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October 1, 2024 

To my Sisters, Brothers, and Kin of The Downtown United 
Presbyterian Church 

Commensality means eating and drinking at the same 
table. Shared meals are an investment in creating, building, 
and maintaining important relationships. Sharing meals 
was a practice of the early Christian Church. Everyone ate 
together, regardless of social status, race, class, gender, or 
economic worth.  

The biblical Book of Acts reports that the disciples, 
ñdevoted themselves to the apostlesô teaching and to  
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer ...   
All the believers were together and had everything in  
common ... They broke bread in their homes and ate  
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and  
enjoying the favor of all the people." (Acts 2:42-47) 

Commensality contributes to spiritual development through 
togetherness and giving everyone a sense of belonging and 
value. 

On Sunday October 20, 2024 as part of worship we will 
share a meal together and use our time at table and in con-
versation as the basis for creating and building stronger  
relationships among the church family. I hope to see you 
there. 

Peace, 
Your Brother In Christ, 
Pastor Phil 

Note from the Pastor  
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Forward From 50: Lighting the Way  
The PRISM Concert ~ Save the Date!  

 
On Sunday, October 13th, at 4PM, we will continue our year-long 50th  Anniversary 

celebration with a Downtown Arts Community PRISM Concert, showcasing the many 

arts community members and organizations that have a presence at the Downtown 

United Presbyterian Church. A free-will offering collected at the door will benefit 

the ROCMusic Collaborative: an ñEl Sistemaò inspired program that pro-

vides free  

lessons, ensemble experience, instruments, and performance opportunities  

to youth who reside in the city of Rochester. 

The PRISM concert will take place in our beautiful, historic sanctuary and will be 

packed with performances ranging from soloists to small ensembles, choruses, dance, 

and short theatre pieces. Curated by Dr. Lee Wright, the program blends diverse artistic 

offerings into a memorable event for arts lovers of all kinds. This remarkable and lively 

presentation in PRISM style features performances from different corners of the sanc-

tuary, proceeding from one 5-minute offering to the next without applause until the  

end of the approximately 75-minute program. 

We are looking forward to presentations by Off Monroe Players, Rochester Gay Menôs 

Chorus, Rochester Womenôs Community Chorus, Thomas Warfield, Open Road  

Theater, the Spiritus Christi Gospel Choir, the DUPC Chancel Choir, First Inversion, 

Pegasus Early Music, Hochstein Chamber Music, ROCMusic Studio Strings, Eastman  

organist Aaron Tan, The Mount Hope World Singers, and Alan Jones and Lee Wright. 

A reception in the Hallock Lounge following the concert will give all of us a chance to 

mingle with the performers and learn more about opportunities to engage with each of 

the community arts organizations represented. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

about:blank
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October Liturgists  

October 6 - Pat Tweet 

October 13 - David Lee 

Thank You!  

Accessing Spiritual Support  

Whether you are wanting to request prayers for yourself, a family member, or a friend, 

or have a concern or joy that you would like to share, Your DUPC community is here 

for you. You can  reach out in several different ways. You can reach out by phoneðcall 

the office at DUPC at 325-4000 and your call will be directed to the pastor and/or the 

co-Moderators of the Deacons (Henry Ehindero, Cindy Hamilton, or Jacque Hancock). 

You can also leave a voicemail for the pastor at extension 123. You can also reach out 

by emailing the pastor at pdavis@downtownpresbyterian.org or one of the Deacons 

mentioned above at  hehindero@gmail.com, cjh14609@gmail.com, or 

jacqcrshnck@aol.com.  

And on Sunday mornings you can fill out a Prayer Request Card and it will be collect-

ed during the hymn following the sermon. You can then have your prayer request shared 

with the congregation or just with the pastor and Deacons.   

ñBear one anotherôs burdens,ò Galatians 6:2a  

 

   October 20 - John DeHority 

   October 27 - John Williams 

We will wrap up our year of Jubilee Celebrations with an all-church catered lunch-

eon on Sunday, November 10th following worship.  Save the date and watch for 

more details about this special time of kinship and good food! 

 Your 50th Anniversary Planning Team, 
   Nancy Brown, Kim McConnell, Becky Parks,  
   Carol Snook, Lee Wright 

 

  Forward from 50:  Lighting the Way! 

Final Golden Jubilee Celebration!  

Sunday, November 10th  
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o One World Goods 

o Alianza Agricola 

o Veterans for Peace, 

o The LGBT+ Giving Circle 

o PGVôs Racial Justice, Peace, & 

 Advocacy Working Group (RJPAWG) 

o Rochester Witness for Palestine 

o Witness Palestine Film Festival 

o Friends of Rochester Public Market 

o MK Gandhi Institute for Nonviolence 

o Pencils & Paper, 

o Poor Peopleôs Campaign 

o Farmworker Justice 

o Eastern Service Workers 

o Oasis Faculty 

The Justice Committee/ League has made a hard, but necessary decision to take a  

hiatus, possibly until the first of the year. We no longer have a critical mass of able-

bodied participants, and hope to do some recruitment. 

Despite this decision, it is essential that the congregation recognizes the work we have 

undertaken in 2024. The Justice Committee, AKA the Justice League, has championed 

a wide array of justice projects. 

~  We participated in a rain-soaked Ceasefire in Gaza March in front of City Hall. 

~  The Justice League donated $1,000 each to Doctors Without Borders (MSF- ab-

breviation in French) and the Middle East Childrenôs Alliance (MECA) both of which 

are presently working on the ground in Gaza. 

~  We partnered with CRCDS to present the Christian Faith LGBT+ Experience 

Spring Lecture. The film 1946: The Mistranslation that Shifted a Culture was  

followed by a Q&A with the director. 

~  We made 120 lunches to support the Juneteenth marchers and sent a delegation 

to march in the Juneteenth parade. 

~  Some of us marched in the Pride March, carrying the DUPC banner. We were 

also supported by Justice members cheering from the sidelines. 

~  We introduced and supported the postcard project ï sending postcards to  

people in swing states, urging them to register to vote. 

~  We sent numerous emails to eConnect regarding Justice issues and offering op-

portunities for action. 

~  We donated $1,000 to Teen Empowerment. (Learn more about the grand opening 

of their new center on page 13.) 

~  Along with serving on DEIB, Justice, and  the Golden Jubilee Committee, these are 

some of the projects our members support and volunteer with: 

Report from the Justice League  
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Did you know you can contribute to Downtown United Presbyterian 

Church electronically? Click here to go to the donation page, or you 

can use the QR code to the right to make your contribution. Or, look 
for the donation button on our website home page in the upper 

righthand corner. 

 Session Highlights  

ONLINE GIVING  

Here are some highlights from the Stated Session Meeting held on September 

17th. 

¶ For the first time since the start of the pandemic, the Session meeting was held 

in person at Nancy Brownôs home with a few elders attending via Zoom.  

¶ The Session shared heartbreak and best wishes with departing elder, Raina   

Bouphavong who joined the first part of the meeting via Zoom.  

¶ After some substantive discussion, the Session voted unanimously to designate 

one Worship service a month as a time of repast and conversation. The first  

service of this kind will be held on Sunday October 20 in the sanctuary. A light 

meal will be served and congregants attending will be encouraged to converse 

on a number of topics.  

¶ A motion was approved to limit Session meetings to two hours, except in       

exceptional circumstances. 

Our next Sophia Circle gathering will take place on Sunday evening, Oct. 20th,  at 

7PM via Zoom. The discussion for this month will center on the video of Joanna Macy 

speaking on the topic of   "Spirituality and Climate." Here a is the 

link -- Joanna Macy: Climate Crisis as a Spiritual Path .  She is a 

scholar of Buddhism, General Systems Theory, and Deep Ecology 

and has written 12 books. 

Sophia Circle is a time of conversation and sharing that is inclusive 

and gender neutral. All are welcome. Have a topic youôd like to dis-

cuss? Contact Marie Gibson at mgibson@frontiernet.net with ideas! 

Sophia Circle - òSpirituality and Climateó 

about:blank#/tithely/give-one-time/5999584
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQAYVKqTkKo
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The selection for October as chosen by the group is X·chitl Gonz§lezôs Olga Dies 

Dreaming. This novel was chosen as the 2024 Rochester Reads selection, and the 

author will be in town on October 15th for an event at the Strong National Museum 

of Play. You can learn more about that event and 

the Rochester Reads annual tradition here https://

wab.org/upcoming_events/rochester-reads-2024/.  

     It's 2017, and Olga and her brother, Pedro 

"Prieto" Acevedo, are bold-faced names in their 

hometown of New York. Prieto is a popular con-

gressman representing their gentrifying Latinx 

neighborhood in Brooklyn while Olga is the tony 

wedding planner for Manhattan's powerbrokers. 

  Despite their alluring public lives, behind closed 

doors things are far less rosy. Sure, Olga can or-

chestrate the love stories of the 1%, but she can't 

seem to find her own...until she meets Matteo, 

who forces her to confront the effects of long-held 

family secrets...  

All are welcome whether you have read the book or not. The Zoom link will be 

sent out on eConnect later this month.   

3rd Friday Book Group  

Join Us ~ October 18  

Psalms Plus Study Group  

Come Join Us Tuesday Mornings  

The Psalms+ Bible Study Group is back in full swing and weôve already had 
some lively discussions. Each week we read and discuss the 
chosen scripture and share with each other how we interpret 
it, and how it relates to our daily lives.  

The Zoom link as well as information regarding each 
weekôs focus will be shared via eConnect and through the 
groupôs listserv.  We invite you to come whether youôve 
been a long-time participant, a part of the group in the past, 
or have never attended.  



                                                                                                                                   7 

Those Who Share Our Building  

Religious Organizations 

- Spiritus Christi 

- Quakers 

- LIFFE Church 

- United Christian 

    Leadership Ministries 

 - Womenôs Circle (winter) 

Theatre Troupes 

- Off Monroe Players 

- Open Road Theatre 

- Back Alley Fencing 

Music Organizations 

- ** Hochstein Music   
 School 

- Rochester Womenôs 

    Community Chorus 

-Rochester Gay Menôs  

     Chorus 

- First Inversion 

- Pegasus Early Music 

- Organ Practiceð 

    Eastman School of Music 

Community Organizations 

- NY Civil Liberties Union 

- Roc ACTS 

- HOPE for Haiti 

- Rochester Global Refugee 

    Services 

- Building Minds in South 

    Sudan 

Highlighting Hochstein Music School  

The Hochstein School has been a tenant of the 

Downtown Church for 20 years and counting. 

Most any day that you are at DUPC you are 

likely to see students of all ages coming in and 

out of the Institute Building, often carrying 

their instruments and heading to the fourth 

floor. On Saturdays you will find them on the 

second floor in the Shaw Room, Celebration 

Hall, and the Back Dining Room. And it likely goes without saying that their main 

residence on the corner of Church and Plymouth where they have been since 1975 

is the former Central Church building.  

Dr. Gary Palmer, the Dean of Students in 2004 and 

the current President and Executive Director recently 

wrote, ñIt has been a blessing to have DUPC as our 

expansion space - it made it possible to expand our 

orchestral program to what it is today.ò Go check out 

their website today at  https://hochstein.org/. And 

come hear the Hochstein Chamber Music Orchestra 

at the DUPC PRISM Concert on October 13th.! 
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Sunday Forum in October!  
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Water for South Sudan ñNew Water Storage System  

Water for South Sudan (WFSS) has been providing clean water to the people of South 

Sudan since 2005, and we have now drilled over 660 wells, serving well over half a  

million people. In addition to well drilling, well rehabilitation, hygiene education and 

sanitation (providing latrines), WFSS has also begun moving into providing more impact 

through the construction of water storage systems.  

WFSS is currently raising funds for our next water storage 

and distribution system. These innovative systems rely on 

solar-powered energy to pump water into a raised water 

tower and distribute clean water through underground  

piping to multiple water taps throughout a community.  

A water storage system can serve up to 5,000 people,  

significantly decreasing the time women and girls spend  

collecting water for their families. 

WFSS wells and water towers provide clean and safe 

drinking water. Our systems tap into underground aquifers 

that are replenished naturally 

through rainwater. The  

natural filtration of rock, sand 

and gravel in the soil often  re-

moves many contaminants, but WFSS goes further by testing 

the water from every well and water storage system to ensure 

itôs free from bacteria and other contaminants that may have 

been introduced near the well from the surface. If there are any 

contaminants, WFSS shocks the water with chlorine and also 

helps communities become self-sufficient in this work. 

Furthermore, we have developed village savings projects 

around the water towers, supporting communities to collect 

small amounts of money for water usage. These community 

funds are saved for future repairs, and are also used to provide microfinance loans to 

women to start small businesses in their communities. 

You can contribute to this life-saving project by visiting the donate page HERE, or by 

sending a check to Water for South Sudan, Inc., PO Box 25551, Rochester, NY 14625. 
 Donate by Oct 31! 

Thank you to our long-time friends at Downtown Presbyterian 

Church for your ongoing support! Salva is well and continues to 

serve the organization as Senior Strategy Director. He is also busy 

with his familyï his four children and wife Rebecca are all well. 

about:blank


DUPC People News  
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Remembering Jane Coons   
  by Helen Ganotis  

 It has been almost three years since we lost our beloved 
friend Jane Coons who died at age 91 in November of 2021 
after many years of quiet and dedicated service to her 
church. She was a true pillar of our congregation. 

 Jane and her sisters Marcia and Esther grew up in Syracuse. 
Jane came to Rochester in the fifties to accept a teaching  
assignment in the West Irondequoit School District where she 
taught math for many years, and she joined Brick Church in 
the fifties. 

Jane was a member of Brick/DUPC for over 60 years and was always ready to help the 
church she loved. She served on Session for a while, but mostly we remember her as a 
Deacon where she served for years and years, with great dedication and faithfulness. 
Whether it was giving rides to fellow church members, delivering flowers to a member 
in the hospital, visiting a homebound member, helping with Communion or pouring 
coffee at a Memorial Service, Jane was there and always willing to help. She worked 
diligently, seeking donors for the flowers. In the last  year of her life, when walking 
and standing were difficult, there she was, helping at a Memorial Service in the sum-
mer of 2021, still actively serving as a Deacon. 

Over her long history as a member of DUPC so many church members were touched 
by Janeôs acts of kindness and concern. Janeôs loyalty to DUPC was striking. She 
stayed and remained faithful to DUPC even 
when her nephew, Bob Hill, became the Senior 
Minister at Asbury Methodist Church. 

Jane was close to her sister, Esther Laventhol,  
a resident of New York City, and Ms. Laventhol 
knew how important Janeôs mission was to make 
sure there were flowers at worship every Sunday. 

With this in mind, she gave a 
generous donation to the 
church after Janeôs death an 
those funds were specifically 
earmarked for Sunday flowers.  

That gift has enabled us to enjoy beautiful flowers each Sunday and 
will continue to do so for several years. Ms. Laventhol will be 
thrilled to know that we fondly remember Jane each Sunday when 
we enjoy the beautiful flowers arrangements.  

Jane pictured here on the lower left. 
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Merger Memories Luncheon ~ More Memories Made  
 

We had such an enjoyable  
afternoon on September 15th 
after Worship as about 45 of us 
ate lunch together and heard 
many wonderful stories from 
current members recalling the 
1974 merger. Many thanks to 
Ed Saphar, Karen Hultz, Mary 
Bookout, Sam King, Dave 
McDowell, Joan and Bill 
Mackey, and Carol Samuel,  

(as pictured below from left to right). They each shared their memories of the joining of 
First, Brick, and Central congregations to form the Downtown United Presbyterian 
Church. It was so interesting to 
hear about the pastors and choirs, 
session meetings and Sunday 
schools, the finances and building 
logistics, and the Lake Ave. Bap-
tist Church fire that seemed to be 
the final catalyst for the merger to 
actually happen!  If you missed 
the program, you can view a  
recording by heading to the Wor-
ship Archive page of our website. 
Thank you to Don Fairman from the Planning Team for making that happen!  

Thank You!  
   Thank you to all of you who have helped during these five weeks of 

healing from my leg fractures. Thereôs more healing to go, but your 

prayers, visits, cards, calls, and treats have really kept me connected 

and positive. I especially appreciate those members of Deacons and  

Justice  (and my wonderful family) who have helped me unpack all the 

boxes of kitchen equipment from my old kitchen and arrange them in my 

new kitchen. Iôm so grateful to be a part of this loving church family! 

   Blessings to all of you,  

    Grania 

More People News  



Save the Date!  
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Apple Picking at Wickham Farms - Join Us!  

Mary Bookout and Becky Parks are inviting YOU to join them  

on Friday, November 1st! As in years past, we will have a  

contingent of apple pickers meet at 9AM, at Wickham Farms  

in Penfield.  

This event is organized by DUPC member Mary McDowell who  

works at Wickham Farms. Many community people pick apples  

and deliver them to local food pantries, and our DUPC folks  

have picked and delivered to Family Promise (formerly RAIHN), 

 The Community Food Cupboard, Webster HOPE, Inc., and the  

Irondequoit Food Cupboard. We always have a wonderful  

time (unless it is snowing!). Hope to see some of you there! 

 

A Screening of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, Oct 6  

11:30 am - 2:30 pm 

Hosted by: Keeping the Faith  

& Gates Presbyterian Church  

1049 Wegman Road, Rochester NY  

There will be time for discussion 

following the film.  
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DUPC Committees  

       Committee/Team                     Chair                         Meeting Day/Time 
 

      Addressing Spiritual Relevance        Ed Saphar                         TBD 

             (ASR) 

      Building and Property          Don Fairman & Joe Hancock        2nd Thursday, 7:30PM 

      Deacons                                co-Moderators: Henry Ehindero,     2nd Tuesday, 6:30PM 

 Jacque Hancock & Cindy Hamilton 

      Diversity, Equity, Inclusion                Pat Tweet                        2nd Wednesday, 4:00PM  

       and Belonging (DEIB)                 Raina Bouphavong 

       Finance Committee                            Sam King                        2nd Thursday, 5PM 

       Justice League                            Various Members                 On hiatus through 12/2024 

       Nominating                              Bob Richane & Lea Kone          TBD 

       Personnel Team                                Sally Allison                     3rd Thursday, 10AM 

       Session                                      Moderator, Pastor Davis            3rd Tuesday, 7PM             

                                                Co-Clerks, TBD and Mary Rees        

      Space Use Committee                           Shared                            As Needed 

      Sunday Forum                                    David Lee              3rd Wednesday, 4:30PM 

      Worship Team                              Nancy Brown              1st Thursday, 7:15PM 

 
Celebrating the Grand Opening of  the  

New Teen Empowerment Center!  

On Thursday, September 19, DUPC 

and Justice League member, Gail Mott, attended the  

ribbon-cutting ceremony for the grand opening of the 

new Barrack and Michelle Obama Youth Center on  

Genesee Street. Teen Empowerment in Rochester met in 

our Institute Building in their formative years, and the 

Justice League, along with other DUPC members, have 

been loyal supporters since that time.   

Gail shared, ñThere was a large enthusiastic and  mostly 

young crowd there . Director Doug Ackley gave a mov-

ing thank you to everyone who has made the Barack and 

Michelle Obama Teen Empowerment Center possible.ò  



DUPC Welcomes Kehar Khan! - by Grania Marcus  

Kehar Khan came to Downtown Church in June 2024, after he and his family were  

resettled in Rochester as religious refugees from Pakistan. He chose our church after 

reading about DUPCôs history as a congregation that had long taken to heart Jesusôs 

call to welcome the stranger and do justice. 

In 1994, Kehar, then a teenager whose family of origin is  

Muslim, converted to  Christianity. His devotion to his faith  

and church led him to marry a Christian woman, Sheeba, and 

to have his 4 children baptized. In 2006, Kehar and his family began their  lengthy  

odyssey fleeing persecution because of their Christianity. Throughout, they were  

sustained by a steadfast faith in Christ and their hope for safety and security. 

In the strict Muslim country of Pakistan, a branch of the Taliban is prominent 

and  Muslims who convert to Christianity are often persecuted and killed. Keharôs own 

uncle and other family members tried to force him to embrace Islam again. When 

he refused, Kehar and his family began their 10-year long journey from 2006-2016 

to escape death threats from groups that threatened to kill him and his family if he did 

not renounce Christianity. They repeatedly had to search for homes, jobs and schools, 

and then leave them behind in an endless struggle to survive. The family was forced to 

move eight different times to and within seven different cities in Pakistan to escape the 

many threats and beatings that Kehar and his older son endured. In Hyderabad, a Paki-

stani branch of the Taliban, Tarik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), kidnapped Kehar, beat 

him with sticks and  tortured him for many hours. He was eventually freed and the 

family fled to Karachi.  

After a few months, in August 2016, they finally reached 

safety in Bangkok, Thailand,  leaving all behind: their coun-

try of birth, their home, the good friends and some family 

members that had stood by them, Keharôs nearly completed 

Ph.D. studies in Economics at the University of Pakistan, and his last job as Director of 

Human Resources at a university in Pakistan. Keharôs childrenô had to leave their 

schools as well (they had attended seven schools in four years).  

In Bangkok, Kehar and his family began the process of rebuilding their shattered lives, 

and under the auspices of the UN, applied for asylum on the basis of religious persecu-

tion, multiple death threats, and physical attacks. They were granted refugee status. 

In a testament to Keharôs faith, strength and determination, during the 

familyôs seven and- a-half years living in Bangkok, he completed his 

Ph.D. in Human Resources and  Organizational Development (2022), 
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obtained a job as Head of Humanities and Social  Science at a college, published two 

professional articles, presented his research at six conferences in several countries, and 

pursued the familyôs visas to live and work in the US.  

These remarkable achievements culminated in the US Citizenship and Immigration 

Services (USCIS) granting Kehar and his family visas with unconditional work authori-

zation and Social Security numbers. In March of this year, they were resettled 

in Rochester. The two younger children are in school, and Keharôs older son, daugh-

ter, and wife have found jobs. Kehar is seeking a position related to his profession-

al experience and education. You can view his LinkedIn profile here:  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kehar-khan-phd-90b832ba/ 

We are honored to welcome Kehar to DUPC and Rochester! 
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The map to the right shows the seven places 

that Kehar lived in Pakistan. In order: 

1. ShikarpurïKeharôs birthplace 

2. Sukkurïwhere Kehar lived when he  

 married Sheeba 

3. LarkanaïWhere Kehar got his first  

 professional job at the university 

4. Quetta (he moved in & out twice, see #6) 

5. Nawabshah 

6. Quetta (again) 

7. Hyderabad 

8. Karachi 

Karachi 

Hyderarbad 

Quetta 

Nawabshah 

Shikarpur 

Sukkur 
Larkana 

Pakistan 


