Celebration
September 1, 2022
Church Newsletter
Interim Pastor’s Message
I have loved Frederick Buechner’s writing for decades, and consider his sermons to be
among the loveliest and most profound that I have read. And so with countless others, I
was sad to hear of his passing on August 15 – although, given that he had reached the
age of 96 years, one can only rejoice that a long and fruitful life had now passed from
glory into glory.
His prayers, no less than his sermons, have great power to move both heart and mind,
and one in particular I am thinking about today, as summer turns toward fall, and
students and teachers prepare to return to their vitally important work together.
But I’m also thinking of it in terms of this congregation, as the Transition Team prepares
its written report of its findings and begins to wrap up its work.
And so I offer it to you now, that it might be your prayer for the young, for this
congregation, and for all who stand at times of change and of choosing:
"O thou, who art the God no less of those who know thee not, than of those who love
thee well: be present with us at the times of choosing, when time stands still and all
that lies behind and all that lies ahead are caught up in the mystery of a moment.
“Be present especially with the young, who must
choose between many voices. Help them to
know how much an old world needs their youth
and gladness. Help them to know that there are
words of truth and healing that will never be
spoken unless they speak them, and deeds of
compassion and courage that will never be done
unless they do them."
-- Frederick Buechner (1926 -2022)
Peace and all good,
Laurie

Thank you for Serving as Liturgist!
Thank you for serving as liturgist! We are so
glad you’ll be sharing your voice as we
worship together.
If you are serving as part of the liturgist
rotation and you are unable to serve on a
9/11 Pat Tweet
certain Sunday, please contact one of the
alternates to line up your own substitute.
9/18 Sally Allison
Then
email
Penny
Crudup
at
9/25 Nancy Brown
pcrudup@downtownpresbyterian.org to let
her know who will be serving in your place. Alternates/substitutes are: Susan Richane,
Callie Babbitt, and Ed Saphar. If none of the alternates are available, please email
worship@downtownpresbyterian.org for assistance.
9/4 John Williams

A LITTLE TENDER LOVING CARE FOR THE CROSS AND CANDLESTICKS
Dave McDowell and Don Fairman noticed the poor
condition of the solid brass Gorham cross and
brass candlesticks that DUPC puts out on the
communion table for each service. They were
severely tarnished, and the candlesticks needed
repair. They were taken to Canal Metalsmiths for
repair and refinishing.
Before
The owners of Canal Metalsmiths, Timothy and
Kathleen
Cullen, took special care of the items and they
were returned in brilliant condition. Special
thanks to Canal Metalsmiths for their fine
work. They are the same craftspeople that
rebuilt the lights on the sanctuary entrance a
couple of years ago.

After

Linda Speer
Giok Oey
Taylor Duerr
Reed Summers
Ben Duerr
Will Duerr

Jane Duerr
Ian Eckert
Matthew Swartz
Jim Rees
Claudette Mitchell
Jim Tiefenthal
Marcia Summers

Round Table Book Group
The book we are reading for September is called
The Lincoln Highway,
by Amor Towles.

SOPHIA CIRCLE
SEPTEMBER 11TH
Sophia Circle will be
thinking about
“Our Faith, Our
Denomination,
and What We Really Believe.”

WINDSOR WADE REELS IN THE BIG ONE!
These are photos of Windsor on a fishing vacation
in Kodiak, Alaska on the Russian River – He says
he brought home 50 lbs. of Cod, Halibut, Rockfish,
and salmon. At one point he said they caught “a
nasty stingray that they couldn’t wait to throw it
back overboard!”

🎵🎵🎵🎵 Meet Our Choir Members! 🎵🎵🎵🎵
This is the final installment in our summer choir member series. I hope you have enjoyed learning
more about the wonderful people who love to sing in worship at Downtown Presbyterian
Church. Please join in welcoming the choir back to worship on Sunday, September 11th.
Perhaps you’d like to come to the first rehearsal on Wednesday, September 7th, 7-9PM, to see
firsthand what singing with the choir is all about! Contact Lee via 585-520-2003 (phone/txt) or
lwright@downtownpresbyterian.org

Stephen Lloyd
1. When did you start singing with the DUPC
choir, and what drew you to do so?
I joined approximately three years ago when a
piano presentation by Lee for a small
audience ended with an invitation to join
choir. I took Lee up on that invitation. I didn’t
know a baritone from a bass, but we quickly
decided that I was a baritone.
2. What is something that you particularly enjoy
about singing here?

(solos).

I enjoy the fellowship as well as the opportunity
to sing solos. As is said in the book, How
Baseball Imitates Life, when you’re out in the
field, you’re part of the team (in choir) but
when you stand at the plate, you stand alone

3. What non-musical activities bring you joy?
I am a skier and a playwright and a poet. I read poetry every Wednesday during the
summer at Equal Grounds and shift to other days during the choir season including the first
Tuesday of every month.
4. Would you like to share anything else about yourself with our congregation?
I am a deacon now and will be sworn in this fall. My duties will not include rooting out sin like
in How Green Was My Valley, but mainly care of our elder and house-bound population.
God Bless.

Jason Cloen
1. When did you start singing with the DUPC
choir, and what drew you to do so?
I joined DUPC's music ministry team in 2014, so
this fall will be my 9th year making music at
DUPC. I had recently moved back to
Rochester and was looking for a downtown
church with a nice organ and a progressive
congregation. DUPC easily fit these criteria!
Five years later, my husband Michael and I
joined the church at the encouragement of
our foster sons.
2. What is something that you particularly
enjoy about singing here?
Things that I love about attending, singing and
playing at DUPC include: the warm and
welcoming congregation, the skilled musicians I am blessed to collaborate with, the
beautiful space, the focus on social justice, and having the opportunity to grow my musical
skill set - dabbling in improvisation and singing in front of a microphone are not things I had
ever done before!
3. What non-musical activities bring you joy?
Outside of church I enjoy biking, roller-blading, swimming, eating, cooking, gardening,
reading, camping, traveling, and spending time with friends and family. My day job as a
pediatric palliative care social worker also brings me joy and fulfillment.
4. Would you like to share anything else about yourself with our congregation?
Lee Wright introduced me to my now-husband Michael Wells back in 2015, and we've been
married for 5 years. We live in the 19th ward and are the proud and busy parents of Jordan
(16), Tamya (9), and Taybian (8). We remain in contact with Adam & Autumn, Jordan's older
siblings that often joined as at church in 2019 and 2020. The foster system probably wants us
to welcome more children into our home, but our family feels right just the way it is!

Alan Jones
1. When did you start singing with the DUPC
choir, and what drew you to do so?
I started in the fall of 1979 while a grad student
at Eastman. Don Shetler and Milford Fargo
were in the church choir and professors in the
Music Education Department at ESM. They
recommended me to be the music leader for
the CII service that had recently been
developed as an experiential/experimental
form of worship.
2. What is something that you particularly
enjoy about singing here?

spiritually.

I love the wide range of repertoire that we
perform in the choir. I'm continually
challenged and enriched musically and

3. What non-musical activities bring you joy?
I'm an avid golfer, I love hiking, exploring waterfalls and growing flowers.
4. Would you like to share anything else about yourself with our congregation?
I'm originally from Columbus, Ohio and received a B.S. in Theory/Composition and Voice
Performance from Capital University Conservatory of Music. I received a M.M. in Music
Education from Eastman. I was a teacher of choral music for 32 years at Spencerport H.S. I
currently perform concerts across the country with Michael Lasser, former host of WXXI's
Fascinatin' Rhythm. I live in the Spencerport area with my wife, Joanne and my dog, Sonja.

Kat Kirby
1. When did you start singing with the DUPC
choir, and what drew you to do so?
I started singing with the DUPC choir last year
as a substitute, and I'm excited to become a
full-time member this year!
2. What is something that you particularly
enjoy about singing here?
I enjoy the diverse repertoire that the DUPC
choir performs, because it makes each week
new and exciting as a singer.
3. What non-musical activities bring you joy?
I am a HUGE animal lover, so talk to me about
your pets!!
4. Would you like to share anything else about yourself with our congregation?
Born and raised in Florida, I moved to Rochester with my partner and three cats to pursue my
Masters in Vocal Performance from the Eastman School of Music. I graduated in the Spring of
2022 and I am now in the insane process of applying/auditioning for programs at various
opera companies. I am also working as a full-time pet sitter, so basically I hang out with
animals all day! Fun fact, DUPC choir member, Anna Louise Martin, and I were double cast in
my last opera production during my time at Eastman!

An Alternate Route to DUPC on
Sunday, September 25th May Be Necessary
Greetings Rochester Friends,
This is your yearly reminder of the coming of the Rochester
½ Marathon, 5K and newly added Kids ½ Mile on Sunday,
th
September 25 at Frontier Field. The Half and the 5K will begin at Maplewood Park at
7:30AM and 7:40AM respectively and the Kids ½ Mile will begin at High Falls area at
10:30AM. The course closes at 11AM.
The Half Marathon course traverses north of Rochester via Lake Ave and onto Turning
Point Park via the Greenway River Trail. Athletes turn Right over the O’Rorke Bridge then
Right onto Thomas through Irondequoit onto St Paul. After the Cooperative Extension,
athletes go through that parking lot to the pedestrian bridge at Seneca Park. They will
then turn left off the bridge onto the Genesee River Trail all the way to Brewer Street
popping onto St Paul again heading south. Turning right at the Pont de Rennes onto
Morrie Silver Way where the finish line awaits in front of Frontier Field.
The 5K takes the final 3.1 miles of the half course to exact same finish line. The Kids ½
mile will start in High Falls making a tiny square landing on Morrie Silver Way where they
turn left and head to the identical finish line as the Half and 5K.
As we get closer we will share the traffic advisory, but wanted to give you a heads up
now. Currently we are expecting 2000 athletes and are excited to showcase our streets,
bridges and river ways again.
We thank you so much for your support. All information on the event can be found
at www.rochesterhalfmarathon.com.
Please Stay Well | Stay Active
Regards,
Ellen Brenner
VP/CFO Fleet Feet & YellowJacket Racing

Fall Church Group Events Remain Virtual . .
. for the time being:
• Bible Study will resume on Tuesday mornings at
10:30 AM.
•

Sophia Circle will resume on the 2nd Sunday evening of each month at 7PM

•

Roundtable Book Group will continue on the 3rd Friday of each month at Noon.

Links and information on content of these events will be sent to members of each group
and also on eConnect a few days in advance.
We are looking forward to an engaging and spiritual fall season and hope that we can
eventually move toward the time when we can all be safely together again under one
roof – or we may work toward alternating options.

SEPTEBMER 2022
MEETING AND EVENTS

Newsletters arrive the 1st of every month.
Newsletter deadline is the 20th of every month.
Thursday, September 1, 2022

5:00PM
7:00PM

Worship Team Meetin via Zoom
Congregational & Community
Engagement Meeting via Zoom

Sunday, September 4, 2022

10:00AM
11:00AM

Worship
Coffee Hour in the Narthex

Monday, September 5, 2022

Labor Day The Building is Closed

Wednesday, September 7, 2022

5:30PM
7:00PM

Justice League Meeting via Zoom
Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, September 8, 2022

5:00PM
7:30PM

Finance Team Meeting via Zoom
Protperty Team Meeting

Sunday, September 11, 2022

9:00AM
10:00AM
11:00AM
12:00PM

Monday, September 12, 2022

4:00PM
7:00PM

Transition Team Meeting via Zoom
Congregational & Community
Engagement Meeting via Zoom

Tuesday, September 13, 2022

6:30PM

Deacons Meeting (location to be
determined.)

Wednesday, September 14, 2022

7:00PM

Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, September 18, 2022

9:00AM
10:00AM
11:00AM
12:00PM

Monday, September 19, 2022

4:00PM

Tuesday, September 20, 2022

12:00PM
7:00PM

Wedenesday, September 21, 2022

7:00PM

Sunday School
Choir Warm-up
Worship
Coffee Hour in the Narthex

Sunday School
Choir Warm-up
Worship
Coffee Hour in the Narthex
Transition Team Meeting via zoom
Newsletter Deadline
Session Meeting via Zoom
Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, September 25, 2022

9:00AM
10:00AM
11:00AM
12:00PM

Monday, September 26, 2022

Transition Team Meeting via Zoom

Wedenesday, September 28, 2022

7:00PM

Sunday School
Choir Warm-up
Worship
Coffee Hour in the Narthex

Choir Rehearsal
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