to the congregation, and I know that you will have its 
members in your prayers in the months ahead.  
 
Of course, when we human beings are eagerly looking forward to something, it’s hard 
not to be impatient; it’s hard not to keep asking God, “Can you hurry things up a little, 
please?” But the Spirit of God moves in God’s own time, and so we must trust in God’s 
timing.  

Continued on next page. 



Continued from previous page. 
 
In the meantime, I offer you the words of another beloved hymn; may they strengthen 
your faith and encourage your hope in the coming year.  
 
God of our life, through all the circling years, 
we trust in you; 
in all the past, through all our hopes and fears, 
your hand we view. 
With each new day, when morning lifts the veil, 
we own your mercies, Lord, which never fail. 
 
God of the past, our times are in your hand; 
with us abide. 
Lead us by faith, to hope's true Promised Land;  
be now our guide. 
With you to bless, the darkness shines as light, 
and faith's fair vision changes into sight. 
 
God of the coming years, through paths unknown 
we follow you; 
when we are strong, Lord, leave us not alone; 
our faith renew. 
Be now for us in life our daily bread, 
our hearts’ true home when all our years have sped. 
 
Peace and all good, 
Laurie 
 

Thank you for  
Serving as Liturgist! 

 

If you are serving as part of the liturgist 
rotation and you are unable to serve on 
a certain Sunday, please contact one of 
the alternates to line up your own 
substitute. Then email the church 
secretary at 
office@downtownpresbyterian.org  
to let her know who will be serving in 
your place. Alternates/substitutes are: 
Susan Richane, Callie Babbitt, and  
Ed Saphar.  
If none of the alternates are available, 

please email worship@downtownpresbyterian.org  for assistance.   

1/1 David Lee 

1/8 Lea Kone 

1/15 Pat Tweet 

1/22 Nancy Brown 

1/29 John Williams 

mailto:office@downtownpresbyterian.org
mailto:worship@downtownpresbyterian.org


 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Leadership,   
 

We thank and welcome the following members into leadership positions in our 
congregation.  Thank you so much for agreeing to serve.   
 
ELDERS 
Class of 2023 
Ed Saphar (for 1 year) 
Class of 2024 
Bob Richane (for 2 years) 
Sally Allison (for 2 years) 
Class of 2025 
Sam King 
 
DEACONS 
Class of 2024 
Becky Parks (for 2 years) 
Class of 2025 
Jacque Hancock 
Robert Carlisle 
 
NOMINATING for 2023 
Lea Kone 
Jim Parks 
Cindy Hamilton 
Sue Richane 

PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee) 
John DeHority 
Mary Rees 
Doug Potter 
David Lee 
Pat Tweet 
 
And thank you to this year’s 
nominating team for their faithful 
work. 
Cori Rainbeaux 
Mary Rees 
Carol Samuel 
John Rumsey 
Lea Kone 
Jim Parks  
Joan Mackey  

 
 
 

Your Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC) 
 
We have begun our work.  We met with Anne Waasdorp our Committee on 
Ministry (COM) representative who gave us some training.   
 
We named John DeHority and Mary Rees as our co-chairs. We have begun work 
on the Ministry Information Form. 
 
John DeHority, Mary Rees, David Lee,  
Doug Potter, and Pat Tweet 
 

 



 

 

December, 2022 Session Notes 

• The Session unanimously approved a recommendation that 
Downtown United Presbyterian Church to become a Matthew 
25 congregation. Next steps: Brainstorming on an 
event(s)/meeting(s) to engage educate the congregation on 
this program and to determine which of the following areas 
we will focus upon: 

o Building congregational vitality by challenging people and congregations to 
deepen their faith and get actively and joyfully engaged with their 
community and the world.  

o Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting to break down the 
systems, practices and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice 
and oppression of people of color. 

o Eradicating systemic poverty by working to change laws, policies, plans and 
structures in our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of people 
who are poor. 

• Session approved the disbursal of 25% from the October PCUSA Peace offering to 
Playgrounds in Palestine. 

• Session authorized the purchase of a video meeting system to purchase and install 
hybrid equipment, 2 handheld wireless mics, and 1 lavalier mic.  All of the above is 
to stay in the Shaw Room to be used by Sunday Forum (and labeled as Sunday 
Forum’s equipment). Sunday Forum also asks to “permanently borrow” a wired 
microphone from A/V for the podium. This will allow both participants in the room, 
as well as online, to participate in meetings/events. 

•  

 
 
  
 

 

 

Do you wish to contribute to Downtown United Presbyterian Church? If so, click here to 
donate, or if you prefer, you can use the QR code to make your contribution to the church.  

 

  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/hosts-take-a-look-back-at-the-initial-year-for-the-pcusas-being-matthew-25/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/hosts-take-a-look-back-at-the-initial-year-for-the-pcusas-being-matthew-25/
https://playgroundsforpalestine.org/
https://playgroundsforpalestine.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/5999584


Happy Birthday to Those Born in January! 
 

 

Mary Bookout 
Amanda Doherty 

Gie Oey 
Baird King 

Doris VanVechten 
Meredith Sheils 

Marty St. Germaine 
Maggie Eckert 
Becky Parks 
Mary Rees 

                    Deanna Tiefenthal 

 

Bible Study will resume on Tuesday, January 3, 
via zoom at 10:30 AM – We will continue to alternate 
from the Book of Psalms, (we’re up to #91) and the 
weekly Lectionary, based on what Rev. Laurie will be 
reading the following Sunday.  The meeting lasts for 
one hour. 

 

Sophia Circle will meet on January 8 at 7 PM, via zoom. 
Topics for spiritual discussion are explored in a confidential 
setting, including individual check-ins, sharing prayerful 
moments, poetry or scripture. Conversations range from 
delving more deeply into a recent sermon, talking about 
societal transformation, or discussing events in each other's 
lives. 

 

Book Group will meet via zoom on January 20th at noon to discuss 
“Wholehearted Faith,” by Rachel Held Evans -- This book is for the 
doubter and the dreamer, the seeker and the sojourner, those who 
long for a sense of spiritual wholeness as well as those who have 
been hurt by the Church but can’t seem to let go of the story of 
Jesus. Through theological reflection and personal recollection, 
Rachel wrestles with God’s grace and love, looks unsparingly at what 
the Church is and does, and explores universal human questions 
about becoming and belonging. An unforgettable, moving, and 
intimate book.  (Review on Goodreads.com) 

  



 
Fun at the  

Advent Festival! 
 
We had such great fun on Sunday, December 4th 
at the DUPC Advent Festival!  It was wonderful 
to be together in person – making crafts, tying 

fleece blankets, decorating cookies, making secret Christmas gifts for parents, and 
shopping.  Thank you for all your contributions to BMISS, One World Goods, Jordan Heath 
Center (via the Angel Tree), and Family 
Promise!   
 
Wishing everyone a blessed Christmas, 
 
The Advent Festival Team 

 

 

  



 

 
Our big news this year is that 
the King and Laima Beck High 
School for girls is expanding 
from six classrooms to nine! 
“Build it and they will come,” is 
the belief of an anonymous 
donor who graciously 

contributed funds for the additional three classrooms. There is no other girls’ public 
school in the entire country. BMISS is very proud to contribute to the improvement in 
female literacy in South Sudan. Male literacy rate is 40.26% female literacy rate is 
28.86%. Ten years ago, the female literacy rate was just 10% 
 

 

 

  



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Many Thanks from One World Goods! 
 

We would like to say a big thank you to the 
congregations for their continued support of 
One World Goods at the Advent sale. Sales 
netted just over $750.  

All of the items you purchased will help our 
global neighbors provide food, shelter, health care and education for themselves and 
their families.  

We greatly appreciate your support of the mission of One World Goods. Come and visit 
the store at Pittsford Plaza for a wider range of products! 

Karen and John Hultz, 
and Elaine Johnson 
 
 
 
 

                    IT’S A BOY! 
 

Elias Shaheen was born November 25, 2022 at 
a whopping 9 lbs. 13 oz.  His 
length was over 22 inches!  
He now weighs in at over 11 
pounds and continues to 
thrive!  The pictures show 
this American born boy with 
his father, Abdullah, and of 
Elias hoping to get some 
sleep! 
 

Elias is part of a large group 
of Afghani refugees now living in Rochester.  Many of 
you donated new and used items before his birth.  The 
deacons provided a new bassinet, sheets and a small 
bath tub.  We hope to take up a collection at church 
with additional funds from the deacons so the family 
can purchase items they need.  

 

Thank you to Cindy Hamilton for staying in touch with this family and for taking the 
pictures. Permission to publish the pictures in our newsletter was obtained from 
Abdullah Shaheen. 
 
 
 



JANUARY 2023 

MEETING AND EVENTS 
Newsletters arrive the 1st of every month. 

Newsletter deadline is the 20th of every month. 
  
  
 Sunday, January 1, 2023  10:45AM Nursery 
      11:00AM Worship 
      11:15AM  Sunday School 
      12:00PM Coffee Hour in the Narthex 
      
 Monday, January 2, 2023  New Year’s Day observed – Building closed. 
        4:00PM PNC Meeting via Zoom 
 
 Tuesday, January 3, 2023  10:30AM Bible Study via Zoom 
 
 Thursday, January 5, 2023    4:15PM Worship Team meeting via Zoom 
 
  
  
  
 Sunday, January 8, 2023  10:00AM Choir Warm-up 
      10:45AM Nursery 
      11:00AM Worship 
      11:15AM  Sunday School 
      12:00PM Coffee Hour in the Narthex 
        7:00PM Sophia Circle via Zoom 
 
 Monday, January 9, 2023    4:00PM PNC Meeting via Zoom 
 
 Tuesday, January 10, 2023  10:30AM Bible Study via Zoom 
        6:30PM Deacons Mtg. via Zoom 
 
 Wednesday, January 11, 2023   7:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
 Thursday, January 12, 2023    9:30AM Personnel Meeting via Zoom 
        5:00PM Finance Team Meeting via Zoom 
 
   
  
  



  
 Sunday, January 15, 2023    9:50AM Sunday Forum 
      10:00AM Choir Warm-up 
      10:45AM Nursery 
      11:00AM Worship  
      11:15AM  Sunday School 
      12:00PM Coffee Hour in the Narthex 
 
 Monday, January 15, 2023  MLK Holiday observed – Building Closed 
       
 Tuesday, January 17, 2023  10:30AM Bible Study via Zoom 
 
 Wednesday, January 18, 2023   7:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
 Thursday, January 19, 2023    4:00PM PNC Meeting via Zoom 
       
 Friday, January 20, 2023  Newsletter Deadline 
      12:00PM Round Table Book Group Meeting  
        via Zoom 
       
 
 
  
 Sunday, January 22, 2023    9:50AM Sunday Forum 
      10:00AM Choir Warm-up 
      10:45AM Nursery 
      11:00AM Worship  
      11:15AM  Sunday School 
      12:00PM Coffee Hour in the Narthex 
 
 Monday, January 23, 2023    4:00PM PNC Meeting via Zoom 
 
 Tuesday, January 24, 2023  10:30AM Bible Study via Zoom 
 
 Wednesday, January 25, 2023   7:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
 Thursday, January 26, 2023    4:00PM PNC Meeting via Zoom 
 
 
 
   
  



 Sunday, January 29, 2023    9:50AM Sunday Forum 
      10:00AM Choir Warm-up 
      10:45AM Nursery 
      11:00AM Worship  
      11:15AM  Sunday School 
      12:00PM Coffee Hour in the Narthex 
 
 Monday, January 30, 2023    4:00PM PNC Meeting via Zoom 
 
 Tuesday, January 31, 2023  10:30AM Bible Study via Zoom 
 
 
  
 
  
 

Downtown United Presbyterian Church 
121 North Fitzhugh Street 

Rochester, New York 14614 
585-325-4000 

office@downtownpresbyterian.org 
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