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Interim Pastor’s Message 
Easter, some of you might know, falls on the first Sunday after the 

first full moon after the spring equinox. By that definition, Easter can 

be anywhere from March 22 to April 25. This rather complicated 

method of calculating Easter (which is tied to the dating of Passover) 

was settled on at the Council of Nicaea back in 325 A.D., and so 

Easter became, in ecclesiastical terms, a “moveable feast.” 

Well, in the years since the Council of Nicea, various people have 

suggested that Easter should not be a moveable feast, and that in-

stead, the date of Easter be fixed. Martin Luther himself, founder of 

the Protestant Reformation, described Easter as a “wobbling festival” 

and suggested that we pick one date and settle on it. In 1926, a com-

mittee of the League of Nations proposed that Easter fall each year 

on the Sunday following the second Saturday in April. The World 

Council of Churches endorsed a similar change. Even the Second 

Vatican Council declared it was not against the idea as long as all the 

other churches agreed. 

Now why those suggestions were not taken, I don’t know, but I’m 

actually fine with that. I think it’s kind of fitting that Easter moves 

around, coming sometimes in the late spring snows and sometimes in 

the first heatwaves of the season. Easter isn’t easy to predict and 

that’s appropriate—for neither is our God. The God of the Resurrec-

tion is a God of the unexpected. 

You see, we mortals tend to think that we’ve got things figured out. 

We tend to think that we know how things are going to go. We see a 

grim situation, and it seems pretty obvious to us how that situation is 

going to end up. And logic is on our side. The odds tell us that we’re 

right. 
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    April  

Liturgists 
 
 

April 2— 

 Pat Tweet 

April 9— 

 David Lee 

April 16— 

 Lea Kone 

April 23— 

 Kim McConnell 

April 30— 

 Pat Tweet  

Thank You! 

On Palm Sunday we will again be collecting food for the Micro 
Pantry located in our church garden and also for the wider food 
distribution program that Spiritus Christi coordinates. Part of 
that program includes take-home bags of food for children at 
School 45. You can bring canned goods, packaged food, most 
fresh vegetables and fruits, or make a monetary donation.  

Any questions can be answered by contacting Barbara Simmons 
at kenbarb@rochester.rr.com  --  Barbara writes: We continue 
to deliver to several food cupboards every week. We can always 
use donations for either the pantries or for the grab and go 
bags we make up for School 45. We also put a couple of bags of 
food together to hand out to people we see walking on the 
streets or near the inner loop that look in need 

Thank you for organizing this food drive. The donations from 
your last food drive went a long way in helping to the feed the 
hungry. We so appreciate all of you who participate in this mis-
sion to alleviate food insecurity in our city. 

FOOD DRIVE    PALM SUNDAY 
APRIL 2  

Palm Sunday, April 2nd 

11:00AM Worship 
 

In Person and Livestreamed 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 6th 

7:00PM Service of Communion 

and Tenebrae 
 

Taylor Chapel (no livestream) 

 

Good Friday, April 7th 

10:00AM Meditative Walk and 

Community Time 
 

Highland Park, meet at the Pansy 

Bed 

 

Easter Sunday, April 9 

8:00AM Outdoor Sunrise Service 
 

North Lawn of the River Campus  

Interfaith Chapel 

In conjunction with the Protestant 

Chapel Community 

at the University of Rochester 

 

11:00AM Resurrection Sunday 

Worship 
 

In person and Livestreamed 
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Holy Week Events 
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Directions to the U 
of R Interfaith 

Chapel 

From the East:  Travel 

west on Elmwood 

through the intersection 

at Mt Hope, past Strong 

Memorial Hospital on 

your left, under the 

bridge, to the light. At 

the light turn right onto 

Wilson Blvd. The Trus-

tee parking lot will be 

on your right before the 

Information Kiosk 

(green arrow). Walk 

along the river path 

(yellow arrow) to the 

Chapel lawn. 

 

From the West:  From 

Scottsville Rd, merge 

right onto Elmwood 

Blvd. From Genesee St., 

turn left onto Elmwood 

Blvd. Take Elmwood 

over the bridge spanning 

the Genesee River. At 

the light just after cross-

ing the bridge turn left 

onto Wilson Blvd. The 

Trustee parking lot will 

be on your right before 

the Information Kiosk 

(green arrow). Walk 

along the river path 

(yellow arrow) to the 

Chapel lawn. 

Directions for Easter Sunday  
Sunrise Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Information Kiosk is to the far right, indicated by the green arrow. 

The path to the Chapel is indicated by the yellow arrow. The Interfaith 

Chapel is peaking just above the trees and indicated by the blue arrow. 

Service on lawn between Chapel & river. 

Parking for Sunrise Service:: From Elmwood, turn on to Wilson Blvd. If 

space allows, you can park on the street near the Chapel (upper left arrow). 

You can also park in the Trustee Lot (lower right arrow).  See photos below 

for path to Chapel 
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Interim Pastor’s Message 

You still have a few days to send in your In Memory/Honor forms 

along with a donation to One Great Hour of Sharing.  On Easter Sun-

day a bulletin insert will list those loved ones, remembered or honored.  

Please return the completed form with your donation by Monday, April 

3, 2023 or send an email to the church office at  

office@downtownpresbyterian.org.  

Donations can be made by check or through the Donation button on the 

DUPC church website.  

 Continued from page 1 

But God doesn't play the odds. The God who breathed life into a 

corpse three days dead isn’t interested in the odds. God does what 

we would never expect, what we would never predict, what we 

would never even dare to hope. 

So as we celebrate Easter Sunday, and then the 50 Great Days of 

Easter, I invite you to be on the lookout for what God might be 

doing in your life, or the life of this congregation, that you might 

never have expected. 

For we just never know just never know when the Lord of Life is 

going to show up and roll away 

the stone. 

Peace and all good, 

Laurie 

Did you know you can contribute to Downtown United Presby-
terian Church electronically? Online? Click here to go to the do-
nation page, or you can use the QR code to the right to make 

Easter Sunday Flowers 
Donation Deadline—April 3 

Tuesday Bible 

Study in April 
 

 

The last Lenten bible study 

is Tuesday, April 4, at 

10:30 AM.  We will be 

discussing the Crucifixion, 

Death, and Burial of Jesus 

from Matthew 27:32-

61.  We will read the scrip-

ture and take some time 

with music and art to en-

hance our meditation.  A 

zoom link will be provided 

in advance via eCon-

nect.  The following weeks 

we will continue our Bible 

study time on Tuesday 

mornings alternating each 

week between the Book of 

Psalms and lectionary 

texts.  The group meets for 

one hour each week via  

Zoom 
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The PNC has completed writing the Ministry Information Form 

(MIF) and sent it to Session for approval on March 21. It will 

then go to the Presbytery's Committee on Ministry for Approv-

al on April 4.  

Once both approvals have been received we will share the doc-

ument with the congregation and post in on the PCUSA website 

for matching with pastor's seeking new calls. This is a major 

milestone in the search process. In early April we will begin 

receiving Personal Information Forms (PIFs) from pastors 

across the country. A PIF is a variation on a traditional resume 

that provides additional information that helps us identify pas-

tors who are better matches for our congregation.    

• Session authorized the Di-
versity Equity Inclusion and 
Belonging (DEIB) Commit-
tee a budget of up to $2,000 
for DEIB training that their 
review of operations reveals 
could be helpful. Training 
may include staff, committee 
members, and members of 
the congregation who may 
find the training helpful. 

 

• The PNC is  making pro-
gress in seeking a permanent 
pastor. Session voted to allo-
cate $2000 for anticipated 
expenses for PNC.   

 

• Session voted to keep the 
Passing of the Peace in its 
current place,  recognizing 
that we continue to be in the 

interim period. As we begin 
to consider a new pastor ar-
riving, we think it is wise to 
consider that that person may 
have their own understand-
ing of the Passing of the 
Peace and thoughts about its 
placement. Session's decision 
was made in this spirit of 
embracing an openness to 
change, always within the 
context of the caring and 
love we have for each other, 
for our church, and for the 
One. 

 

• Forum has moved their 
start time to 9:45, to allow 
the church service to start on 

time. 

5 

News from the Pastor  
Nominating Committee 

March Session Notes 

Good News! The Turkey-Syria Earthquake Special Offering re-
ceived a total of $2675. Thank you to all who contributed. 
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The Round Table Book Club meets 

via Zoom at noon on the third Friday 

of each month.  April's read is "This 

Is Your Mind On Plants," by Michael 

Pollen A Zoom link will be sent out 

via eConnect a few days prior to the 

discussion date.  

Michael Pollan dives deep into three 

plant drugs--opium, caffeine, and 

mescaline--and throws the funda-

mental strangeness, and arbitrari-

ness of our thinking about them into 

sharp relief. Exploring and partici-

pating in the cultures that have 

grown up around these drugs while 

consuming (or, in the case of caf-

feine, trying not to consume) them, 

Pollan reckons with the powerful hu-

man attraction to psychoactive 

plants.    

Round Table Book Group—Friday, April 21 

SOPHIA CIRCLE—April 16, 7:00 PM 

Sophia is a central figure in Proverbs, a collection of wisdom literature, in 

which she is celebrated as wisdom personified in female form. Her name is 

also invoked in the New Testament, referring to God's wisdom. Our circle is 

intended to be inclusive and gender neutral.  All are welcome.  

A Zoom link  along with April’s theme will be sent our via eConnect and 

through our Circle Listserv prior to the gathering.  

    Men’s Breakfast—Saturday, April 15 

Calling all DUPC men, come join us  at 9 AM , Saturday, 

April 15. We will meet at the Eastside Diner , 165 W 

Commercial St, East Rochester, NY 14445, for good food 

and good conversation.  
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Upcoming SUNDAY FORUMS 



SAVE THE DATE 

Family Promise Fundraiser 

Benucci’s Restaurant  

Wednesday, May 3  

11:30 AM - 9 PM 

Benucci's will donate 20% of the entire day's proceeds to 

support families at risk of or experiencing homelessness! 

 

Reservations are recommended. Call 264-1300. 

Pegasus Concert 

Marcella/

Marcello 
April 16, 2023 at 4 PM 
 

Cantatas and instrumental music 

by Venetian musical power cou-

ple Benedetto Marcello and his 

wife Rosanna Scalfi Marcello, 

and a fascinating story!  
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RAICA’s 2dn Interfaith Climate Summit 

Sunday, May 7th, 1-4 PM 

The Rochester Area Interfaith Climate Action organi-

zation will  hold their second climate summit on  Sun-

day, May 7. at Temple B’rith Kodesh The theme is 

Time for Action: Greening Our Congregations. For 

more information and to register, go to 

www.RAICA.net/Events 



GIS professor Callie 

Babbitt recently received 

the 2023 Trustees Schol-

arship Award, which rec-

ognizes faculty with a 

strong record of academic 

scholarship over a sus-

tained period.  

Congratulations, Callie! 

Genesee Valley Presbytery—

Collaborative Youth Ministries 

Pictured at right is Jai Bouphavong, (in blue) taking  

part in the Wings of the Spirit event  hosted by the 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries Working Group of 

the Presbytery of Genesee Valley on March 12. This 

ministry is led by the  Rev. Michelle Allen of Avon 

and seminary student (and assistant director at Camp 

Whitman) Becka Ferguson-Lutz. 

For more information about upcoming events, turn to 

page 11 in this newsletter. If you have additional 

questions or want to register for an event, contact 

presbyterianyouthministry@gmail.com 

                                                                                                                                                     9 

The Answer to Last Month’s  

Question ... 

Who Takes Such Amazing Care of the Plants 

in the Hallock Lounge?  

Did you guess Teresa Ward, Bookkeeper and 

Receptionist Coordinator? If so you are correct! 

Teresa has been tending the greenery in the Hal-

lock Lounges for several years and it shows. Te-

resa has recently let us know she will soon be 

leaving DUPC for new adventures. Go to Page 11 for more information about our 

reception to honor  he 29+ years at DUPC! 



Camp Whitman Spring Volunteer Day 
Saturday, May 13 ~ 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

Join fellow Camp Whitman staff, alumni, parents, camp-

ers and community members for a day of service. Pro-

jects will include painting, gardening, tree trimming, trail 

maintenance, light construction and cleaning.  Lunch and 

snacks included for all those who participate.  
 

Learn more about our Spring Volunteer Day and RSVP 

here.  
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This year Camp Whitman is launching a Friends of 

Camp Whitman program. This annual membership pro-

gram is open to all current and former camp families, 

staff, alumni and community members. Funds generated 

from the Friends of Camp Whitman program will help 

us sustain our programs at an affordable price for all 

families, and to continue to invest in our beautiful prop-

erty and facilities 

There are a multiple levels of membership and different membership benefits associated with 

each level, including discounts on camp registration and cottage rentals. 

Learn more complete the online membership application and pay online here. 

Camp forms are now ready to download 
or complete in your camp account here. 
If you do not have an account you can 
find information about required camp 
forms on our website here.  Forms are 
due by June 15. 

Discounts and scholarship information 
can be found on this webpage. 
 
Please reach out with any questions and 
concerns that you may have.  We are happy to speak with you via email, phone or 
zoom. 

Camp Whitman Summer Camp 2023 
Limited Spots - Register Soon!  

 

Become a Member of  the Friends of  Camp Whitman 

https://campwhitman.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf24775ea683b1c41714a09f3&id=de46ef6f57&e=a3ed9cab4e
https://campwhitman.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf24775ea683b1c41714a09f3&id=de46ef6f57&e=a3ed9cab4e
https://campwhitman.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf24775ea683b1c41714a09f3&id=838a09dcac&e=a3ed9cab4e
https://campwhitman.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf24775ea683b1c41714a09f3&id=41a9d73120&e=a3ed9cab4e
https://campwhitman.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf24775ea683b1c41714a09f3&id=6c9bfcda09&e=a3ed9cab4e
https://campwhitman.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf24775ea683b1c41714a09f3&id=214b0657a3&e=a3ed9cab4e


 

Upcoming Finger Lakes Presbyterian Youth Ministry Events 
Sponsored by the Youth and Young Adult Ministries Working Group of the 

Presbytery of Genesee Valley  
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Reception for Teresa 

Sunday, April 2 
Come join us in the Hallock Lounge after Worship on Sunday, April 2 when we 

will celebrate Teresa Ward for her 29+ years as a staff member at DUPC. Let’s 

send her out with our love and gratitude for everything she has done with and 

for the DUPC community.   



APRIL 2023 
meetings and events 

Newsletters arrive the 1st of every month. 
Newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month. 

 
  

        Sunday, April 2, 2023                    PALM SUNDAY 
                                                              10:00AM       Choir Warm-up 
             10:45AM       Nursery 
             11:00AM       Worship 
             11:15AM       Sunday School 
             12:00PM        Coffee Hour – Hallock Lounge 
                                                                                       Reception for Teresa Ward 
 

        Monday, April 3, 2023           4:00PM        PNC Meeting via Zoom 
                                                              

        Tuesday, April 4, 2023                 10:30AM       Lenten Series Bible Study via Zoom 
 

        Wednesday, April 5, 2023           1:30PM        ASR Meeting via Zoom 
                                                               7:00PM         Choir Rehearsal 
                                                     7:00PM         Justice League Meeting via Zoom
    
 

       Thursday, April 6, 2023                 7:00 PM        Maundy Thursday Worship 
                                                                                      Taylor Chapel 
        Friday, April 7, 2023                    10:00AM       Good Friday Meditative Walk 
                                                                                       Highland Park 
 
   

Mary Ruth Powley   

Nadia Morales   

Bob Dowd  

Lea Kone   

Vicki Romig  

Tucker Ruderman  

Carolyn DeHority  

Caterine Ruderman   

Carol Snook   

Happy Birthday to All Born in April! 
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 Sunday, April 9, 2023                EASTER SUNDAY 
             8:00AM Sunrise Service—U of R Interfaith 
                                                                                                 Chapel 
                      10:00AM Choir Warm-up  
                                           10:45AM Nursery 
             11:00AM Worship  
             11:15AM  Sunday School 
             12:00PM Coffee Hour – Hallock Lounge 
 

          Monday, April 10, 2023                   4:00PM PNC Meeting via Zoom 
                                                              

         Tuesday, April 11, 2023                   10:30AM      Bible Study via Zoom 
               6:30PM        Deacons Meeting via Zoom 
                  

          Wednesday, April 12, 2023          7:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
 

          Thursday, April 13, 2023                  5:00PM Finance Team Meeting via Zoom 
              7:30PM Property Team Meeting via Zoom 
 

          Saturday, April 15, 2023            9:00AM Men’s Breakfast—Eastside Diner 
  

          Sunday, April 16, 2023           9:50AM Sunday Forum – Recycling Tips 
            10:00AM Choir Warm-up  
            10:45AM Nursery 
            11:00AM Worship  
            11:15AM  Sunday School 

             12:00PM      Coffee Hour  
                                                                   7:00PM        Sophia Circle via Zoom 

 

          Monday, April 17, 2023           4:00PM PNC Meeting via Zoom 
 

          Tuesday, April 18, 2023         10:30AM Bible Study via Zoom 
              7:00PM Session Meeting via Zoom 
            
          Wednesday, April 19, 2023        11:00AM       DEIB Meeting via Zoom   
              4:30PM Sunday Forum Meeting via Zoom 
             7:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
 

          Thursday, April 20, 2023         10:00AM      Personnel Meeting via Zoom 
 

          Friday, April 21, 2023         12:00PM Round Table Book Group Meeting  
        via Zoom 
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Sunday, April 23, 2023      9:50AM       Sunday Forum –Outside the Box II 
                                                       10:00AM    Choir Warm-up  
      10:45AM    Nursery 
      11:00AM    Worship  
      11:15AM       Sunday School 
      12:00PM     Coffee Hour – Hallock Lounge 
 
 
Monday, April 24, 2023     4:00PM      PNC Meeting via Zoom 
 
Tuesday, April 25, 2023   10:30AM     Bible Study via Zoom 
                                                           
Wednesday, April 26, 2023      7:00PM    Choir Rehearsal 
      
 
Sunday, April 30, 2023     9:50AM        Sunday Forum –  DUPC’s  
                                                                                Efforts & Climate Change                                                                
     10:00AM    Choir Warm-up    
               10:45AM    Nursery 
     11:00AM    Worship  
     11:15AM     Sunday School 
     12:00PM    Coffee Hour  

 
  

Tuesday Bible Study in April 

121 North Fitzhugh Street 

Rochester, NY 14614 
 

Phone: 585-325-4000 

Email: office@downtownpresbyterian.org 

 


