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September 1, 2024 

Pastorõs Message 

To my sisters, brothers and kin of the  

Downtown United Presbyterian Church, 

No matter where we are on our life journey we all should 

maintain goals for our life and for our spirit. In his book  

The Inward Journey: Meditations on the Spiritual Quest, 

Howard Thurman, beginning with the words of Saint Francis, 

states a few of his goals and prays: 

ñLord, make me an instrument of Thy Peace.ò Teach me 

how to order my days that with sure touch I may say the 

right word at the right time and in the right way — lest I 

betray the spirit of peace. Let me not be deceived by my 

own insecurity and weakness which would make me hurt 

another as I try desperately to help myself. Keep watch 

with me, O my [Father], over the days of my life, that  

with abiding enthusiasm I may be in such possession of 

myself that each day I may offer to Thee the full, unham-

pered use of me in all my parts as ñan instrument of Thy 

Peace.ò  

Amen. 

I find this prayer to be both a quest for transformation and a 

point of reflection upon my own life. I ask that you reflect  

on this prayer and see how it might guide your walk of faith. 

Your Brother In Christ, 

Pastor Phil 



Accessing Spiritual Support  

Looking for spiritual support outside of Sunday Worship? Want to request prayers  

for yourself, a family member, or a friend? Need a listening ear, calm voice, or help with 

resources, whether physical or spiritual in nature?  

Please reach out and call the office at DUPC at 325-4000 and your call will be 

directed to the pastor and/or the co-Moderators of the Deacons (Henry Ehindero, 

Cindy Hamilton, or Jacque Hancock).  

You can also leave a voicemail for the pastor at extension 123, send him an 

email at davis@downtownpresbyterian.org or email one of the Deacons mentioned above 

at hehindero@gmail.com, cjh14609@gmail.com, or jacqcrshnck@aol.com. Rest assured, 

you matter! 
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Prayer Request Cards  
Sharing Our Joys and Concerns with One Another  

Thank you to the Worship Team for  

creating and implementing the Prayer  

Request Cards. Their use has now become 

a standard part of our worship service as 

we bring our Joys and Concerns top God 

and share them with one another. Please 

share any feedback you have regarding 

their use with the Worship Committee.  

1. You can indicate whether what you 

share will be included in Prayers of the 

People or shared only with the pastor 

and the church Deacons. 

2. Pronunciation ñhelpò especially for 

names, and legible printing are both 

greatly appreciated. 

3. Prayer cards will be collected in  bas-

kets during the hymn following the 

sermon. 
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September Liturgists  

September 1 - Nancy Brown 

September 8 - Bob Richane 

September 15 - Sally Allison 
Thank You!  

   September 22 - Bob Richane 

   September 29 - Elizabeth Katz 

 Worship returns to 11 AM  
Along with Nursery Care and Sunday School  

The second Sunday in September  

 September 8, 2024  

Come join us in September for our next Sophia Circle gathering! We will be meet-

ing on September 15 at 7PM via Zoom and would love to have a record number of 

folks attending. The topic will be ñEvolving Faithò and is sure to be inspiring. 

We discuss a wide range of topics from  

favorite hymns, to Biblical characters, to 

nature, all with a focus on how a given  

topic interplays with our spiritual seeking.  

Each gathering is a time of conversation 

and sharing that is inclusive and gender 

neutral. All are welcome. A Zoom link is 

sent out via eConnect and to the Sophia  

Circle listserv prior to each gathering. 

At left is a photo from a picnic held  

August 25, at Nancy Brownôs home. Nancy hosted several regular group participants 

for an evening of good food and conversation.  

Sophia Circle Returns September 15!  
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Forward From 50: Lighting the Way  
Upcoming Golden Jubilee Celebrations  

We may be saying goodbye to Summer shortly, but we are saying hello to Fall in style 

as we look forward to celebrating the 50 years of our merger with some more fun 

events! 

Merger Memories and More by our Members! 

Please join us on Sunday, Sept. 15th following worship to hear some of our current 

members recall the memories they have of the merger 

in 1974.  Mary Bookout, Karen Hultz, Sam King, Joan 

and Bill Mackey, Dave McDowell, Mary Rees, Carol 

Samuel, and Ed Saphar have graciously agreed to 

share their memories of the joining of First, Brick, and 

Central Presbyterian churches to form the Downtown 

United Presbyterian Church, as well as their experi-

ences in the years following the merger. We will meet 

in the Shaw Room following worship for a light lunch 

together as we enjoy the recollections of these beloved 

friends of our congregation.   So that we can get a reliable count for lunch, we ask 

that you sign up at the front desk, or on one of the sign-up sheets at the coffee 

hour following worship, or by contacting one of us on the Jubilee Planning Team.           

   Check out the flyer for this event on page 9. 

 

 

 

 

Community PRISM Concert and Reception 

On Sunday, October 13th, we will celebrate the downtown arts community and the  

relationships that DUPC has with our tenants.  We will be hosting a community 

PRISM Concert at 4PM in the sanctuary with presentations by Off Monroe Players 

(OMP), Rochester Gay Menôs Chorus (RGMC), Rochester Womenôs Community 

Chorus (RWCC), Open Road Theater (ORT), the Spiritus Gospel Choir, the DUPC 

choir with First Inversion, Pegasus Early Music, Hochstein, ROCMusic, an Eastman 

organist, Alan Jones and Phyl Contestable, and Jason Cloen and Lee Wright.  

A free-will offering at this concert will benefit the ROCMusic collaborative, a  

DUPC Merger  

Memories  

& More  

9/15/24  
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Did you know you can contribute to Downtown United Presbyterian 
Church electronically? Click here to go to the donation page, or you 

can use the QR code to the right to make your contribution. Or, look 

for the donation button on our website home page in the upper 

righthand corner. 

 Session Highlights  

ONLINE GIVING  

program that provides free lessons, ensemble experience, instruments, and perfor-

mance opportunities to students who reside in the city of Rochester. There will also be 

a   reception following the concert in the Hallock Lounge which will give all of us a 

chance to meet and mingle with our concert performers and guests – so save the date! 
 

Final Golden Jubilee Celebration Luncheon 

We will wrap up our year of 50th Anniversary Celebrations with an all-church 

luncheon on Sunday, November 10th following worship. Save the date  

      and  watch for more details about this event in future newsletters. 
 

 

 

 Your 50th Anniversary Planning Team, 
 Nancy Brown, Kim McConnell, Becky Parks, Carol Snook, Lee Wright. 
   

 

Your Session took a deserved respite from their monthly meeting in August as many 

committees did. Members will be back at work in September for their regular meeting 

on September 17th. Please keep the moderator and each member in your prayers as 

they focus on the life and vitality of the DUPC community. 

Continued from page 4. 

about:blank#/tithely/give-one-time/5999584
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  Have you had the chance to read An Unfinished Love Story: A Personal History 

of the 60ôs by Doris Kearns Goodwin yet? There is still time to enjoy this ac-

claimed work of non-fiction.  Whether you were alive in that decade, a student of 

history, or both, this book ñartfully weaves to-

gether biography, memoir, and history.ò 

ñDick and Doris Goodwin were married for 42  

 years and married to American history even longer.  

ñThe Goodwinsô last great adventure involved  

 finally opening the more than three hundred boxes 

of letters, diaries, documents, and memorabilia that 

Dick had saved for more than fifty years. They  

 soon realized they had before them an unparalleled 

personal time capsule of the 1960s, illuminating 

public and private moments of a decade when indi-

viduals were powered by the conviction they could 

make a difference; a time, like today, marked by 

struggles for racial and economic justice, a time 

when lines were drawn and loyalties tested. ñ 

 

All are welcome. The Zoom link will be sent out on eConnect later this month.   

3rd Friday Book Group ~Summer Reading  

Join Us ~ September 20  

Psalms+ Bible Study Group  

Returning This Month!  

After a refreshing summer break, the Psalms+ Bible Study Group will begin 
meeting again on September 10th at 10:30AM. Come join the group for this first 
meeting of the church program season and be part of planning for the future.  

The Zoom link as well as information regarding 
each weekôs focus will be shared via eConnect and 
through the groupôs listserv.  We invite you to come 
whether youôve been a long-time participant, a part 
of the group in the past, or have never attended.  

We hope to see you on the 10th!     
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Those Who Share Our Building  

Religious Organizations 

- Spiritus Christi 

- Quakers 

- LIFFE Church 

- United Christian 

    Leadership Ministries 

 - Womenôs Circle (winter) 

Theatre Troupes 

- Off Monroe Players 

- Open Road Theatre 

- Back Alley Fencing** 

Music Organizations 

- Hochstein Music School 

- Rochester Womenôs 

    Community Chorus 

- First Inversion 

- Pegasus Early Music 

- Organ Practice— 

    Eastman School of Music 

Community Organizations 

- NY Civil Liberties Union 

- Roc ACTS 

- HOPE for Haiti 

- Rochester Global Refugee 

    Services 

- Building Minds in South 

    Sudan 

Back Alley Fencing  
Here at DUPC for Many Years!  

 

Did the fencing competitions this summer at the 
2024 Olympics catch your attention? Did you know that DUPC is the home of 
Back Alley Fencing (BAF), a premier fencing club right in the heart of Roches-
ter? BAF has been offering classes at DUPC for quite some time now in our gym 
and they will be again this fall on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. 

 BAF has a new website and here's some of what their home page shares.  

ñBack Alley Fencing is committed to providing the Rochester community 
access to the Olympic sport of fencing in an encouraging and respectful  
environment. Fencing offers a total body work-out, 
developing flexibility, strength, power and endur-
ance. The intensity can  
be moderated to accommodate individual needs  
and capacities. It also involves mental agility and  
discipline." 

Whether you are looking to train for local or higher levels 
of competition, or you want to fence recreationally, Back 
Alley Fencing can accommodate your goals. BAF also 
works with a wide range of ages, from 6 to 70 and beyond.  

        You can check out their website at: http://backalleyfencing.com/. 
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Sunday Forum in September!  
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DUPC People News  
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Many in our community may remember last September  when Pat Tweet tested  

and advanced to Third Degree Black Belt in Isshin Ryu Karate (One Heart ay). This 

summer, on Sunday, July 14 she shared a testing ceremony in 

Ken Jutsu (Japanese Sword Fighting) with her sister Black 

Belts, Kathleen Fitzpatrick and Chloe Epstein at Legion Eyer 

Park in East Rochester. Their instructors were Third Degree 

Black Belts Deena Hucko and Rhonda Hudgins.  Pat and Kath-

leen advanced to Second Degree Black Belt and Chloe earned 

her First Degree Black Belt in this art.   

As demonstration that promotion is not an annual event, note 

that Pat and Rhonda tested for Second Degree in Isshin Ryu in 

2009, and Pat and Kathleen became Black Belts in Ken Jutsu in 

2018. Each test was intense, but also very rewarding!   

Pastor Phil Davis attended, and Nancy Brown 

attempted to, but found herself in another 

park in East Rochester! DUPC friends are 

welcome to visit weekly practice anytime (in 

the Hungerford Building on East Main Street 

in winter and inclement weather). Just ask Pat 

for days and times!  

Deena's husband, Dan Hucko, is the Master 

Photographer who created these images, and 

who also reminds us to always have our first 

aid kit on hand!  
L to R: Rhonda, Pat, Kathleen, Chloe &  

Deena (seated) 

             Thank You DUPC Family!  

Pat Tweet experienced another big event in her life 

recently, she and her wife moved to their new home! 

Pat shared this email to eConnect recently: 

Dear Church Family,  

Look who thought of us after worship today! As we 
cope with move-in Chaos! Note the lamp, unplugged, 

future location to be determined!!! . Thank you so much for the flowers, 
Jacque!  Thank you, also, to all others who have wished us well!!!  
Love, Pat Tweet 
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Inner Loop North Transformation Project  

Changes Coming to Our Neighborhood  

More People News  

Hello Gail, in an attached document are photos of Akuc 

Mawien Majok, she graduated from the university of Bhar  

El Ghzelle, a university located in Wau, South Sudan, with  

a bachelor of human health development, . Because of your 

personal gift, I was able to use those  

resources to her education and after four 

years of struggle she was finally awarded 

a bachelor degree last week.  

She and her two children will now move 

to Mayen Abun where she will work as assistant coordinator  

between Warrap state government and Doctors Without Bor-

ders. Akuc would have not had this opportunities without build-

ing Ajong primary school in 2012, we made a great difference 

in many young women lives and many more to come.  

Thank you,  Sebastian  

BMISS Thank You  to Gail Mott  

On Sunday, August 11, members of the DUPC community met with two women 

from Highland Planning, who shared information about the initial planning phase 

of the Inner Loop North Transformation Project. While this phase deals with the 

roadways, the next phase, Mobility and Development, was introduced, at the end  

of August. No doubt, the entire project will impact us in some form so DUPC staff 

will be keeping track and keeping you informed. 

To receive your own updates go to: https://www.innerloopnorth.com/ where you 

can find lots of information and sign up to receive emails directly to your inbox. 

Congratulations to Rae Allison-Stork who made the SUNY Oswego President's 

List for their second semester sophomore grades. Rae, whose 

major is Creative Writing, just began their Junior year this fall. 

Once they graduate, they hope to teach English with the Japan 

Exchange and Teaching Programme (JET) in Northern Japan. 

Keep them in your prayers for another successful semester.  



Save the Date!  
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DUPC Committees  

       Committee/Team                     Chair                         Meeting Day/Time 
 

      Addressing Spiritual Relevance        Ed Saphar                         TBD 

             (ASR) 

      Building and Property          Don Fairman & Joe Hancock        2nd Thursday, 7:30PM 

      Deacons                                co-Moderators: Henry Ehindero,     2nd Tuesday, 6:30PM 

 Jacque Hancock & Cindy Hamilton 

      Diversity, Equity, Inclusion                Pat Tweet                        2nd Wednesday, 4:00PM  

       and Belonging (DEIB)                 Raina Bouphavong 

       Finance Committee                            Sam King                        2nd Thursday, 5PM 

       Justice League                            Various Members                 1st Tuesday, 5:30PM 

       Nominating                              Bob Richane & Lea Kone          TBD 

       Personnel Team                                Sally Allison                     3rd Thursday, 10AM 

       Session                                      Moderator, Pastor Davis            3rd Tuesday, 7PM             

                                                Co-Clerks, TBD and Mary Rees        

      Space Use Committee                           Shared                            As Needed 

      Sunday Forum                                    David Lee              3rd Wednesday, 4:30PM 

      Worship Team                              Nancy Brown              1st Thursday, 7:15PM 

Sunday Forum ñComing in October!  

You'll want to plan now to attend the Sunday Forums at 9:45AM each Sunday in 
October. The theme is "Political Challenges for People of Faith" so you know the 
presentations will be both important and timely.  

David Cay Johnston, yes that David Cay Johnston who is periodi-
cally on MSNBC, teaches now at RIT, and has spoken at Forums 
in the past, will be presenting on October 13 and 20. Rev. Kevin 
Hershey will be the presenter on October 6 and Assemblyman 
Harry Bronson will be speaking on the 27th.  

The Sunday Forum Team hopes this series will be a thought- and 
spirit-provoking lead-up to the election on November 5.  

And donôt forget the forums coming in September! Check out page 8 for more info. 



A  2024 
   

 Newsletters arrive the 1st of every month. 
 Newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month. 

 

                                    
Classical Music Month 

National Suicide Prevention Month 
 

 
      Sunday, September 1                  9:00AM      Musician Warm-up                          

                                                10:00AM     Worship - Rev. Lynda Myers  

                     11:00AM     Coffee Hour in Sanctuary 

      Monday, September 2                     Labor DayðBuilding Closed 

      Tuesday, September 3                 5:30PM       Justice Team Mtg via Zoom  

      Thursday, September 5               7:15PM       Worship Team Mtg via Zoom   
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Celebrating  
September Birthdays!  

Linda Speer  

Giok Oey  

Taylor Duerr 

Reed Summers  

 

Ben Duerr 

Will Duerr  

Ian Eckert  

Matthew Swartz  

 

Claudette Mitchell  

Jim Tiefenthal  

Marcia Summers 



      Sunday, September 8                         9:45AM        Sunday Forum–Anti DEIB Laws     

                  10:00AM        Musician Warm-up  

                                        10:45AM        Nursery 

                   11:00AM        Worship - Rev. Phil Davis 

                   11:15AM        Sunday School 

          12:00PM        Coffee Hour in Sanctuary 

       Tuesday, September 10                   10:30AM        Bible Study via Zoom  

           6:30PM         Deacons Meeting via Zoom 

       Wednesday, September 11                7:00PM         Choir Rehearsal 

       Thursday, September 12                   5:00PM         Finance Team Mtg via Zoom 

                    7:30PM         Property Team Mtg via Zoom 

       Sunday, September 15                 10:00AM       Choir Warm-up  

                                         10:45AM       Nursery 

                    11:00AM       Worship - Rev. Phil Davis 

                    11:15AM       Sunday School 

          12:00PM        Golden Jubilee Luncheon 

           7:00PM         Sophia Circle via Zoom 

       Tuesday, September 17               10:30AM        Bible Study via Zoom 

           7:00PM         Session Meeting via Zoom  

       Wednesday, September 18                4:30PM         Sunday Forum Mtg via Zoom                                            

           7:00PM         Choir Rehearsal  

       Thursday, September 19                 10:00AM        Personnel Mtg via Zoom 

       Friday, September 20                      10:30AM        Friday Book Group via Zoom 

       Sunday, September 22                      9:45AM        Sunday Forum–Youth & Diversity 

                          10:00AM        Choir Warm-up  

                                        10:45AM        Nursery 

                   11:00AM        Worship - Rev. Phil Davis 

                   11:15AM        Sunday School 
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Meetings and Events ð Continued  



Downtown United Presbyterian Church  

121 North Fitzhugh Street 

Rochester, NY 14614 
 

Phone: 585-325-4000 

Email: office@downtownpresbyterian.org 

 1st Floor Bulletin Board ~ Celebrating James Baldwin  

The bulletin Board celebrating  the 100th Birthday of James Baldwin, will remain 

up through September. It includes many quotes from this prolific and essential black 

author, poet, and activist. If you arenôt familiar with his writings, or only know him 

for one or two of his works, now is the time to learn more.  

If you have a favorite quote that is not already on the bulletin board, please share it 

with Sally at RNLSMOM247@gmail.com and she will include it.  

         12:00PM         Coffee Hour in Sanctuary 

     Tuesday, September 24                   10:30AM        Bible Study via Zoom 

     Wednesday. September 25                7:00PM         Choir Practice 

     Sunday, September 29                      9:45AM        Sunday Forum - Diversity  

                                                                                          Failure?- the Gaza War                                                                          

                          10:00AM       Choir Warm-up  

                                       10:45AM       Nursery 

                  11:00AM       Worship - Rev. Phil Davis 

                  11:15AM       Sunday School 

Meetings and Events ð Continued  


