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Spirit Speaks . . . 

Whistling Swans,  
Do you bow your head when you pray or do you 

look 

up into that blue space? 

Take your choice, prayers fly from all 
directions. 

And don’t worry about what language you use, 

God no doubt understands them all. 

 

Even when the swans are flying north and making 

such a ruckus of noise, God is surely listening  

and understanding. 

Rumi said, There is no proof of the soul. 

But isn’t the return of spring and how it 

springs up in our hearts a pretty good hint? 

Yes, I know, God’s silence never breaks, but is 

that really a problem? 

There are thousands of voices, after all. 

And furthermore, don’t you imagine (I just suggest it) 

that the swans know about as much as we do about 

the whole business? 

So listen to them and watch them, singing as they fly. 

Take from it what you can.                                                             

Mary Oliver, Devotions 



 

 

Join Us Every Sunday! 
You are just one click away! To attend, 

click on the link below: 

  https://downtownpresbyterian.org/listentoworship/ 
Or 

Listen to the service by telephone! Call 516-387-8935 

To listen to the service by phone, please use our dedicated DPC number and dial in a 
couple of minutes before 11am this Sunday on 516-387-8935.   

You will hear a specialized greeting:  "Hello! You are joining a conference call at 
the Downtown Presbyterian Church in Rochester, NY."   If you call after 11am, you'll be 
connected with the service in progress.  

If you have questions about connecting with worship by phone, please call Don Fairman 
at his home, 585-594-8938.  Don will be happy to help.  

 

In-Person Worship Update 
Hello members & friends! 

About a month ago Tucker Ruderman, DPC's Worship Chair, and Chair 
of the Reopening Committee, sent out on eConnect a very helpful 
letter. In it he laid out in detail all the steps and many tasks that 

needed to be accomplished to have a safe and joyful reopening of in-person worship. We 
are so aware of the excitement and anticipation for this long-awaited day. Tucker 
explained that there are an astonishing number of tasks and interconnecting layers to re-
opening and we want you to know we are making steady significant gains, working quickly 
and as safely as possible.   

When I joined the Committee, I remember being a bit curious as to why we weren't ready 
to go!  After attending the first meeting I understood why, and now I have great respect 
for all the preliminary and ongoing work of Don Fairman and Tucker and Mary Rees. Also 
working hard to get things up and running are Eileen Smith, Rev. Deb Swift, Lee Wright, 
and our staff, Penny, Teresa, and Joseph. 

One of the most critical tasks to a safe and relatively organized reopening is the 
recruitment and training of congregation members to be both screeners or ushers on 
Sundays. We are grateful that Carol Snook has graciously stepped up to organize and help 
train our usher volunteers. We are also grateful that Becky Parks has volunteered to 
become the coordinator and scheduler for our screeners.   

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/listentoworship/


 

In-Person Worship Update continued from previous page … 

Due to CDC guidelines, we will not be able to make a mad dash for 
our favorite pews, but will be seated and socially distanced as 
appropriate, by the ushers. 

When you arrive at church, you will enter at the ramp door and follow signs that will lead 
to screeners seated at a table just past the red-carpet area, who will check temperatures, 
and take names and addresses for purposes of contract tracing should it be necessary.   
There are protocols to follow, and that we are in the process of fine tuning them.  

You will need to pre-register to attend worship either through calling the church or 
registering on our church website. This will allow us to better prepare and to do the 
required contact tracing. We are working to make this as simple as possible, and will send 
out detailed instructions via post mail, eConnect and eNews prior to re-opening.   

The template we are using and have been using reflects the most recent iterations of the 
CDC recommendations. This includes seating charts and signage to help folks navigate 
and stay safe. We have had to think about how to safely have an offering, how to do 
communion, how to make music together, and assess both the deep importance of these 
parts of worship, along with the recognition that modifications must be made to keep us 
healthy! We take both pieces very seriously. 

One plea! I will be sending out a church email asking again for volunteers willing to be 
available on SOME, not every Sunday, to help usher and or screen. We'll train you and 
the tasks are not difficult or onerous, but they are critical and we can't successfully reopen 
without more volunteers! 

Thank you for your 
patience with this 
intricate process. We 
appreciate and are 
thankful for your 
understanding. If this 
past year that we 
have all shared at 
DUPC were a book of 
the Bible, it would 
have to be Job! 

Love, peace, prayers 
and gratitude to each 
and every one of you! 

Kim McConnell 
Reopening Committee 
  



 

Hi friends, In her poem “From the Book of Time” 
Mary Oliver writes, 
 
I rise this morning early as usual, and 
went to my desk. 
But it’s spring, 
 
and the thrush is in the woods 
somewhere in the twirled branches, 
and he is singing. 
 
Interrupting Mary Oliver, let us sing 
 HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all those who are  

celebrating birthdays in May! May you all have wonderful celebrations!  
     

Don Fairman 
Karen Hultz 

Andrew Dowd 
Kim McConnell 

Jacque Hancock 
Greg Partridge 

Ellen Horn 
Debbie St. Germaine 

William Costain 
Bruce Taft 

Ruth DeBoer 
Carol Button 

John Williams 
Amy Yelle 

Joan Wolfarth 

 
Please let us know if we have missed anyone.  
 
Spring blessings to all, 
The Downtown Church Deacons      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo of Mary Bookout’s Home Garden 
 

  



 

Who’s in the Pews 
This month's interview might better be called "who's in the booth, 
forsooth," Rather than "who's in the pews? "Does that give you a hint? 
I had a very enjoyable and lively interview with our very own  

Dave McDowell. 

Dave and his wife Fran joined Central Presbyterian Church in 1963, and came to DUPC in 
1973 with the merger of our downtown churches. That puts his membership just shy of 
60 years! 

Many of you know Dave as one of our fantastic sound (and now video!) engineers. Dave 
also spent much of his career at Kodak running The International Standards department 
for their printing and publishing divisions. Dave has loved every part of his career, which 
included printing and publishing, and satellite and aerial reconnaissance work! Don't ask 

him about what he did... he might have to "make you disappear" 😊😊     . 
Dave says he was a PK, or preacher's kid. He remembers Sundays were a relatively 
quiet day in honor of the sabbath. You could read, or maybe ride your bike if you were 
very good! 

Here are excerpts from our Q and A: 
 
Q: Dave, if you were a potato how would you liked to be cooked? 
A: Baked! With sour cream and bacon! 
 
Q: What's your favorite hobby? 
A: Reading mysteries. 
 
Q: What is something people may not know about you? 
A: I was born in Nova Scotia 
 
Q: What kind of coffee do you drink? 
A: Any kind that is caffeinated. I don't care. I take it black, and go through about  
      a pot a day. 
 
Q: What advice would you give to your younger self? 
A: Never say no when someone offers you the opportunity to do something new! 
 
I asked Dave, if he took his own advice and he answered with a resounding yes! He sees 
his work and life experiences (including much opportunity for international travel) as a 
series of fascinating adventures. 
 
Q: Dave, what 3 people from history would you have over for dinner and 
  conversation? 
A: Albert Einstein, Alexander Graham Bell, and Johannes Gutenberg. 
 



(Interview with David McDowell, continued from previous page.) 
 
Q: Ocean or Lake? 
A: Ocean. 
 
Q: Cats or Dogs? 
A: Dogs. 
 
Q: Summer, Fall, Winter, Spring? 
A: All of them! 
 
Q: Would you rather go back in time to visit your ancestors, or go to the future  

and see your descendants? 
A: Go into the future and find out more about the new and unknown. 
 
Many thanks to Dave for sharing with us. His approach to doing the interview was " well 
it's not really my thing... but why not!" 

 
Excellent advice as we all move forward together into our next chapters as The DUPC! 
 
Kim 
For CCE 

 
 

 
 

Downtown Church Member 
Connie Ehindero 

Will Have Several Works Displayed 
 

The Rochester-based Working with Wax artist group 
invites the public to “Many Voices – One Journey”, which 
is on display May 7-29 at the Village Gallery, 3119 Main 
St., Caledonia.   

The exhibit features the work of nearly 30 artists working 
in wax-based media.  The gallery is open from 10a.m. to 
4p.m. on Fridays through Sundays.  Admission is free. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Celebrating Penny! 
This month marks 20 years that Penny Crudup has been 
secretary for Downtown Presbyterian Church!!!  To celebrate 
this special anniversary, on May 3rd the Session and Deacons 
hosted a joyful luncheon for Penny, the staff and tenants, 

Penny’s mom Earnestine, and some Session and Deacon 
representatives.  Penny was also celebrated with emails 
and cards from church members and friends.  
 

Congratulations Penny!  You 
have been a blessing to us for 
20 years!  You have been our 
go-to, will-do, always there 
person!  Thank you for your 
faithful service, your cheerful 
dedication, your 
professionalism, your 
wonderful sense of humor, 
your friendship, and your 
patience with us!   
May you be with us for 
another 20 years!   
 

 

  



Why I am Running in the ROC Juneteenth 5K Walk/Run 
 
This year’s fifth annual ROC 
Juneteenth 5K Run/Walk will 
continue to shed light on what is one 
of the most significant yet under-
celebrated dates in the struggle for 
Civil Rights.  Juneteenth 
commemorates June 19, 1865, 
when Major General Gordon 
Granger, born in Sodus, NY, 
marched into the country’s final 

stronghold of slavery, Galveston, Texas, as the Emancipation Proclamation (two years 
earlier) had had little impact on Texas, and the limited number of Union troops could not 
enforce the Executive Order. However, General Granger’s troops of 2,000 were strong 
enough to highly influence and overcome any resistance. On this day the Day of 
Celebration began for formerly enslaved people. 
  
Participants of the virtual event may sign up between now and midnight on June 19, 2021. 
For those who wish to walk or run the in-person race, the event will be held at 1 pm June 
19, 2021, in Genesee Valley Park, Rochester, NY. The virtual run/walk will cost $10; the 
in-person run/walk will cost $25 ($30 the day of the event). Registration fees will go 
toward the funding of a Rochester Civil Rights Heritage Site, which will honor local Civil 
Rights leaders. Those interested in getting information and in registering for the race can 
go to itsyourrace.com and search Juneteenth, for the ROC Juneteenth 5K Run/Walk: 
https://juneteenth5k.itsyourrace.com/event.aspx?id=9320. 
  
Running last year during the 5K Run/Walk was especially challenging for me because it 
occurred in the aftermath of the tragic murder of Ahmaud Abrey.  During every run, I take 
a moment to collect my thoughts and reflect on the many reasons that I run.  Running 
helps me clear my head, I like exploring areas, and I sign up for events like the ROC 
Juneteenth 5K Run/Walk. 
  
Ahmaud could have been running for any of these reasons before his life was needlessly 
taken by two men who knew nothing about him other than the color of his skin.  I think 
about the long list of common activities requiring me to pause and wonder whether this 
will be the last time I see my family. Walking wearing a hoodie, running, driving...the list 
goes on and on.  I thought about the fact that requests to address institutional racism 
that causes inequality and injustice are met with outright rejection/violence or passive 
dismissal by some. 
  
All of these thoughts went through my mind as I take my first steps. With each stride I 
pushed aside these initial thoughts. With each stride I choose to focus on the fact that I 
won’t stop running just like I won’t stop trying to build a diverse and inclusive community. 
Building that type of community involves uncomfortable conversations and changes to 
existing societal structures. But this needs to happen because the status quo is 
unacceptable. 
  

about:blank


If we run together as I see many people running with Ahmaud now, we can do it. One 
step can turn into a run, just like one person can turn into a movement that transforms 
our community.  I choose to run with Ahmaud towards that transformative movement.   
  
Whatever your reason for running or walking, I hope you will join me in the ROC 
Juneteenth 5K Run/Walk.  I will be running with team Downtown United Presbyterian 
Church. 
 

Jonathan Nwagbaraocha, Chair – Justice League 

  



 
Save the Date for these upcoming  

CCE fellowship events!! 
 
Sun. May 16 at 3 PM:  Walk at Mt Hope cemetery. Meet at the North entrance 

off Mt Hope, near the fountain.  Fun for the whole family! 
 
Sun. June 6 from 2-4 PM: Chalk the Walk and Memorial Garden planting at church - 
     something fun for all ages! More details to follow! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
                                                       

John DeHority at Driving Park Bridge on 
the Maplewood Trail Walk. Photo taken 
by Sam King. 
 

 

Grace Smith-
Nwagbaraocha 
with 
Frederick 
Douglass at 
Maplewood 
Park. Her mom, 
Laura Smith, 
helped to 
restore the 
statue! Watch 
for this story in 
next month’s 
newsletter! 

Photo from the hike at Maplewood 
Park - a group shot taken by a 
willing bystander! 
 



  

 

The Justice League and Session 
bring you More Light 
Presbyterian news. Long time 
member Virginia Davidson left a 
trust to DUPC to support 
LGBTQIA+ work in our church. 
Previously, this money was 

allocated to That All May Freely Serve, which has now concluded its work. Session recently 
voted to send this to More Light Presbyterians on a quarterly basis. As a More Light church 
(and borrowing from MLP’s mission statement), we re-commit to working for “full 
participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and asexual 
(LGBTQIA+) people in the life, ministry and witness of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and 
in society,” especially as it intersects with racial justice, equity, and to affirm LGBTQIA+ 
People of Color. For more information about More Light Presbyterians, go 
to: http://mlp.org 

 

 

DUPC BOOK GROUP  
Our book group is going to tackle a non-fiction this 
time that they heard from Ed Sapher, is a “page 
turner.”  Some of us were reluctant about reading 
what seemed to be a scientific drama in real life, but 
were also drawn to the life of an extraordinary 
woman who was determined to break into the 
biomedical ceiling – and she did!  It’s a long read 
and it does have complexities but it is also very 
interesting.  If you can just keep plowing through 
the DNA nomenclature, I think you’ll enjoy it. 
  
We may take 2 months to read it—and we will still 
meet on the 3rd Friday of the month to see how 
we’re doing; -- May 21 at noon – zoom!  
 
A reminder will be sent out with a link as we get 
closer to the event.  If you want to join our regular 
group of readers, contact Marie Gibson. 
 
  

http://mlp.org/


 
 

Thank you Members and Friends of the Downtown United 
Presbyterian Church (DUPC) for all of the ways that you celebrated 
my twenty years of employment at DUPC!  
 
In the words of Steve Jobs, “the only way 
to do great work, is to love the work you 
do.” Thank you DUPC for the opportunity to 
love the work I do. 

 
Most Sincerely, 
 
Penny Crudup, Secretary 
Downtown United Presbyterian Church 
 
 
 

 

The Next issue of Celebration  
arrives Friday, June 11, 2021. 

  
Please submit articles, snapshots,  

and announcements to: pcrudup@downtownpresbyterian.org  
by noon on Monday, June 7th.  

 
 
 
 

Downtown United Presbyterian Church 

121 North Fitzhugh Street 

Rochester, New York 14614 

585-325-4000 

office@downtownpresbyterian.org 
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