Celebration
March 12, 2021
Church Newsletter
A Message from Pastor Deb Swift . . .
I love this picture.
Where are you in it?
The branch? The chrysalis? One of the stages of growth
and change?
If so … which one?
Most likely, you identify with different parts of the picture at
different times in your life – maybe even different times
during the same day!
There are times that we are ready to take off and fly, and others when we might feel that we need
the womb-like security of the chrysalis wrapped around us. (It’s really an exoskeleton, you know,
and the butterfly just outgrows it. Not unlike a snake outgrowing its skin.)
Every once in a while, we are the branch and feel like we are the anchor to everybody else’s
changes. And on some beautifully wonderous occasions, we are ready to fly. We dry our wings
and we soar on the holy breeze that lifts us above everything around us.
Easter is the perfect time to remember how things change; what appeared as death to the
caterpillar was the beginning of a newly transformed life to the butterfly.
But this is also the perfect time in the life of this church to reflect on this picture; there are some of
us at each of these stages, and some being the branch, all at the same time. I love seeing and
hearing about our gentleness with each other.
We are in a collective transformational moment, and while all this change is going on inside
Downtown Church, we are also being transformed as a community into something new and
incredibly beautiful.
I can hardly wait to see who we are going to be when we emerge from our chrysalis. Because
when that happens, we will all be able to hear God saying, “Fly, baby, fly. This is your time to
soar!”
In the bulb there is a flower In the seed an apple tree
In cocoons a hidden promise Butterflies will soon be free
In the cold and snow of winter There's a spring that waits to be
Unrevealed until its season Something God alone can see
“In the Bulb There is a Flower” by Natalie Sleeth ©1986 by Hope Publishing Company

Join Us for
Worship
Every
Sunday!
You are just one click away! To attend, click on the link below:
https://downtownpresbyterian.org/listentoworship/
Or
Listen to the service by telephone! Call 516-387-8935
To listen to the service by phone, please use our dedicated DPC number and
dial in a couple of minutes before 11am this Sunday on 516-387-8935.
You will hear a specialized greeting: "Hello! You are joining a conference call
at the Downtown Presbyterian Church in Rochester, NY." If you call after
11am, you'll be connected with the service in progress.
If you have questions about connecting with worship by phone, please call
Don Fairman at his home, 585-594-8938. Don will be happy to help.

GREETINGS FROM YOUR WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM!
Like Justice and Congregational and Community
Engagement, we find ourselves re-formed and
re-energized in the Spirit. Our current team
members include Eileen Smith, Tim
Lambert, Don Fairman, elders Mary
Bookout, David McDowell, John DeHority
and Tucker Ruderman (currently chair of the
team), plus staff members Rev. Deb Swift and
Lee Wright.
In addition to the practical concerns--such as recruiting liturgists for worship--we
have been hard at work on the transition to live-streaming worship. In the not-toodistant future, you will be able to watch a live broadcast of DUPC worship services
from anywhere you can access the internet--from home, on vacation, even across the
country or the world. We are so excited to imagine how this new technology can help
us stay connected to each other during the pandemic, and also share with many
others the unique and beautiful spirit of DUPC. David McDowell and Don Fairman
have been our fearless technical team in this endeavor, and we are very grateful
indeed for their countless hours of dedication and hard work.
Worship Team is also beginning to brainstorm what the future work of our team
might be. As our church is reborn in these times, what new expressions of faith do
we feel called to explore? As our church is changing and evolving, how might our
congregation like to participate in worship? What of our tradition do we hold fast to,
and what beautiful new things will we create in the future? We invite your thoughts
on any of these questions as we begin to dream of what's next.
Please feel free to contact us by email
at worship@downtownpresbyterian.org, or call any of the
elders on our team. We look forward to hearing from you
soon!
Yours faithfully,
Tucker Ruderman, for the Worship Ministry Team
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REACHING OUT . . .
The Board of Deacons has been meeting via ZOOM on the second Tuesday of each
month, as per our usual schedule.
We have welcomed our new class of Deacons. They include: Carrie Datro, Henry
Ehindero, Andrea Folan, Marie Gibson, Bonnie Lloyd, and Kelly Sheils.
We are beginning a monthly outreach to our special care people. Each will receive
either a miniature bouquet of fresh flowers, a special card, or a bright red apple. The
following month the tokens will rotate with different
people receiving the bouquets, cards, or apples, and
so on. Our message is: “Thinking of you with love.”
We were able to deliver a bouquet to Liz Bell a few
days before her passing and to Molly DeBoer who
was in rehab at The Friendly Home. The February
deliveries to our special care people are complete,
and we will be making March deliveries soon.
We are also working with Becky Wiggins, chair, and
the Congregational and Communications
Engagement Team on a “postcard project” for all
church members. Stay tuned!
If you wish to send suggestions or contact us, our
emails are included below.
Joan Mackey (joanmackey@hotmail.com) and Carol Snook (csnook46@yahoo.com)
Deacon co-chairs

Rev. Bruce Billman’ Farewell Journey –
This is about the cloud of friends that surrounded Bruce Billman in his final days.
Jim Teifenthal was a regular and faithful friend to Bruce in his later years. Jim visited
regularly. Sensing that Bruce was waning and approaching his final days Jim reached
out to Rev. Ray Bagnuolo, another close and faithful friend to Bruce.
Ray had a rare Sunday on Sunday, February 28. He decided to drive from Sayville, New
York to visit with Bruce one last time. While driving to Rochester, Ray reached out to
Rev. Janie Spahr. They hatched a plan. Ray arrived at the hospital with his cell phone
fully charged. He held his phone to Bruce's ear so that Janie could say her good-byes.
And then they called Sylvia Thorson-Smith so that she too could speak to Bruce. And
then Janie reached out to all the saints who would await Bruce's arrival--Ginny Davidson,
Judith Foster.... Early the next morning, on March 1st Bruce completed his journey
home.
The farewell party that Ray
arranged, I'm sure made that
journey home more peaceful
and joyous. Ray Bagnuolo is a
pastor's pastor. Thank you,
Ray.
Bruce, we know you rest in
peace reunited with our many
beloved friends who have gone
before you. All God's Creatures
Got a Place in the Choir!
Elder John DeHority
Clerk of Session

"Spirit Speaks"
transfiguration
icy limbs shimmer,
a cut glass world
in late afternoon...
each sparkling tree
perfectly etched
onto a slate gray sky,
blue waves swell from the horizon
while a giant pearl hovers
above white lace rooftops...
March transfigures her
sullen nature
into lavish radiance;
in the backyard
water breaks the silence,
tiny icicles clinging
to table, twigs, and fence
offer earth’s baptism,
drops upon her barren skin.
the lone red bird and I
keep watch
as a cloud bank
unfurls golden ribbons,
luminous, in sunlit majesty
flights of wild geese
honk their raucous way
into dazzling sky embers,
prophets of spring’s primal pulse.
Susan Richane

Who’s in Our Pews?

T

oday's Who's in Our Pews guest is
Mr. Jonathan Nwagbaraocha.

Here is a sampling of his short answers to
questions that ranged from the sublime to the
ridiculous!
Q: Jonathan, what pew do you usually sit in?
A: "Facing the front of the church, I'm usually
On the right-hand side about 2/3 of the
Way back"
Q: How long have you been a member?
A: About 6 years.
Q: Where do you work?
A: I'm an Environmental lawyer at Xerox.
Q: Family?
A: My wife Laura is an Education and Equity advocate and also a podcaster.
We have a daughter Grace, verging on 4 years old!

"Ok, now the important questions!"
Q: If you were a potato, how would you like to be cooked?
A: Fried

Q: What animal would you choose to be?
A: A Warthog

Q: How many languages do you speak?
A: Four. English, Spanish, Swahili, and French.

Q: What's your favorite hobby?
A: Reading

Q: What talent would you most like to develop?
A: Listening
Q: If you could give advice to your younger self, what would it be?
A: "It's ok to be a nerd"
Q: What was a great spiritual moment for you?
A: Participating as a youth in the Presbyterian Youth Montreat Triennium
Q: What coffee do you drink in the morning?
A: Guatemalan Fair Trade from Coffee Connection. With just a little milk!
Q: What three people, living or deceased, would you like to have over for dinner?
A: Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, and Wole Soyinka.
Thank you to our friend Jonathan for being a good sport and participating in this first edition of WHO'S
IN THE PEWS!
If you would like to be our next PP (pew participant) please email Kim McConnell at
kmcconnell022613@gmail.com !

Ian & Anna Datro in Lake Placid
over February break!

“A joyful Zoom evening
of storytelling, on the
evening of February 26!”

Meet Our Co-liturgists Jai and Rosalie
Jai and Rosalie were so honored to be coliturgists this past month. It was incredible to
walk into the church building as a family for
the first time in almost a year. Even though the
pandemic has taken from all of us in countless
ways, this moment probably would not have
happened without it.
Rosalie and Jai are now excited to read from
the Bible daily and do devotionals together
before school. This is a practice we delved more
into while working and learning at home
together.
They are truly growing into a more deep and abiding love of God and God’s Word and
we are so grateful for it. We appreciate all that everyone does in our church’s
ministries to uplift one another and provide opportunities to be seen and heard.
The Bouphavong Family

DUPC Went Camping…
Photos by Andrea Folan

…. and
apple
picking!

“Just for the Fun of It!”

What’s going on in Sunday School?
As winter approached, “Sunday School in a Bag” left on porches and doorsteps
changed to “Sunday School in a Mailing Envelope”, going out by post every week.
With a new season beginning, these envelopes are as full as can be!
The first Sunday in Lent was a time to learn and think about God’s covenant with
Noah, and the rainbow motif that moves through all the weeks till Easter. The
children were invited to build a Lenten “prayer wall” in their homes, hanging a
colored streamer each week, and pinning or taping prayers to them.
They also received an outline of the lections (scripture readings), and a focus topic
for each Sunday. The curriculum includes well-chosen posters by Kelly Saunders
entitled Psalm 86:5, and a photograph, After the Storm, by Patience Salgado. (Seen
here)
Through storms, Patience Salgdo
learned that “When there is fear in
your heart, every invitation of love is a
good idea.”
Here she shares a
photograph she took after Hurricane
Irene when the people on her street
emptied their powerless fridges and
communally shared food and stories
before they got to work cleaning up
together. It made all the difference.
At the top and bottom of every Sunday School packet is a letter that starts, “Beloved
kids.” Sometimes I write about what’s in the bag, and sometimes about something
happening in the world. Always, I want our children to know that they are in our
prayers, and that God’s love is with them, whatever happens, every day of their lives.
Mary Bookout
Christian Ed Advisor / Teacher

CAMP WHITMAN
Fresh air, laughter, splashing in the pool, padding on the
lake, and the warmth of the campfire with friends at
night. Doesn’t that sound divine right about now?
Camp Whitman is set on 117 acres on the shores of
Seneca Lake, with fields, forests, and valleys to explore
and is the perfect place to rejuvenate and reconnect this
spring, summer and fall.
We invite you and/or your children to join us at camp
this season for one of our summer camp sessions or for
a family retreat in one of our lovely, renovated cottages
in late May, June, August, September, or early October.
Our sleepaway camp program offers one-week sessions for children 8-16, as well as a
two-day program for children 6-8. Programs also available for youth and adults with
developmental disabilities each week of our summer camp season. Scholarships are
available as well. Learn more and register at www.CampWhitman.org or email Lea Kone
at director@campwhitman.org

NEWS FROM THE DUPC ZOOM ROOM
The Justice League invites and encourages everyone to
use this format for listing our names when on church
Zoom calls: First name Last name/Last initial pronouns.
For example:
Coriander R. they/them/theirs
Nancy Brown she/her/hers
Jonathan N. he/him/his
You can change (see example below) this by clicking on
"Participants" at the bottom of the screen, finding
yourself, clicking on your name, choosing the "Rename" option, and
then hitting "Done." You can now hit "close" in the corner. Pronouns are optional. Allies
are encouraged to use them to make all feel included and welcome. Thank you!

… invites you to take part in two online programs during March and April.
Film program: 'Til Kingdom Come
With an estimated 30 million Christian Zionists in the U.S., it’s important to unpack the subject in this
movie and discussion. The movie highlights a Baptist church as its pastors encourage an
impoverished Kentucky community to donate to Israel in anticipation of Jesus’s impending return.
The following discussion features:
•

Don Wagner, who wrote his doctoral dissertation on Christian Zionism while serving as the
National Director of the Palestine Human Rights Campaign. He co-founded Evangelicals for
Middle East Understanding in the late 1980s. From 1995-2010 he was a Professor of Middle
East Politics and Director of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at North Park University. He
became the National Program Director of Friends of Sabeel North America until his retirement
in 2016. He is the author or co-author of five books.
• and moderator Jonathan Brenneman, a Palestinian-American Christian. He was a frontline
activist of Christian Peacemaker Teams Palestine project in Hebron/Al-Khalil from 2012 to
2014. Later he was the Israel/Palestine Partners in Peacemaking Coordinator for Mennonite
Church USA, where he facilitated the writing, passing, and implementation of the Seeking
Peace in Israel and Palestine Resolution. He currently serves as Communications Manager of
Friends of Sabeel North America.
Watch on PBS Monday, March 29 at 10:00 p.m., one of the repeat broadcasts, or streaming from
PBS Passport, or the Independent Lens website.
Discuss Monday April 5 at 8:00 p.m. Registration required through Zoom.

Book discussion: Against the Loveless World
Read the novel and then discuss it with Palestinian author Susan Abulhawa on Sunday, April 18 at
3:00 p.m. Registration required through Zoom.
For further information, including about other spring programs, visit WitnessPalestineRochester.org or
contact Deanna Tiefenthal.

The Next issue of Celebration arrives
Friday, April 9, 2021.
Please submit articles, snapshots, and announcements to:
pcrudup@downtownpresbyterian.org
by noon on Monday, April 5th.
~~~~~
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