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As I sit here with my cup of tea overlooking my Urban Sanctuary 

(my fenced in corner lot in the city near the Public Market that 

reminds me of growing up in the country), I find myself 

marveling at birth. 

Individuals. New days. Animals. Ideas. Institutions. Works of art. 
Each has its own birthing – or, in some cases, hatching – process. 
I’ve often thought that life is a series of those and that the trick is 
to figure out where we are in each sequence as it’s happening. 

Recently, on the occasion of my friend’s birthday I awoke singing a song I had written for my daughter 
to mark the occasion of her baptism. Carly was born in December, on the night of a full moon. And 
although we are an adoptive family, I was able to be at her birth. The song that I wrote captured what I 
have come to know about birthings and hatchings in general. It begins: On the night you were born, all 
the angels sang. There were diamonds that danced in the snow in the moonlight. On the night you were 
born, all the bells in heaven rang, saying, “Here’s your gift from God.” 

Whether thinking about Individuals, New days, Animals, Ideas, Institutions, Works of art, or Beloved 
Communities, each birthing-hatching-unfolding is a gift from God, and we are called to believe that God 
desires the best for us at all times. If we subscribe to that underlying truth, then we can begin to look 
for that “best” in every situation. 

We are the ones who ascribe meaning to the events in our lives. To someone passing by, my Urban 
Sanctuary may just be a long privacy fence blocking the view to an unkempt yard with overgrown flower 
beds and pieces of weathered wood and the sound of running water. To me it is an amalgam of where 
I grew up with a water fountain that reminds me of a wooded creek. Right now at church, we are engaged 
in a birthing – transforming – morphing process that takes both effort and rest. It will have the meaning 
that we ascribe to it – a breach that is never mended, or a bridge that is under construction. We can be 
trying to re-make ourselves into who we think we are supposed to be, or we can be sitting expectantly 
on the edge of our seats, barely able to contain our excitement to see who it is that Spirit is calling us to 
become.   

The choice is ours. We can do this … one day at a time … one breath at a time … one hope at a time 
… and one cup of tea at a time. 

With blessings of the Transforming Spirit, 

Pastor Deb 
The Reverend Deborah Fae Swift, Bridge Pastor 
 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord,  
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.  

- Jeremiah 29:11 – 



 

 

 

 

 

Join Us for Worship Every Sunday! 

You are just one click away! To attend, click on the link below: 

  https://downtownpresbyterian.org/listentoworship/ 

Or 

Listen to the service by telephone! Call 516-387-8935 

To listen to the service by phone, please use our dedicated DPC 

number and dial in a couple of minutes before 11am this Sunday 

on 516-387-8935.   

You will hear a specialized greeting:  "Hello! You are joining a 

conference call at the Downtown Presbyterian Church in Rochester, 

NY."   If you call after 11am, you'll be connected with the service in 

progress.  

If you have questions about connecting with worship by phone, 

please call Don Fairman at his home, 585-594-8938.  Don will be 

happy to help. 

 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/listentoworship/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Downtown United Presbyterian Church,  
 

I would like to thank all of the wonderful 

members who visited our Mom, Betty 

Smith, over the years bringing flowers, 

snacks, and news of her many friends.  

The visits brought her so much joy. 
 

Thank you also for keeping her in your prayers which gave her strength.  
 

In God’s love and peace, 
 

Yours Truly, 
 

Barbara Stein on behalf of Betty Smith’s Family 

 

Barbara Ames 

Jai Bouphavong 

Rosalie Bouphavong 

Judy Boyd 

Todd Caves 

Christian Duerr 

Christina Eckert 

Emily Folan 

Tom Folan 

Elizabeth Katz 

Virginia McConnell 

Sandy Morales 

Eleanor Newell 

Eloise Nielsen 

Susan Richane 

Charles Rumsey 

Casey Sheils 

Eileen Smith 

Marilyn Terpening 

Roderick Thompson 

Jim Vesper 



 
Introducing Our Newest Church Officers 

 

We are pleased to share with you all the names of our 

newly elected church officers. 
 
 

 
DEACONS 

CLASS OF 2024 - (3-YEAR TERM): 
Carrie Datro**  

Henry Ehindero 

Andrea Folan** 

Marie Gibson* 

Bonnie Lloyd 

 Carol Snook* 

 Kelly Sheils** 

 

ELDERS: CLASS OF 2024 (3-YEAR TERM): 
Kim McConnell* 

Cori Rainbeaux** 

Tucker Ruderman* 
 

CLASS OF 2023 (2-YEAR TERM):  
Bob Richane 

 

CLASS OF 2022 (1-YEAR TERM):  
Doug Potter* 

 

CHURCH NOMINATING COMMITTEE (1YEAR TERM):  
Aaron Datro, 

 Carol Samuel,  
Eileen Smith*,  

Joan Wolfarth 
 

*Being elected for a second term. 
**First time nominees for this office who will be ordained. 

 
Thank you for agreeing to serve! We are all grateful! 

 
Your 2020 nominating team, 

 
Mary Rees/Bill Mackey (Session reps, co-chairs) 

Jackie Hancock (Deacons)  
Sally Allison, Cori Rainbow, Eileen Smith 



The DPC Justice Team continues to focus on 

education and call to action initiatives grounded in our shared 

sense of transformative love and justice. 

The current members of the DPC Justice Team are: 

Jonathan Nwagbaraocha 

Ed Saphar 

Kim McConnell  

Windsor Wade 

Elaine Johnson 

Grania Marcus 

 Raina Bouphavong 

Nancy Brown 

Gail Mott 

Bob Richane 

Cori Rainbeaux 

The four pillars of the DPC Justice League: 

• Affirming our commitment to social justice with a sense of urgency 
• Identifying the social justice issues we will focus on 

• Developing education programs and calls for action for the congregation; and 

• Determining how we as a church can be an effective public witnesses 

Recent Justice Team activities include: 

• meeting with representatives from ROCActs to explore potential collaboration and 

partnerships; 

• collaborating with local social justice organizations and Presbyterian Riverside 
Neighbors to write local and elected official to support four legislative proposals 

that would: 

o require health officials to respond and take the lead on mental health calls; 
 

o prohibit the use of chemicals, including "oleoresin capsicum, pepper spray 
and tear gas" against minors under any circumstance; 

 

o mandate that officers intervene when other officers pose imminent threat to 

citizens, establish accountability for officers neglecting to intervene, and 
protect police officers from 

retaliation when they interrupt police 
brutality; and  

 

o institute a ban on police use of 

projectiles and chemical weapons 

against peaceful civilian protesters. 

If you would like to join the Justice Team and/or 

have any questions, please feel free to e-mail us 
at jm@downtownpresbyterian.org, or contact 

Jonathan via telephone at 585.978.7150,  or by 

email at wagbaman@hotmail.com. 

  

mailto:jm@downtownpresbyterian.org
mailto:wagbaman@hotmail.com


 

 

 

How to Create a Filter In Gmail to  

Prevent Church Email from Going to Spam 

 

We’ve recently had reports of email from 

downtownpresbyterian.org ending up in the Spam folder of 

Gmail users. Attached are instructions for how to create a filter in Gmail to prevent this 

from happening. 

  
To stay connected to Downtown United Presbyterian Church via email, and to receive 

important information church news, information and updates, please create a filter as 
soon as possible. 

  

You can prevent email from church groups from ending up in your Gmail spam folder by 

creating a filter in Gmail.  

 

Here’s how:  

 

1. Open and log into Gmail using your browser  

2. In the upper right, click on the “settings” icon  

 

 

3. Select “See All Settings”.  

 

 

 

4. Select “Filters and Blocked Addresses” from the task bar menu  

5. Click on “Create A New Filter”  

6. In the “From” line enter: @downtownpresbyterian.org  

7. Click “Create Filter”  

8. Check the box “Never send it to Spam”  

9. Click “Create Filter” 

 

- END - 

 

 

 

http://downtownpresbyterian.org/


  

 

 

 

Pictured on the left are members of 

the Bouphavong Family during a 

recent wintery birthday celebration! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look closely at the picture on the 

right, there are two “Snow-sitters” on 

the bench. Nan Van Den Bergh spotted 

the pair during a hike in Durand Park!  

 

 

 

Join us for “Stories on LOVE!” 
Friday February 26th at 7 pm – Zoom 

 February is the month for love and storytelling.  We’re seeking 
story themes on love for persons, things, nature, pets, hobbies 

and loves of all kinds! Come share a 3 – 5 minutes story, poem, 

essay, or narrated comic book that you have created.  

We’d like to have up to 8 individual entries. You can present 
individually, as a couple, or family group. Be creative! We also 

want folks to come and be an appreciative audience.  

If you’d like to participate in our “Stories on Love,” please contact Kim McConnell 

through econnect, or at kimmcconnell@rochester.rr.com  We’re looking forward to a full 

house! 

 

 

mailto:kimmcconnell@rochester.rr.com


 

 

re you interested in gathering with other members of the church for 

weekly Bible Study, WomanSpace, the Roundtable Book Group discussion, or 

perhaps at noon on Sundays during the DPC Social Hour?  
 

If yes, stay tuned for additional information about congregational and community 
engagement!  

 
If you have questions about these, or other DPC church events, please send inquiries to 

Marie Gibson or Becky Parks. Their contact 
information is listed below. 

 
Marie Gibson 

mgibson@frontiernet.net or call 585-472-3137 
 

Becky Parks 
  jimandbeckyparks@gmail.com or call 585-645-3000 

 

 

 

Please join us for our Black History Month program 

Embracing Rochester's Black 
History   

 

The 3-part program is offered on ZOOM, and you can register for all of the segments 
or for any individual offering.  Each event begins at 7:00 pm. 
 

February 13: 
Embracing Rochester's Black History with Historian Verdis Robinson 

 
 
 

February 20: 
 A Soulful Night of Gospel with the Spiritus Gospel Singers 

 
 
 

February 27: 
 Redlining and Resistance in Rochester with Shane Weigand 

 

 

A 

mailto:mgibson@frontiernet.net
mailto:jimandbeckyparks@gmail.com
https://spirituschristi.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/75/responses/new
https://spirituschristi.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/76/responses/new
https://spirituschristi.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/77/responses/new


 

CONGREGRATIONAL LEARNING DAY 

On behalf of the Presbytery’s Tools and Training Working Group, I (Nancy Simpson) would 

like to spread the word about two exciting upcoming Zoom events---one from the local 

level, and the other from a national event.   

  

EVENT #1: The Presbytery-wide Congregational Learning Day (CLD) 2021 for 

congregations and leaders, is co-sponsored by the Presbytery of the Genesee 

Valley (the Presbytery we fall within) and the Presbytery of Geneva.  It will be 

an all-virtual free Zoom event held on Saturday, March 6th, from 8:30-

11:30am.  After an opening worship led by Rev. Dr. Stanley Bhasker from the 

Bath NY Presbyterian Church, folks will have a choice to attend one of six 

virtual classes being offered.   

 

The deadline for registration is Monday, March 1st - please click on the link below 

for more information and to register. The Tools and Training Working Group hopes to offer 

more virtual classes such as those presented at CLD throughout 2021, so please let me 

know of any suggested topics that you may have! 

https://pbygenval.org/events-2/congregational-learning-day/ 

   

EVENT #2: The 2021 national Ecumenical Advocacy Days (EAD) event will also be 

virtual, and will take place from April 18-21.  This year's EAD will advocate 

for Climate Justice, and will be an opportunity to support the global movement 

for climate justice centered on and led by the people and communities most 

vulnerable to climate impacts due to historic racial and colonial inequities.  If 

you are interested in receiving more information about this year's virtual 

event, as well as registration info (once registration opens up), please sign up 

for e-mail updates at the link below: 

https://advocacydays.org/2021-imagine-gods-earth-people-restored/ 

   

As the Presbytery's Tools and Training liaison to our church, please feel free to contact 

me if you have any questions. 

 

 Thank you! 

 

Nancy Simpson 

Cell:  585-478-5940 

Presbytery of Genesee Valley 

Healthier Congregations Tools and Training Working Group 

about:blank
about:blank






 

The Next issue of Celebration arrives 

Friday, March 12, 2021. 

 

 

Please submit articles, snapshots, and announcements to: 

pcrudup@downtownpresbyterian.org  

by noon on Monday, March 8th.  
 

~~~~~ 

 

“The choice is ours. We can do this … one day at a time … one breath at a time … one hope at a time 
… and one cup of tea at a time”. 

With blessings of the Transforming Spirit, 

Pastor Deb 
The Reverend Deborah Fae Swift, Bridge Pastor 

 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord,  
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.  

- Jeremiah 29:11 

 

 

 

Downtown United Presbyterian Church 

121 North Fitzhugh Street 

Rochester, New York 14614 

585-325-4000 

office@downtownpresbyterian.org  

mailto:pcrudup@downtownpresbyterian.org
mailto:office@downtownpresbyterian.org

