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Interim Pastor’s Message 
 

 

 At two different Cottage Meetings this past month, someone asked for something that 
would lay out, in writing, the answer to the question: “Who has authority for what, in a 
Presbyterian congregation?”  Since I had had it in the back of my mind to write an 
article at some point about that, I took those two requests as a “nudge” by the Holy 
Spirit to just go ahead and do it now! 
 
So (with the caveat that I’ve likely forgotten some things), here is the basic idea: 
 
The Session     
Most decision-making responsibility lies with the Session. Session is responsible for such 
things as (this is not an exhaustive list): scheduling the time and place of worship; 
approving the administration of the sacraments; approving the choice of Sunday School 
curricula; setting the budget, including the allocation of mission money;  determining any 
special offerings to be taken;  hiring and firing staff (not including installed pastors); 
deciding on improvements and repairs to the property;  electing commissioners to 
presbytery; receiving new members into the membership of the congregation and granting 
letters of dismissal when requested; examining and ordaining ruling Elders that have been 
elected by the congregation; and (with the concurrence of the Minister of Word and 
Sacrament) the selection of hymnals, service books, bibles, and other more permanent 
worship resources.  
 
The pastors 
Ministers of Word & Sacrament have authority only regarding public worship. This includes 
the selection of scriptures to be read; the translation of the Bible to be used; the content 
of the sermon; the choice of prayers to be offered; the music to be sung; the content of 
any printed worship aids (the bulletin); and the use of drama, dance, or other art forms. 
Where there is a choir director, the minister will confer with that person on anthems and 
other musical offerings. The order of worship (that is, what order the various elements 
come in; for example, is the sermon in the middle or at the end) is the responsibility of 
the minister with the concurrence of the session.  
 

(Continued on next page.)  



(Continued from previous page.) 
 
The congregation 
The congregation votes on the following: the election of elders and deacons; calling new 
pastors (with the approval of presbytery); dissolving a pastoral relationship (with the 
approval of presbytery); changes to the terms of call (compensation, vacation, and study 
leave) of its installed pastors; and buying, selling, or mortgaging real property (with the 
approval of presbytery). 
 
The Presbytery  
With regard to actions a congregation might wish to take, the presbytery must approve:  
calls to a new minister, or a request to dissolve such a call; requests to buy, sell, or 
mortgage real property; the merger of congregations; and requests from a congregation 
to leave the Presbyterian Church (USA).  
 
I hope that gives you the basic idea of (as one person in a Cottage Meeting put it) “Who 
decides what?” As always, I’m happy to answer any questions! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Laurie 
 

 
For your information, here is Pastor Laurie’s weekly schedule: 

 

Pastor Laurie’s days off are Fridays. 
Also, Wednesdays are her sermon-writing day (at home.) She answers emails and calls 

on Wednesdays when the sermon is done -- usually late in the afternoon. 
 

Ltiberi@downtownpresbyterian.org 
585-325-4000 ext. 23 
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Liturgist’s Rotation Schedule for the Month of November 
 

Thank you for serving as liturgist! We are so glad you’ll be sharing your voice as we 
worship together. 

11/07 Kim McConnell 

11/14 John Williams 

11/21 Pat Tweet 

11/28 Lea Kone 

If you are serving as part of the liturgist rotation and you are unable to serve on a certain 
Sunday, please contact one of the alternates to line up your own substitute. Then email 
Penny Crudup at pcrudup@downtownpresbyterian.org to let her know who will be serving 
in your place. Alternates/substitutes are: Susan Richane, Callie Babbitt, and Ed Saphar. If 
none of the alternates are available, please email worship@downtownpresbyterian.org for 
assistance. 

 

 

 

 

SESSION OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 
 

· Session approved a 2.5% cost of living increase for church staff for 2022. 

· DUPC will join with Third and other churches to sell Palestinian olive oil in 
early December. 

 
· A Christian Education and Youth Ministry Team will be created as a team of 

the session. 
 
· The date for the Congregational Meeting is set for January 9, 2022. 

 
We welcome your comments at session@downtownpresbyterian.org. 
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September 24, 2021 
 
It is time for our Stewardship campaign, dear friends! We will dedicate our pledges on November 
14, 2021. 
  
The past two years have been filled with many ups and downs as we raversed this global pandemic. 
The COVID-19 variants are still looming. There have been many changes in our church. The good 
news is that we have endured together because of our love for each other and the very faith that 
brings us all to our church. God is good! 
  
Our yearly pledging is in many ways the foundation upon which we build all of our amazing 
programs and services. We are able to provide help and support for not only our own congregation, 
building, the staff, and the tenants, but also to the greater Rochester community. We continue 
striving for racial justice through helping Teen Empowerment, financial assistance to groups 
helping families coming from Afghanistan, and other justice ministries.  Our participation with 
Family Promise continues, assisting homeless families secure new living situations. We are now 
streaming our church services LIVE as they happen, through the purchasing of live-streaming 
equipment, a new sound board, and all of the growing pains in learning how to use them. Our 
church staff is wonderful, some of whom have been with us for 20+ years! The music program is 
phenomenal, and it’s so great to have the choir singing again. We are a truly blessed congregation. 
  
In order to continue with things we have come to love, and grow into what we want to become in 
the future, the session humbly asks that you pledge as you are willing and able. Without further 
ado, here are the FOUR steps for pledging! 
 

1. Fill out your pledge cards! 
 

2. Take a selfie with the back of your card, and share it on social media with why our 
church is a meaningful place for you with #godisgoodatdupc included. 

 
3. Three ways to turn in your cards: 

 
a. Mail it so it arrives before Stewardship Sunday, Nov. 14, 2021. 

  
b. Bring it to church; leave it on the offering plate on your way to your socially 

distanced seat, before Stewardship Sunday, Nov. 14.  
 

c. Email your pledge to: pcrudup@downtownpresbyterian.org before Stewardship 
Sunday on Nov. 14. 

4. Reminder: Send in your donation for 2021, if you still need to do this. If you already 
have, we thank you from the bottom of our grateful hearts.  

  
Faithfully, 

Your Session  

mailto:pcrudup@downtownpresbyterian.org
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Thank you for your pledge for 2022 as we continue to explore and 
grow together as a loving faith community. 

 
On behalf of the Session and in God’s loving embrace, 

Coriander Rainbeaux and Jonathan Nwagbaraocha 
 

 
 

FROM THE SUNDAY FORUM COMMITTEE 
The Sunday Forum Committee meets 11/18/21 at 7:00 pm. If you're interested in joining 
us, please contact Cori Rainbeaux (corianderwolf@gmail.com). Sunday Forums will be a 
little different than we're used to for now. Because of Covid-19 & variants, the logistics of 
sitting 6 feet away, and other current rules, we have decided that it is easiest to have 
forums on Zoom. We will be trying a few different times to coordinate with Fellowship 
Conversations. Some of the topics we want to present are: LGBTQ+ Q+A, What are some 
of the similarities and differences of various couples (Straight vs. Queer; white, Black, 
Biracial, immigrant; cisgender vs. non-binary), Refugee Support (Afghanistan), Policing 
and Mental Health Response, Critical Race Theory, 
being a Matthew 25 Church, Building Minds in South 
Sudan, possibly some More Light Presbyterian Teach-
ins, and much more.  

Look for our invitations to come soon!  

We are excited to see you and learn about these 
topics. 
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The Downtown Presbyterian Church is  
Inviting you to Come say Hello" and  

join in on our virtual "Fellowship 
conversations" via Zoom.us! 

 
It's a great way to share your thoughts, keep in touch, and get to know each other 
better! After soaking up the Summer sunshine, we look forward to hearing about your 
Summer experiences and plans for the Fall.  
 
We Welcome Your Presence, new friends,and especially those who cannot be in church 
in-person! Your pets are welcome too! Definitely looking forward to seeing You!  
 
In harmony,  
Marilyn   
585.794.3021 
 
When: Every Week on Sunday at 12:15 P.M. 
  Just Click the Link, Join and Unmute! Unmute yourself by clicking on   
  "unmute" in the lower left corner of the screen.  
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82819125701?pwd=OEhUMGhkR3N0WGhRN2l6V09wa0xrdz
09 
 
Info if needed: 
Meeting ID: 828 1912 5701 
Password: 865776 
 

If you change the way you look at things, the things you look at change. 
Wayne Dyer 

 

 

Our next read is a fiction 
by Anthony Doerr, Cloud Cuckloo Land 

 
We continue to meet virtually for now, on the 3rd Friday of each 
month at noon.  Our conversation runs a little over 1 hour.  You are 
I invited to join the discussion.  Just send me your email to me and 
you will get the zoom link a few days before we meet.  

Marie  mgibson@frontiernet.net 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82819125701?pwd=OEhUMGhkR3N0WGhRN2l6V09wa0xrdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82819125701?pwd=OEhUMGhkR3N0WGhRN2l6V09wa0xrdz09
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/w/wayne_dyer.html
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Advent Activity 
Hard to believe but we are quickly cruising toward  

the 2021 Advent Season. 
 
This year we will again be joining with Third Church in their Advent activity in support of 

Palestinian farmers and fair trade.  
 
This year several other congregations will be 
participating in this virtual Interfaith Palestinian 
olive oil and related products sale.   
 
To purchase the olive oil you will complete the on-line 
order form by November 14th.  found 
at: bit.ly/2EUQQJM   
 
You will pick up your olive oil products in person on 
December 5th from 1 to 3pm in the back parking lot of 

Third Presbyterian Church (off Arnold Park).  All purchases are by check ONLY made 
out to “One World Goods”, the local supplier of the Al’ard olive oil products.  And then 
enjoy the taste of this excellent olive oil or give it to your favorite friend as a Christmas 
present knowing you are supporting a good cause. (Folks at the Public Market returned 
for more, reporting the oil as excellent!) 
 
Elaine Johnson is the DUPC point person for this event. Questions to her 
at reedelaine68@gmail.com or c:281-3102 or h: 381-3018. Elaine is willing to deliver 
the products to your door if you are not able to pick them up yourself. 
 
We thank you for your support. 
 
 Product information and costs: 
 
  Extra virgin olive oil (250 ml)   $10 

  Extra virgin olive oil (500 ml)   $18 

  Organic extra virgin olive oil (250 ml) $14 

  Organic extra virgin olive oil (500 ml) $24 

  Za’atar (226g)     $10 Middle Eastern spice mix 

  Freekeh (500g)     $8 Roasted green wheat 

  Olives (580g)     $12 

  Maftoul (450g)     $9 Palestinian couscous 
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Hello Church Family, 
 
November is just around the corner and it’s time to wish Happy Birthday 
to all those in our congregation born in the eleventh month of the year. 
The Fall foliage in all its splendor seems to celebrate each of you. 
 

Best wishes for a Happy birthday and a wonderful year ahead. 
 

Marie Gibson 

Sally States 

Bonnie Lloyd 

Mary McDowell 

Craig Sellers 
Please remember to let us know if we have missed your birthday. We want 
to celebrate you too! 
 
With love, 
Downtown church Deacons 

 

 

 



Remembering Rev. Bruce Billman 
  



Justice League Corner  

• Coming soon to a church you love...new flags!   

• ROCActs (Jonathan's presenting on DUPC's anti-racism efforts 
 Wednesday) 

• Rev. Myra Brown will be officially 
announcing the naming of the Civil 
Rights  Heritage Site on Monday 
10/25, 5:30 pm, Baden Park, 525 

Upper Falls Blvd 

• Rev. Myra Brown will be the inaugural speaker for 
 the Dr. Marvin L. Krier Mich  Memorial Lecture 
 series Thursday,  11/4/21, 7 pm, St. John Fisher 
 College, Cleary Hall & on Zoom, "The Movement 
 Toward Racial Justice: A Faith-Based and 
 Grassroots Framework" 

• Transgender Day of Remembrance is an annual 
 observance on November 20th that honors the 
 memories  of the transgender people whose lives 
 were lost in acts of anti-transgender violence. 
 There will be a memorial service on Saturday 20th 
 at  4 pm at Martin Luther King, Jr. Park. The observance will provide an 
 opportunity for public lament and expression of grief at the structural and 
 interpersonal violence that has taken the lives of transgender people around the 
 world.  

• We're joining the Third Presbyterian Church’s Interfaith Olive Oil Advent Sale 
 (more info in this newsletter) 

• Sunday Forum Committee & the Justice League invited Alex McNeill, Executive 
 Director of More Light Presbyterians to speak on October 10, 2021.  

• DUPC was an ImageOut community partner for an outstanding documentary  film: 
 Building a Bridge.  

• Celebrated the Out and Proud life of Bruce Billman, with the forces of That All 
 May Freely Serve at the helm - Janie Spahr, Lisa Larges, & Ray Bagnuolo 

• Asked and received Session approval to  send a letter to the Pittsford Central 
 School District (PCSD) regarding growing concern the increasing number of racist 
 incidents taking place in and around the  school communities in Pittsford. 

• Asked and received Session approval to write a letter to President Biden with 
 concern about the horrific use of force against Haitians and Black asylum-seekers 
 at the US-Mexico border perpetrated by mounted officers of US Border Patrol. (A 
 letter for congregants to sign will be forthcoming) 

  



NOVEMBER MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
Newsletters arrive the 1st of every month! 

 
 
 Monday, November 1  7pm   Nominating Committee Meeting – Zoom 
  
 Tuesday, November 2  10:30am Psalm & Bible Study -Zoom 
     7pm  Session Meeting – Zoom 
 
 Wednesday, November 3 5:30pm Justice League Meeting – Zoom 
     7pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 
 Thursday, November 4  5pm  Worship Committee Meeting – Zoom 
     7pm  Congregational & Community   
       Engagement Meeting – Zoom 
 
 
 Sunday, November 7  Daylight Saving Time Ends 
     11am  Worship 
     12:15pm Coffe Hour Fellowship Time – Zoom 
 
 Monday, November 8  7pm  Nominating Committee Meeting – Zoom 
 
 Tuesday, November 9  10:30am Psalm & Bible Study – Zoom 
     6:30pm Deacons Meeting – Zoom 
 
 Wednesday, November 10 7pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 
 Thursday, November 11 5pm  Finance Meeting – Zoom 
     7:30pm Property Team Meeting 
 
 Saturday, November 13 11am  Memorial Service for Walt Sanborn 
  
 
 Sunday, November 14  11am  Worship 
      12:15pm Coffee Hour Fellowship Time - Zoom 
      7pm  WomanSpace Gathering – Zoom 
 
 Monday, November 15  7pm  Nominating Committee Meeting – Zoom 
 
 Tuesday, November 16  10:30am Psalm & Bible Study – Zoom  
      7pm  Session Meeting – Zoom 
  
 Wednesday, November 17 7:30pm Website Team Meeting – Zoom 
      7pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 
 Friday, November 19  12noon Round Table Book Group – Zoom 



 
 Saturday, November 20 12noon Newsletter Article Submission Deadline  
 
 
 Sunday, November 21  11am  Worship 
      12:15pm Coffee Hour Fellowship Time - Zoom 
 
 Monday, November 22  7pm  Nominating Committee Meeting – Zoom 
 
 Tuesday, November 23  10:30am Psalm & Bible Study – Zoom 
 
 Thursday, November 25 Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
 Saturday, November 27 10:30am Memorial Service for Peter Mott 
 
  
 Sunday, November 28  11am  Worship 
      12:15pm Coffee Hour Fellowship Time - Zoom 
 
 Monday, November 29  7pm  Nominating Committee Meeting – Zoom 
 
 Tuesday, November 30  10:30am Psalm & Bible Study - Zoom 
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