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Interim Pastor’s Message 
 

 
Two thoughts converged in my head 
last week.  
 
One was that someone from another 
congregation mentioned to me how 
revelatory it was for them when they 
learned why the Presbyterian order of 

worship is in the order that it is.  
 
The second was that a couple of days after that, a UCC colleague of mind asked me a 
question about the “Great Ends of the Church” which are found in the Presbyterian Book 
of Order. One of the “Great Ends [purposes] of the Church” is “the maintenance of Divine 
worship.”  
 
And those two thoughts taken together made me think that some of you might like to 
know about the relationship between the Presbyterian [and most other Christian] order of 
worship and the famous call of the prophet Isaiah found in Isaiah chapter 6.  I found this 
really interesting and helpful when a seminary professor laid it out for us.  
 
So here it is (and please note that music from the choir or other musicians can be part of 
any and all of these sections):  
 
Part One: Recognition of Who God Is (call to worship, hymn of praise) 
 
 “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; 
 and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; 
 each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered 
 their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, 
 holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.’ “  
  [Isaiah 6: 1-3] 
 
 
  



Part Two: Recognition of Who We Are 
 

(a) Sinners (prayer of confession) 
 
 “And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
 among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
 hosts!’” [Isaiah 6:5] 
 

(b) BUT forgiven sinners (assurance of forgiveness) 
 
 “Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 
 from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and 
 said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your 
 sin is blotted out.’  [Isaiah 6: 6-7] 
 

Part Three: Proclamation/God’s Word to Us (scripture, sermon, and children’s 
message) 
 
 “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
 us?’” [Isaiah 6:8a] 
 
 
Part Four: Our Response to God (hymn, affirmation of faith, prayers, offering, hymn, 
charge and benediction) 
 
 “And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’” [Isaiah 6:8b] 
 
 
I hope that was helpful to some of you. As always, all questions welcome! 
 
Peace and all good, 
Laurie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Laurie’s Weekly Schedule 
 

For your information, here is Pastor Laurie’s weekly schedule:  
Pastor Laurie’s days off are Fridays. Also, Wednesdays are her sermon-
writing day (at home.) She answers emails and calls on Wednesdays 
when the sermon is done -- usually late in the afternoon. 
Ltiberi@downtownpresbyterian.org | 585-325-4000 ext. 23 

 

mailto:Ltiberi@downtownpresbyterian.org


Thank you for Serving as Liturgist! 
Thank you for serving as liturgist! We are so 
glad you’ll be sharing your voice as we 
worship together. 

If you are serving as part of the liturgist 
rotation and you are unable to serve on a 
certain Sunday, please contact one of the 
alternates to line up your own substitute. 
Then email Penny Crudup at 
pcrudup@downtownpresbyterian.org to let 
her know who will be serving in your place. 
Alternates/substitutes are: Susan Richane, 

Callie Babbitt, and Ed Saphar. If none of the alternates are available, please email 
worship@downtownpresbyterian.org for assistance. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Callie Babbitt 
Don Fairman 
Karen Hultz 

Andrew Dowd 
Kim McConnell 

Jacque Hancock 

Greg Partridge 
Ellen Horn 

Debbie St. Germaine 
William Costain  

Bruce Taft 

Ruth DeBoer 
Becky Wiggins 
Carol Button 

John Williams 
Amy Yelle 

Joan Wolfarth 

 

5/1 Nancy Brown 

5/8 David Lee 

5/15 Kim McConnell 

5/22 Lea Kone 

5/29 John Williams 



NOTES FROM APRIL SESSION 
From the April 12, 2022 Session meeting: 
 
The meeting opened with a Getting to Know You question…” 
What are you looking forward to having for Easter 
dinner?” Responses ranged from ham to swordfish to 
reservations.🐰🐰 

 
• A congregational Zoom meeting will be held on May 8, 
2022 @ 9 AM to approve candidates to fill two Session 

positions for Elder. 
 
• The Session authorized the Personnel team to hire a person to assist the 

audiovisual team for approximately 2.5 hours weekly at the rate of $100 per 
week.  

 
 RATIONALE: David McDowell and Don Fairman recommend this step since 
 they require more help than volunteers can currently provide. 
 
• The Director of Operations alerted the Session to Building Project budget 

overruns for a number of large projects, including the roof, water lines, ramp 
railing, and a telecommunications upgrade.  These projects will be prioritized 
and dealt with incrementally. Session confirmed the authority for the Director of 
Operations to sign contracts for insulation, ramp, asbestos roof materials. 

 

 

 
The DUPC Roundtable Book Group 

continues to meet virtually on the 
3rd Friday of the month at NOON. 

 

A groundbreaking book—two decades in the works—that 
tells the story of how a brilliant writer-turned-activist, 
granddaughter of a mulatto slave, and the first lady of the 
United States, whose ancestry gave her membership in the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, forged an enduring 
friendship that changed each of their lives and helped to 
alter the course of race and racism in America. 

 

 

 
  



 

 
 
PRAYERS, SEASONS 
The Easter Challenge … 
April 8, 2012missawn 

Every year it happens: 
earth shakes her sleepy head, 
still a bit wintered and dull,  
and feels new life stirring. 

Every year cocoons give up their treasures, 
fresh shoots push through brown leaves, 
seemingly dead branches shine with green, 
and singing birds find their way home. 

 

Every year we hear the stories: 

empty tomb, surprised grievers, 
runners with news and revelation,  
unexpected encounters, 
conversations on the road,  
tales of nets filling with fish, 
and breakfast on a seashore. 

And every year 
the dull and dead in us 
meets our Easter challenge: 

to be open to the unexpected, 
to believe beyond our security, 
to welcome God in every form, 
and trust in our own greening. 

— Joyce Rupp from  
Out of the Ordinary: Prayers, Poems, and Reflections for Every Season 

  

https://insilencewaits.wordpress.com/category/prayers/
https://insilencewaits.wordpress.com/category/seasons/
https://insilencewaits.wordpress.com/2012/04/08/the-easter-challenge/
https://insilencewaits.wordpress.com/author/missawn/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1594712204/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1594712204&linkCode=as2&tag=insilencewaits-20


May 1, 2022 
Abraham Joshua Heschel (1907-1972): “The Meaning of This War” 
Rabbi Heschel’s sacred humanism, combining both mysticism and activism, confronted 
spiritual apathy and spiritual decline in his times. He insisted “that there is a meaning 
beyond absurdity” – there is a God who cares for and cares about humanity. But he also 
insisted that God’s work requires human participation to realize justice and 
righteousness over the arc of history. 
 
His 1943 essay “The Meaning of This War” is possibly more important now than it was 
80 years ago. The essay is full of spiritual challenges.  
 

• What lessons have we learned, or failed to learn?  
• What spiritual challenges does he raise up for our personal and institutional lives?  

 
If you want to ready the essay, contact Penny at office@downtownpresbyterian.org, or 
call 585-325-4000, ext. 15. 
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Sophia Circle meets via zoom the 2nd Sunday at 7:00 PM.  It is a “gender-

neutral space for spiritual reflection honoring the feminine within 
us all.”   We will gather the Circle on May 8th, Mother’s Day, and 
discuss “the Image of God As Mother.”  What do you think of 
this concept? How did you react to this when you first heard it, 
and what difference has it made?  How does this concept of God 
as mother relate to our mothers or mother figures we have 
known?  All are welcomed and encouraged to bring a poem or 

reading that relates to our topic. A zoom link will be sent in advance of the meeting. 
 



 



 
 

Bible and Psalm Study  
Bible and Psalm study continues its regular format on 

Tuesday mornings at 10:30 AM.   
There is rich and diverse conversation for about 1 hour 

and all are welcome.  A zoom link will be sent each 
week prior to the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

ASKING FOR YOUR HELP 

Palm Sunday was a “drop-
off” day for in-kind donations 
for KEEPING OUR PROMISE 
for the Rochester area 

Afghani Refugees.  Many items were collected by the Deacons and 
taken to the collection center on St. Paul St. 

Some of the items donated included: baking dishes, baking sheets, 
several large cooking pots with lids, carafes, sets of flatware, frying 
pans, metal cooking utensils, and a child car seat.   

This might be a way to donate some items in good or excellent 
condition as you uncover them when spring cleaning!!  If you have 
something to donate, please leave it in the Pastoral Care Office in 
May.  We will see that items get to the collection center. 

They are not accepting bikes, clothing, decorations, or drop-down 
cribs.  You can go to the KEEPING OUR PROMISE website, click on 
“donate” and then “in-kind donations” for a more inclusive list. 

We can all do a little to help a lot! 

 
 

 



 
Upcoming Presbytery Zoom Courses 

 
WHAT/TITLE:  Canoeing the Mountains -- Book Study  

Although explorers Lewis and Clark were prepared to find 
a waterway to the Pacific Ocean, instead they found 
themselves facing the Rocky Mountains. You too may feel 
that you are leading in a context you were not expecting. 
If you’re going to scale the mountains of ministry, you need 
to leave behind the canoe and find new navigational 
tools. 

Author of Canoeing the Mountains, Tod Bolsinger brings decades of expertise in guiding churches 
through uncharted territory to help you reimagine, what effective leadership looks like in our 
rapidly changing world. 

PRESENTER:  Elder Susan Orr. Transitional Leader/Stated Clerk, Presbytery of Genesee Valley 

WHEN:  Wednesdays, 4/20—5/25, 6:30-8 p.m. on Zoom. 

REGISTRATION:   Register in advance for this course:   After registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the meeting. Save this link as it is the link you will use to enter 
the book study each week. 

CONTACT:   Susan Orr, leader@pbygenval.org 

 

*************************************************************************** 

WHAT/TITLE:  A Closer Look at Land Acknowledgements  
 
Making a land acknowledgement has become very fashionable. 
This presentation is designed to help you: 
 
• Explore its origins as well as the how and why it came into the 
 mainstream culture 
• Hear about the spiritual, theological, and political underpinnings 

      and implications 
• Discover the components that should be included in a land acknowledgement 
• Consider the validity of related criticisms that prompt our attention to this issue 
• Identify the pros for a faith community or organization to devote the time to creating one 

 

Continued on next page. 
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WHAT/TITLE:  A Closer Look at Land Acknowledgements 

PRESENTER:  Roberta Davis   Roberta Davis self-identifies as an Indigenous person–a person of African-
American and Native American heritages. She is aware of the impact of the colonization process 
on her understanding of self, others, and the environment. She is in the process of re-
indigenization, a recovery of the thoughts, ways of life, languages, and philosophies of her 
ancestral peoples so as to find a healthier way of life and she welcomes the opportunityto explore 
the practice of land acknowledgement as a way of furthering this growth. 

WHEN:  Thursday, April 28, 2022  at 7:00pm – 8:30pm   On Zoom 
 
REGISTRATION:  Register in advance here   After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the meeting. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mindy Shaffer  |  mindyashaffer@gmail.com   |    585-727-0463, or 
Nancy Simpson at 585-478-5940. 

***************************************************************************** 

WHAT/TITLE:  Who Will Roll the Stone Away?  Tent of 
Nations Pursuit of Peace and Justice 

Hear the story that focuses on a 106-year-old organic farm in the 
hills southwest of Bethlehem known as the Tent of Nations, 
owned by a Palestinian Lutheran family. 

“Before the pandemic, the family welcomed thousands of 
international visitors to the farm each year, offering visitors a 

vision of peaceful resistance to the Israeli military occupation and injustice. 

In spite of the great injustices they have suffered, including incursions by Israeli military who have destroyed 
olive and other fruit trees, they refuse to be enemies and instead aim to be a model of sustainable farming and 
empowerment to young people to build a new and just Palestine.” 

It is an honor and privilege to have Dauod Nassar from the Tent of Nations farm join us for this session. 

Facilitated by Doug Dicks, this session includes: 

• a video and review of the relationships between PC(USA) congregations and the church’s mission partners 
in Israel and Palestine 

• resources for Presbyterian groups who visit the region 
• ways of cultivating connections that encourage Middle Eastern Christians and inspire U.S. Presbyterians 

WHEN:  Sunday, May 1, 2022  at   12:30pm – 2:00pm   On Zoom 

PRESENTERS: Mindy Shaffer and Doug Dicks 

REGISTRATION: Advance registration is required, register here 

CONTACT: Mindy Shaffer, mindyashaffer@gmail.com 
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Towards a Just and Sustainable Future for Israel/Palestine 
May 22, 2022, 1:30-4:00PM 

On Sunday, May 22nd of this year, 
we will come together as a broad 
community to listen to one another. 
We will first hear from our partners 
in Palestine and Israel - two 
courageous people who have 
overcome their mistrust, frustration, 
and hatred and decided to work 
together. They are part of the NGO 
– Combatants for Peace, that works 
diligently and non-violently for peace 
and reconciliation in their shared 
homeland. 

Subsequently, the audience will 
break into listening circles where 
each person will have an equal 
opportunity to share their thoughts 
and feelings. We invite you to be 
ready to listen with an open mind, to 
be challenged in your 
understanding, and to be 
transformed by what you hear. One 
of our objectives is to grow the 
seeds of compassion and 
understanding that reside in each of 
us. Then, we will reunite to conclude 
our event. 

We will gather together from 1:30 – 4:00 PM. All participants will need to 
preregister online – click here → https://afcfp.org/rochester-event/. Also, each 
attendee will need to show their COVID vaccination cards and be wearing a proper face 
mask. 

Questions can be directed to Elaine Johnson. 

Sincerely,  
the I/P Steering Committee 

         Shira May - Center for Dispute Settlement 

         Elaine Johnson – Rochester Witness for Palestine 

         Jim Berger – American Friends of Combatants for Peace 
  

https://afcfp.org/rochester-event/


MAY 2022 

 MEETING AND EVENTS 
Newsletters arrive the 1st of every month. 

Newsletter deadline is the 20th of every month. 
 
 

 
Sunday, May 1, 2022    9:00AM Sunday Forum via Zoom 
    11:00AM  Worship – In person & via Live Stream 
 
Monday, May 2, 2022    1:00PM COVID Team Meeting via Zoom 
 
Tuesday, May 3, 2022  10:30AM Psalm & Bible Study via Zoom 
      7:00PM DPC Session Conversation via Zoom 
 
Wednesday, May 4, 2022   7:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
       5:30PM Justice Meeting via Zoom 
 
Thursday, May 5, 2022    5:00PM Worhship Team Meeting via Zoom 
       
Saturday, May 7, 2022    2:00PM Memorial Service in Honor of Sally States 
 
 
 
  
Sunday, May 8, 2022    9:00AM Sunday Forum via Zoom 
    11:00AM  Worship – In person & via Live Stream 
      7:00PM Sophia Circle via Zoom 
 
Monday, May 9, 2022    7:00PM Engagement Team Meeting via Zoom 
 
Tuesday, May 10, 2022  10:30AM Psalm & Bible Study via Zoom 
      6:30PM Deacons Meeting via Zoom 
 
Wednesday, May 11, 2022   7:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
Thursday, May 12, 2022   5:00PM Finance Team Meeting via Zoom 
      7:30PM Property Team Meetng 
 
Saturday, May 14, 2022 10:00AM Transisiton Team Event 
 
 
 
 
  
 



Sunday, May 15, 2022    9:00AM Sunday Forum via Zoom 
    11:00AM  Worship – In person & via Live Stream 
 
Tuesday, May 17, 2022  10:30AM Psalm & Bible Study via Zoom 
      7:00PM Session Meeting via Zoom 
 
Wednesday, May 18, 2022   7:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
Friday, May 20, 2022  12:00PM Newsletter Deadline 
    12:00PM Round Table Book Group Meeting via Zoom 
 
Saturday, May 21, 2022 11:00AM Memorial Service & Reception in Honor of  
      Bonnie Lloyd 
    11:00AM The NAMI Walk 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, May 22, 2022    9:00AM Sunday Forum via Zoom 
    11:00AM  Worship – In person & via Live Stream 
 
Tuesday, May 24, 2022  10:30AM Psalm & Bible Study via Zoom 
 
Wednesday, May 25, 2022   7:00PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, May 29, 2022    9:00AM Sunday Forum via Zoom 
    11:00AM  Worship – In person & via Live Stream 
 
Monday, May 30, 2022  Memorial Day – In observance of Memorial Day, the   
    building is closed. 
 
 
Tuesday, May 31, 2022  10:30AM  Psalm & Bible Study via Zoom 
 

 
 

Downtown United Presbyterian Church 
121 North Fitzhugh Street 

Rochester, New York 14614 
585-325-4000 
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