
Celebration!  

October 1, 2026 

 We live into Jesusõ inclusive call  
to love every person, care for creation,  

and work for Godõs justice. 
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 A Poem:  
òIn Celebration of Autumnó    
                        - Notes from Pastor Kristina  

Continued on page 5. 

A flute player stepped her way west 

Another flitted east. 

On the meadow on which they met 

I was sleeping on a high branch 

in a thick bush tree. 

They played for one another about the tree 

(a fairy child am I!) 

till they fell laughing to the ground 

till laughter settled calm against the mountains. 

Then began the one to play her song 

Harmony spilled from her companion 

Until I knew they knew 

Life is a soft petal 

Life is a rain bucket still wet 

Life is the sun on the meadow 

Life is the song that envelops me 

  in my hidden treasured spot. 

Up again they leap! 

west 

no east 

ah, south they leap! 
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Sunday Forums in October!  



October 18 - Gail Mott 

October 25 - Sally Allison 

Thank You!  
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 Liturgists for October  

On Tuesday, September 15th the Session held its monthly meeting. Below are 

highlights from the meeting. 

¶ Monthly Session meetings have returned to our traditional day of the month, the 

third Tuesday, except for approximately once a quarter when our Presbytery  

Representative, Rev. Twyla Boyer, will join us and to accommodate her Session     

will meet on the last Thursday of the month. Session meetings now begin at 

6PM rather than 7PM. 

¶ A major portion of this meeting was dedicated to a discussion that reviewed our 

discernment process thus far, and working on what still needs to be done as we 

continue to consider options, involve and inform the congregation, and plan for 

decision-making milestones. Several more congregational gatherings are being 

planned. The Session is committed to educating and engaging the congregation 

in various formats and times.  

¶ The Personnel Team report included information about recent changes in staff 

(see page 13 for more information) and an update on the work our staff is doing 

to prepare for the Fringe Festival.  

¶ Nancy Brown is taking an indefinite leave from the Justice Team and Session 

will ask that team to appoint a liaison to Session.  

¶ The next meeting of the Presbytery of the Genesee Valley will be hosted by 

DUPC on October 24th.  

Please continue to keep the Session in your prayers as elders work to follow 

the Holy Spiritôs voice and the voices of the congregation, especially with re-

gard to the future of our physical campus.  

October 4 - Nancy Brown 

October 11 - John DeHority 

Session Highlights - September  
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ONLINE GIVING 

Wherever you are, and whatever your need, know that  

you can reach out for support from the church in several 

different ways. You can call the office at DUPC at 325-

4000 and your call will be directed to Pastor Kristina or  

to the co-Moderators of the Deacons (Carol Samuel or 

Jacque Hancock). Email the pastor at:  khansen@    

downtownpresbyterian.org or one of the Deacons listed 

above at csamuel62@gmail.com, or jacqcrshnck@aol.com. 

Submit Your Worship Announcements!  

Letôs share widely what is happening in the life of our church. Each Sunday we  

set aside a time for announcements before the ringing of the chimes. If you have  

something you would like shared during that time, please send your information  

to Sally Allison at RNLSMOM247@gmail.com or text 585-727-2210  

by Saturday at 7PM. Or arrive at least 15 minutes before the start  

of Worship and provide a legible text of your announcement to the 

Liturgist. Priority will be given to information not listed in that  

weekôs bulletin.  

Thank you for helping to ensure that everyone is aware of the many 

opportunities available for involvement in and with our community. 

Did you know you can easily contribute to the Downtown United 

Presbyterian Church electronically? You can use the QR code to 

the right to make your contribution. Or, look for the donation  

button on our website home page www.dupc.org. Youôll find it  

in the upper right hand corner. You will be directed to the Tithely 

app/website. Thank you! 

Finding Support Together  
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On Sunday mornings you can fill out a Prayer Request Card and that will be shared 

with the congregation during Joys and Concerns or just with the Pastor and Deacons. 

Your church family is here to support you. 



Notes for PK-A Poem- Continued from page 1. 
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Blessed to be a Blessing!  

Rally Day Sunday, September 13th, was a great start to out 

program year. The choir returned, our Sunday worship went 

from 10 to 11AM, and we blessed backpacks for anyone who 

wanted to receive a blessing on their daily tote of any kind. You 

can see from the photo that many choir members joined in as 

well as adult congregants.  

We still have laminated tags that can be attached to YOUR bag 

(see the photos of above). These tags help remind us that we are loved and cared for 

every day, AND we can also be a blessing to others.  

If you didnôt get a tag on  

the 13th, let the Front Desk 

receptionist know and if 

there isnôt one available  

for the taking we can make 

more! 

Till alone again I hear their song 

echoing against the mountains 

on days when I sleep 

against my branch 

in my youth sweet 

echoing ever so softly still 

and in the Autumn 

the leaves scatter applause. 

 

May your eyes be open this Autumn to the movement of the Holy Spirit. 

May you find it in Worship, in Study, at Forum, in Service,  

and in the scattering of the leaves. 

  Blessings on the journey, PK 

    Rev. Kristina Hansen 
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The weather on both dates chosen for the Sophia Circle/Psalms+ Picnic did not  

cooperate, so the organizers hope to do something in the spring or next fall.  

HOWEVER,  Sophia Circle continues throughout the program year and for October, 

the groupôs discussion will focus on "The Dark Season of the Year." Our clocks 

will turn back, the days will grow shorter in light, and the earth in the northern  

hemisphere will begin to go fallow.  What does that mean to each 

of us? How do we move into the darkness and how do we  

maintain our ñlight?ò   

 

The book group reconvened after their summer hiatus and 

had rich discussions about books we read over the summer 

The book  chosen for October 16th will be The Calamity 

Club: A Novel by Kathryn Stockett. This novel, by the  

author of The Help, shares the story of a group of unbreaka-

ble women, fighting for whatôs rightfully theirsðand the 

power of friendship to change everything.    

ñThe Calamity Club will make you laugh, cry, and cheerð
an epic testament to underestimated women who know that 
calamity can be the spark of new beginnings. This is 
Kathryn Stockett at her most confident, heartfelt, and  
hilariousðthe triumphant return of one of the most  
beloved storytellers of our time.ò -Publisherôs summary 

The November read is Lula Dean's Little Library of Banned 

Books, A funny, poignant novel about censorship, friendship, 

and unexpected connections. And for December the choice is For Such a Time as 

This: An Emergency Devotional by Hanna Reichel.    

We hope you'll take some time out in the coming days to rest a little, and read a lit-

tle, and join us at any of the Third Friday discussions via zoom at 12 noon whether 

or not you have read that monthôs selection. 

 Third Friday Book Group - October Selection  

Sophia Circle Gathering in October  

Sophia Circle is gender neutral and offers participants a time of 

conversation and sharing on a wide variety of  topics. Each 

month, participants are encouraged to bring a reading, poem or 

prayer they would like to share.  
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Sacred Studies Group   

 Quaker Eco -Info -Plastics in Baby Food Pouches  

 

In a recent Greenpeace article titled, ñTiny Plastics, 

Big Problem: The Hidden Risks of Plastic Pouches 

for Baby Food,ò a study done by SINTEF Ocean 

conducted on baby food packages in pouches with 

spouts from the brands Danone Happy Baby Organics 

and Nestl®ôs Gerber baby food found not only tiny 

fragments of plastics, but also packaging-related 

chemicals.   

This type of baby food container has been on the  

market for 20 years and is now the number one  

method of baby food packaging worldwide. While  

they are quite convenient to store and use, the risks 

from nano-plastics and the leaching of chemicals from the pouch linings is concern-

ing. Studies and regulations have not kept pace with how these products are being 

used and how they might affect a vulnerable population  with rapidly growing bodies 

and brains.  

While it should be on the manufacturer to truly ensure safety, consumers are often 

the ones who have to learn about concerns, chose wisely, and vote with their dollars 

and their advocacy.  

To learn more you can go to :https://www.greenpeace.org/international/

publication/83101/hidden-risks-of-baby-food-plastic-pouches/. This page will  

provide an overview and a link to the full article.  

The group formerly known as Psalms+ Bible Study is now the Sacred Studies 

Group and they are off to a great start. The group studies a scared reading - poetry, 

lectionary, parables, other Bible passages, sacred writers, etc. 

- each Tuesday starting at 10:30AM. The choice is sent out  

a few days prior to that weekôs gathering along with the 

Zoom link.  

If you would like to be included on the groupôs email 

listserv, call the church office at 585-325-4000, send an 

email to office@downtownpresbyterian.org and come join  

in on any Tuesday at 10:30AMðeveryone is welcome! 
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 Arts Link  at Downtown United Presbyterian Church  

October Offerings  
    

   All-Community Choir Worship  
Sunday, October 18th, 11AM 

The All-Community Choir performs and invites 
congregational participation. 

Pegasus Early Music Concert 

ñParisò  
     Sunday, October 4th, 4PM 

18th century composers in Paris 
Pre-concert talk - 3:15PM 

As We Walk:  
First Inversion & the Harmonia Chamber Singers  

      Friday, October 23rd, 7:30PM 

     Featuring special guests,  
Buffaloôs Harmonia Chamber Singers, exploring the ways music 
brings us together across communities and along shared paths.    

 

Second performance on October 24th, 7:30PM   
at Calvary Episcopal Church in Williamsville, NY.  
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Our Fringe Experience - 2026  

From the initial idea, to the 
registration, planning,  

advertising, and preparations, 
to the welcome extended to 
the performers and  

audiencesðwe did it! Here  
in photos is a recap of the 
DUPC Fringe experience! 

Hungry Ghost 

B Side of Broadway 

Silver Rein 

Fringe Sunday Worship 

A Funk Affair 

Samuel Clemens A Pete Seeger Tribute 

What a Crowd! 



DUPC Committees  

       Committee/Team            Chair/Moderator             Meeting Day/Time  
 

      Building and Property         Don Fairman & Joe Hancock        2nd Thursday, 7:30PM 

      Deacons                            Jacque Hancock & Carol Samuel       2nd Tuesday, 6:30PM 

      DEIB                                                    Pat Tweet                         2nd Wednesday, 3:00PM  

      Finance Committee                    Sam King                          2nd Thursday, 5PM 

      Justice League                            Various Members                 1st Monday, 5:00PM 

       ñLeap of Faithò             None    Various/As Needed 

      Nominating                                        Pat Tweet                          TBD 

      Personnel Team                              Sally Allison                        3rd Thursday, 10AM 

      Session                                      Moderator, Pastor Hansen          3rd Tuesday, 6PM             

                                                Co-Clerks, Pat Tweet and Mary Rees  (last Thurs. once a quarter)     

      Space Use Committee                           Shared                           Last Friday, 3PM 

      Sunday Forum                                    Pat Tweet             3rd Wednesday, 4:30PM 

      Worship Team                              John DeHority             1st Thursday, 11AM 
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Dozens gathered at the Minnesota State Capitol on 

September 22nd to unveil the Stolen Neighbors 

Quilt. More than 150 people labored over 6 months 

to sew together over 11,000 quilt squares - each 

square representing one person out of an estimated 

number of Minnesota immigrants taken by ICE from 

the start of the second Trump term to the end of  

Metro Surge. Speakers highlighted that over 900 

more Minnesota neighbors have been stolen by  

ICE since that time.  

The powerful unveiling of the quilt inside the Capitol 

was followed by a spirited rally on the Capitol mall. The quilt was unrolled on the 

stairs as a moving symbol of the lives and families that have been destroyed by ICE 

terror.   -Thanks to Gail Mott for sharing this story on eConnect.  

An Act of  Love and Support!  


