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 We live into Jesusõ inclusive call  
to love every person, care for creation,  

and work for Godõs justice. 

All this night bright angels sing, 

Never was such caroling, 

Hark! a voice which loud-ly cries, 

ñMortals, mor-tals, wake and rise. 

Lo! to glad-ness turns your sadness: 

From the earth is risôn a Son, 

Shines all night thoô day be done.ò 

Wake, O earth, wake every thing, 

Wake and hear the joy I bring: 

Wake and joy; for all this night, 

Heavôn and every twinkling light, 

All amaz-ing, still stand gaz-ing, 

Angels, powôrs and all that be, 

Wake, and joy this Son to see. 

Hail! O Son, O bless¯d Light, 

Sent into this world by night; 

Let Thy rays and heavônly powôrs, 

Shine in these dark souls of ours. 

For most duly, Thou art tru-ly 

God and Man, we do con-fess: 

Hail, O Sun of Righteousness! 

All This Night Bright Angels Sing  
William Austin (1587 -1633)  



 Liturgists for December  

Thank You!  

2 

Worship Leaders in December  

December 7 - John DeHority 

December 14 - Rev. Deb Swift 

December 21 - Music Sunday 

December 24 - Rev. Deb Swift 

December 28 - Alan Jones &  
                               John DeHority     

December 7 - Kim McConnell 

December 14 - Susan Richane 

December 21 - Sally Allison 

December 24 - Ted Richane 

December 28 - John DeHority   

News From the Worship Team!  

The month of December will be filled with many and varied worship experiences. 

Above you will find the worship leaders for December. Below is more about each of 

these worship experiences.  

12/7    Come be a part of  Advent Music Sunday where strings and oboes will join with 

 our piano, organ, and choir, and enjoy the annual Advent Festival (see page 3). 

12/14  Rev. Deb Swift will lead our worship on this third Sunday of Advent. 

12/21  Music Sunday- Lessons & Carols (No nursery or Sunday School for this service.) 

12/24  Christmas Eve Worship - Sharing the Christmas story together along with  

 our traditional singing of Silent Night as the sanctuary is bathed in candlelight. 

12/28  Enjoy this last worship of 2026 with our annual tradition of music led by Alan 

 Jones & Christmas stories read by John DeHority. (No Sunday School on this day.) 

We look forward to sharing worship with you throughout this special time of the year. 

Join us in person or on our livestream.  

Note: There will be no Communion served in the month of De-

cember. Due to the first Sunday of this month being quite 

busy, communion was moved to the last Sunday in November 

per Sessionôs approval. 
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ONLINE GIVING 

Wherever you are, and whatever your need, know that you can 

reach out for support from the church in several different ways. 

You can call the office at DUPC at 325-4000 and your call will be 

directed to the co-Moderators of the Deacons (Cindy Hamilton or 

Jacque Hancock). Via email: office@downtownpresbyterian.org 

or one of the Deacons listed above at cjh14609@gmail.com, or 

jacqcrshnck@aol.com respectively. On Sunday mornings you can fill out a Prayer  

Request Card and that  will be shared with the congregation during Joys and Concerns  

or just with the Deacons.  

In this time of transition, the Rev. Celie Katovich remains available to provide pastoral 

support. She can be reached at revcelie@gmail.com or by calling315-877-3302. You are 

never alone. 

Submit Your Worship Announcements!  

Letôs share widely what is happening in the life of our church. Each Sunday we  

set aside a time for announcements before the ringing of the chimes. If you have  

something you would like shared during that time, please send your information  

to Sally Allison at RNLSMOM247@gmail.com or text 585-727-2210  

by Saturday at 7PM. Or arrive at least 15 minutes before the start of 

Worship and provide a legible text of your announcement to the  

Liturgist. Priority will be given to information not listed in that  

weekôs bulletin.  

Thank you for helping to ensure that everyone is aware of the many  

opportunities available for involvement in and with our community. 

Did you know you can easily contribute to the Downtown United 

Presbyterian Church electronically? You can use the QR code to 

the right to make your contribution. Or, look for the donation  

button on our website home page www.dupc.org. Youôll find it  

in the upper right hand corner. You will be directed to the Tithely 

app/website. Thank you! 

Giving the Gift of  Caring  
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Session Highlights  

On Tuesday, November 17th, the Session held its monthly meeting. Below are 

highlights from the meeting. 

¶ Beginning in the new year (2026) Session approved a change of meeting day to 

the fourth Thursday of each month from the current third Tuesday. This will 

allow our Pastoral Transitions Commission  (PTC) representative ,Twyla Boy-

er, to attend Session meetings.  

¶ The job description for the Stated Supply Pastor position that was amended and   

approved by the Session was sent to the Pastoral Transitions Commission 

(PTC) for approval. Once approved a search can begin in earnest.  

¶ Session approved the transfer of $5,000 in early 2026 to the Justice Neighbor-

hood Fund from the Session Mission/Benevolence Fund to support families 

with which we have been working. 

¶ Discussion was held regarding a letter sent by a congregant to Session regard-

ing the church budget. A response will be sent from the co-Clerks to that indi-

vidual. 

¶ The Session received reports regarding the work of the ñLeap of Faithò team 

and a discussion was held about next steps. Plans for a letter to be sent to the 

congregations were made to provide updates.  

¶ John DeHority reported on the November meeting of the Presbytery of Genesee 

Valley. 

¶ The Personnel Committee reported on the resignation of staff member Andrea 

Piccone (see page 7). 

¶ The Nominating  Committee reported on the slate of candidates to be presented 

at the November 23rd Congregational Meeting.  

Please keep our Session in your prayers as we seek to listen to each other  

and our own hearts and to the voice of the Spirit and to discern  

what is best for our beloved church as we move forward.  

 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be 

among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for 

me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is 

from of old, from ancient days.  -Micah 5:2 
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 Psalms+ Study Group  

From November 25 through December 16th the  Psalms+ 

Bible Study Group will be discussing ñConversations on 

the Nativity.ò Attendees will share personal nativity sets 

they use during the Christmas season, and visit some of 

the more exotic Nativity scenes online, like the live ones 

some churches do, or the variations of scenes people use in their front yards.  

The Zoom link will be sent out to the group and via eConnect. Not part of either 

email group? You can email the church office at office@downtownpresbyterian.org. 

Third Friday Book Group for December  

The book chosen for our first discussion of 2026 is Miracles and Wonder: The 

Historical Mystery of Jesus by Elaine Pagels. Renowned historian and writer 

Pagels returns to the study of Jesusô life and teachings with a career-capping  

question: ñWhat makes the stories of Jesus so powerful that countless peopleé

continue to read and engage them, even stake 

their lives on what they find there?ò  

The Group meets at 12 noon, and all are welcome whether you have read the 

book or not. The Zoom link will be sent out on eConnect later in the month.   

Early in her career, Elaine Pagels changed 

our understanding of the origins of Christi-

anity with her work in The Gnostic Gospels. 

Now, in the culmination of a decades-long 

career, she explores the biggest subject of 

all, Jesus.  

In Miracles and Wonder she sets out to dis-

cover how a poor young Jewish man in-

spired a religion that shaped the world.  

ñThis is a brilliant and necessary book. So-

ber, wise, respectful, and fearless." ðJon 

Meacham, author of The Soul of America 

"Pagelsôs story is for believers and non-

believers alike.ò ðTara Westover, author 

of Educated  
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Religious Organizations 

- Spiritus Christi 

- Quakers 

- Womenôs Circle (winter) 

Theatre Troupes 

- Off Monroe Players 

- Open Road Theatre 

- Back Alley Fencing 

Music Organizations 

- Hochstein Music School 

- Rochester Womenôs 

    Community Chorus 

-Rochester Gay Menôs  

     Chorus 

- First Inversion 

- Pegasus Early Music 

- Organ Practice - 

    Eastman School of Music 

Community Organizations 

- NY Civil Liberties Union 

- RocACTS 

- H.O.P.E. Haiti 

- Rochester Global  
    Refugee Services 
- Building Minds in South        
Sudan 

Businesses  

 - Disco Sugar Cakes 

Those Who Share Our Building  

Helping to Feed Our Neighbors  

in this Season of  Giving!  

Thank you to everyone who donated in November to 

our food collection effort. As you can see Carol Snook 

was able to deliver quite a bit of food to the Rochester 

Family Mission located on Tremont St which is fairly 

close to DUPC. Carol did some research and learned 

that this pantry is a part of Foodlink, and they thought 

that it would be a good choice for our donations.  

Joseph Taylor helped load Carolôs car so our donations 

will likely be on some tables this holiday season! 

Thank You, Andrea! Weõll Miss You 

On Tuesday, November 25th, a farewell reception was held for 

Andrea Piccone, our Bookkeeper and Receptionist Coordinator. 

Andrea will be starting a new job that better serves her financial 

needs. In the two and a half years she was with us she not only 

kept the books, and scheduled the front desk coverage, she also 

helped to keep the often voluminous church calendar for our  

congregation, tenants, and outside renters alike. Several members 

of DUPC and most all of the church staff were in attendance and the well wishes  

were heartfelt and plentiful. Best Wishes, Andrea, we hope you will come visit! 
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 Arts Link  
at Downtown United Presbyterian Church  

    

Sunday, December 7th  

Advent Special Music Sunday 

Come hear the DUPC choir accompanied by strings and oboe. 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday, December 7th, 3PM  

The Rochester Gay Menôs Chorus  

             Holiday Concert 

 Journey with the RGMC from the  

softening hush of winterôs arrival to the 

sparkling brilliance of festive light. 

     Use discount code DUPC25 for $5 off.   
 

                                                    Sunday, December 14th, 4PM  

                                                             Pegasus Early Music: The Holly,  

                                                                the Ivy, and the Rose.  

                                                                         Carols for the season from medieval and  

                                                                         renaissance England, including music  

                                                                         by King Henry VIII.  
 

Sunday, December 21st 

Music Sunday - Lessons and Carols 

Worship with Advent inspired  music and readings. 

December Offers Amazing Music!  
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Sophia Circle ñDecember Gathering  

òLeap of Faithó  October Report 

Our Mission: To find opportunities that are aligned with the values of DUPC  
to take the Institute Building ñoff the booksò so DUPC resources are not required  
to operate and maintain it. Along with this was the re-statement that the DUPC  
congregation would want to maintain the Sanctuary and Taylor Chapel for its use. 

As has been reported, the law firm of Harter Secrest & Emery was engaged pro bono 
to review the43NorthRE proposal for the development of the Institute Building. 
Many questions were posed and those pertaining to 43NorthRE were referred to  
Joel Barrett. He responded back in kind. 

Jim Vesperôs Interim Report to Session November 18 stated: While Harter Secrest & 
Emery has not provided any specific recommendations to DUPC, it has become 
clear that any path forward in converting the Institute Building to workforce housing 
will require DUPC financial and leadership involvement. 

In the meantime the Leap of Faith team met with a team from the Quakers to explore 
the possibility of a partnership. We met on November 13 and realized that we did 
not have a common perspective of a partnership. 

At the November 18 Session meeting it was requested that the Leap of Faith team 
meet with Spiritus Christi to determine if they have the financial resources to pur-
chase and maintain the buildings. Please note the plural: buildings. The team will 
meet soon after Thanksgiving to put together a purchase price and details of annual 
maintenance costs. The Spiritus proposal includes a 5-year rent free offer for DUPC. 

Team members: Carol Snook, Nancy Brown,  
Don Fairman, Bill Mackey, Susan Richane,  
and Jim Vesper 

On Sunday, December 21st at 7PM Sophia Circle will hold their December meeting. 

Via Zoom. That eveningôs discussion topic will be ñAn Open Conversation on 

Christmas and the Nativity.ò What thoughts, memories, and feelings 

does this time of year bring up and how does our faith inform our 

celebrations. 

Sophia Circle offers participants a time of conversation and sharing 

that is inclusive and gender neutral. The Zoom link will be sent out 

via eConnect or email office@downtownpresbyterian.org 
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Save the Date!  


