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Celebration of Worship
March 29th, 2026 11:00 AM

Palm Sunday

Click Here to Watch

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, 
please complete a PPrraayyeerr RReeqquueesstt CCaarrdd, including the name of the person 

or event, and additional information you'd like to share. Prayer Requests will be 
collected during the hhyymmnn ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee sseerrmmoonn to share with the pastor and/or Deacons.

Prelude Meditation on “Filled with Excitement” HOSANNA
Listen for the tune of our processional hymn, which is new to this congregation.

Words of Welcome Rev. Kristina Hansen

Announcements Susan Richane

Chime

*Call to Worship (Taught by Love, mod.)
One: Blessed are those who delight in worship! 

Blessed are they who worship in God's name!
MMaannyy:: WWee ggiivvee tthhaannkkss ttoo GGoodd!! GGoodd''ss sstteeaaddffaasstt lloovvee eenndduurreess ffoorreevveerr!!

HHoossaannnnaa!! LLoouudd HHoossaannnnaa!!
One: This is the day that the Lord has made!
MMaannyy::LLeett uuss rreejjooiiccee aanndd bbee ggllaadd iinn iitt!! HHoossaannnnaa!! LLoouudd HHoossaannnnaa!!
One: Hosanna!  Let everyone look to Jesus who points the way!
MMaannyy:: LLeett eevveerryy ttoonngguuee wweellccoommee CChhrriisstt’’ss vviissiioonn!! HHoossaannnnaa iinn tthhee hhiigghheesstt!!

HHoossaannnnaa!! LLoouudd HHoossaannnnaa!!
*Prayer of Invocation (Taught by Love, mod.)

TThhiiss iiss yyoouurr ddaayy,, HHoollyy GGoodd.. EEvveerryy ddaayy bbeelloonnggss ttoo yyoouu..
WWee eemmppttyy oouurrsseellvveess bbeeffoorree yyoouu ssoo tthhaatt tthheerree wwiillll bbee rroooomm ffoorr yyoouurr eennttrraannccee
iinnttoo oouurr mmiinnddss aanndd hheeaarrttss.. WWee aarree rreeaaddyy ttoo llaayy ddoowwnn oouurr ccooaattss aanndd ggaatthheerreedd

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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bbrraanncchheess ttoo pprreeppaarree tthhee wwaayy ttooddaayy.. WWee wwiillll jjooiinn iinn ssiinnggiinngg tthhee ssoonnggss
ooff pprraaiissee aanndd wwiillll eevveenn ddaarree ttoo sshhoouutt hhoossaannnnaa!!
FFrreeee uuss,, wwee pprraayy,, ttoo eenntteerr ffuullllyy iinnttoo tthhee jjooyy aanndd ggllaaddnneessss
ooff wweellccoommiinngg tthhee OOnnee wwhhoo ccoommeess iinn yyoouurr nnaammee,,
wwhhoossee ggoooodd nneewwss wwee wwiillll ccaarrrryy iinnttoo aa wwaaiittiinngg wwoorrlldd
aanndd wwhhoo ttaauugghhtt uuss ttoo pprraayyeerr ttooggeetthheerr……
†† OOuurr CCrreeaattoorr,, wwhhoo aarrtt iinn hheeaavveenn,, hhaalllloowweedd bbee tthhyy nnaammee.. TThhyy SSppiirriitt ccoommee!!

TThhyy wwiillll bbee ddoonnee,, oonn eeaarrtthh aass iitt iiss iinn hheeaavveenn.. GGiivvee uuss tthhiiss ddaayy oouurr ddaaiillyy
bbrreeaadd,, aanndd ffoorrggiivvee uuss oouurr ddeebbttss,, aass wwee ffoorrggiivvee oouurr ddeebbttoorrss.. AAnndd lleeaadd
uuss nnoott iinnttoo tteemmppttaattiioonn,, bbuutt ddeelliivveerr uuss ffrroomm eevviill,, ffoorr tthhiinnee iiss tthhee SSppiirriitt,,
aanndd tthhee ppoowweerr,, aanndd tthhee gglloorryy,, ffoorreevveerr.. AAmmeenn..

*Processional Hymn Filled with Excitement HOSANNA

(Music may be found on page 8.)
The Choir will lead a procession down the center aisle and 

up the side aisles during the singing of the hymn. 
The congregation is invited to follow with waving palms.

Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
MMeerrcciiffuull GGoodd,, wwee kknnooww hhooww wwee ssaanngg ffoorr jjooyy wwhheenn CChhrriisstt ccaammee iinnttoo oouurr lliivveess,,
aanndd hhooww wwee hhaavvee nnoott aallwwaayyss ffoolllloowweedd hhiimm aass hhee lleeaaddss uuss oonn tthhiiss jjoouurrnneeyy..
WWhheenn wwee hhaavvee hhiiddddeenn oouurr ffaacceess ffrroomm tthhee ppaaiinn aanndd ssuuffffeerriinngg ooff oouurr wwoorrlldd;;
WWhheenn wwee hhaavvee ttuurrnneedd aawwaayy ffrroomm tthhee ccrriieess ooff tthhee ppoooorr,, tthhee hhuunnggrryy,, tthhee
oopppprreesssseedd;; aanndd wwhheenn wwee hhaavvee bbeeeenn lluurreedd bbyy pprroommiisseess ooff wwoorrllddllyy ggaaiinn
iinnsstteeaadd ooff ffoolllloowwiinngg yyoouurr ttrraannssffoorrmmiinngg WWoorrdd -- ffoorrggiivvee uuss..
RReessttoorree uuss wwiitthh yyoouurr SSppiirriitt aanndd gguuiiddee uuss ttoo aa rreenneewweedd ppuurrppoossee,,
SStteeaaddffaasstt GGoodd.. HHeellpp uuss ttoo hhaavvee tthhee ssaammee mmiinndd aass CChhrriisstt,, ssoo wwee mmaayy kknnooww
yyoouurr pprroommiisseess;; ttoo hhaavvee tthhee ssaammee hheeaarrtt aass CChhrriisstt,, ssoo wwee mmiigghhtt sseerrvvee
yyoouurr cchhiillddrreenn;; ttoo hhaavvee tthhee ssaammee SSppiirriitt aass CChhrriisstt,, ssoo wwee mmiigghhtt ggoo
wwhheerreevveerr yyoouu lleeaadd uuss..

(A moment of silence is observed for listening and personal prayer.)
One: May this season of lengthening days be a season 

of strengthening spirits.  
MMaannyy:: WWiitthh lliivveess ooppeenn ttoo ttrraannssffoorrmmaattiioonn,, wwee pprraayy oouurr eeaarrnneesstt pprraayyeerr.. AAmmeenn..
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Scripture Song of the Day Psalm 118:14-29

AAllll SSiinnggiinngg::
AAllll gglloorryy,, llaauudd,, aanndd hhoonnoorr,, ttoo tthheeee,, RReeddeeeemmeerr KKiinngg

ttoo wwhhoomm tthhee lliippss ooff cchhiillddrreenn,, mmaaddee sswweeeett hhoossaannnnaass rriinngg..

Spoken responsively:
One: The Lord is my strength and my might;
MMaannyy:: TThhee LLoorrdd hhaass bbeeccoommee mmyy ssaallvvaattiioonn..
One: There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
MMaannyy:: ““TThhee rriigghhtt hhaanndd ooff tthhee LLoorrdd ddooeess vvaalliiaannttllyy;;
One: the right hand of the Lord is exalted; 

the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.”
MMaannyy:: II sshhaallll nnoott ddiiee,, bbuutt II sshhaallll lliivvee,, aanndd rreeccoouunntt tthhee ddeeeeddss ooff tthhee LLoorrdd..
One: The Lord has punished me severely, but did not give me over to death.
MMaannyy:: OOppeenn ttoo mmee tthhee ggaatteess ooff rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss,, tthhaatt II mmaayy eenntteerr tthhrroouugghh tthheemm

aanndd ggiivvee tthhaannkkss ttoo tthhee LLoorrdd..
One: This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.

((MMuussiiccaall RReessppoonnssee aass aabboovvee..))

One: I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
MMaannyy:: TThhee ssttoonnee tthhaatt tthhee bbuuiillddeerrss rreejjeecctteedd hhaass bbeeccoommee tthhee cchhiieeff ccoorrnneerrssttoonnee..
TOne: his is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
MMaannyy:: TThhiiss iiss tthhee ddaayy tthhaatt tthhee LLoorrdd hhaass mmaaddee;; lleett uuss rreejjooiiccee aanndd bbee ggllaadd iinn iitt..

((MMuussiiccaall RReessppoonnssee aass aabboovvee..))

One: Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!
MMaannyy:: BBlleesssseedd iiss tthhee oonnee wwhhoo ccoommeess iinn tthhee nnaammee ooff tthhee LLoorrdd..

WWee bblleessss yyoouu ffrroomm tthhee hhoouussee ooff tthhee LLoorrdd..
One: The Lord is God, and God has given us light.
MMaannyy:: BBiinndd tthhee ffeessttaall pprroocceessssiioonn wwiitthh bbrraanncchheess,, uupp ttoo tthhee hhoorrnnss ooff tthhee aallttaarr..
One: You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my 

God, I will extol you.
MMaannyy:: OO ggiivvee tthhaannkkss ttoo tthhee LLoorrdd,, ffoorr GGoodd iiss ggoooodd,,

ffoorr GGoodd''ss sstteeaaddffaasstt lloovvee eenndduurreess ffoorreevveerr..
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AAllll SSiinnggiinngg::
AAllll gglloorryy,, llaauudd,, aanndd hhoonnoorr,, ttoo tthheeee,, RReeddeeeemmeerr KKiinngg

ttoo wwhhoomm tthhee lliippss ooff cchhiillddrreenn,, mmaaddee sswweeeett hhoossaannnnaass rriinngg..
TThhoouu ddiiddsstt aacccceepptt tthheeiirr pprraaiisseess;; aacccceepptt tthhee pprraayyeerrss wwee bbrriinngg,,
WWhhoo iinn aallll ggoooodd ddeelliigghhtteesstt,, tthhoouu ggoooodd aanndd ggrraacciioouuss KKiinngg..

AAllll gglloorryy,, llaauudd,, aanndd hhoonnoorr,, ttoo tthheeee,, RReeddeeeemmeerr KKiinngg
ttoo wwhhoomm tthhee lliippss ooff cchhiillddrreenn,, mmaaddee sswweeeett hhoossaannnnaass rriinngg..

Time with Young Disciples Robin Sheikh

Music for Reflection Hosanna David Conte
“Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God.
Hosanna in the highest.”

Gospel Reading Matthew 21:1-11
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send 
them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet:

“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you,
humble and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the 
colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,

““HHoossaannnnaa ttoo tthhee SSoonn ooff DDaavviidd!!
BBlleesssseedd iiss tthhee oonnee wwhhoo ccoommeess iinn tthhee nnaammee ooff tthhee LLoorrdd!!

HHoossaannnnaa iinn tthhee hhiigghheesstt hheeaavveenn!!””
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 
“Who is this?” The crowds were saying, 

““TThhiiss iiss tthhee pprroopphheett JJeessuuss ffrroomm NNaazzaarreetthh iinn GGaalliilleeee..””

Sermon Brave and Steadfast Rev. Hansen

*Hymn  Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! MARION

(Verses 1-3, Music may be found on page 10.)
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Joys and Concerns
Prayers for Healing and Justice

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Music    Motherless Child American Negro Spiritual
“Sometimes! Sometimes! Arr. Adolphus Hailstork

Sometimes I feel like a motherless child a long way from home. 
Sometimes I feel like I’m almos’ gone, way up in the heavenly land.

Sometimes I feel like a motherless child a long way from home.”
Elijah Gebers and Isa Apodaca, soloists

*Doxology   
PPrraaiissee GGoodd ffrroomm wwhhoomm aallll bblleessssiinnggss ffllooww;;
LLeett ssoonnggss rriissee uupp ffrroomm eeaarrtthh bbeellooww;;
LLeett ssttaarrss aanndd ggaallaaxxiieess eenntthhrroonnee;;
CCrreeaattoorr,, CChhrriisstt,, aanndd SSppiirriitt,, OOnnee!! AAmmeenn..

Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn A Cheering, Chanting, Dizzy Crowd CHRISTIAN LOVE

(Verses 1-4, Music may be found on pg 9.)
Benediction

Postlude Fantasy Johann Pachelbel

Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
AAnndd aallssoo wwiitthh yyoouu..
Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another..
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TThhaannkk yyoouu ttoo……
Rev. Kristina Hansen

Liturgist: Susan Richane

Chancel Choir Members
Soprano: Cecelia Allchin*, Isa Apodaca, Nicole Knickerbocker*, 

Lindsey Puc, Joan Sussman   
Alto: Alyssa Koh, Leah Rosenman

Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling
Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers, 

Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier*
*on temporary leave  

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission 
under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398

SSuunnddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 2299
Palm Sunday

9:45AM   Sunday Forum, Hybrid 
10:00AM   Choir Warm-up
10:45AM   Nursery
11:00AM   Worship—Rev Hansen
11:15AM   Sunday School
12:00PM    Refreshments

TTuueessddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 3311
10:30AM   Psalms+ Bible Study

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, AApprriill 11
7:00PM     Choir Practice

TThhuurrssddaayy,, AApprriill 22
11:00AM   Worship Team Mtg, Hybrid
6:00PM    Maundy Thursday Service

FFrriiddaayy,, AApprriill 33
10:30AM   Meditation Walk, Highland 

Park
SSuunnddaayy,, AApprriill 22

Easter Sunday
10:00AM   Choir Warm-up
10:45AM   Nursery
11:00AM   Worship—Rev. Hansen
12:00PM   Refreshments, Sanctuary   

CCoommiinngg uupp aatt DDoowwnnttoowwnn UUnniitteedd PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann CChhuurrcchh



8



9



10



11

WWeellccoommee VViissiittoorrss!!
WWee lliivvee iinnttoo JJeessuuss’’ iinncclluussiivvee ccaallll ttoo lloovvee aallll ppeeooppllee,,

ccaarree ffoorr ccrreeaattiioonn,, aanndd wwoorrkk ffoorr GGoodd’’ss JJuussttiiccee..

NNuurrsseerryy CCaarree is available for young children beginning in the library and 
moving to C-23 on the second floor. Parents are welcome to come up with 
their children if they would like.
SSuunnddaayy SScchhooooll - Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during 
the “Time with Our Youth” and then will follow their teacher to the Sunday 
School room. 
YYoouu mmaayy ppllaaccee yyoouurr ooffffeerriinngg in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can 
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to 
the church. 
TThhiiss iiss aa HHeeaarriinngg LLoooopp eeqquuiippppeedd ssaannccttuuaarryy – please switch your hearing aid
to the “T” (telephone) position. 
†† WWee sseeeekk to use diverse images and liberating language about divine pres-
ence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns 
and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.
** AAnn aasstteerriisskk iinnddiiccaatteess “please rise in body or spirit.”
WWee hhooppee yyoouu wwiillll jjooiinn uuss after worship for conversations and refreshments!   
Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.
JJooyyss aanndd CCoonncceerrnnss –– If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift 
in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the 
worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and any other 
information that you would like to be shared. The requests will be collected 
during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the Deacons.

IIff yyoouu wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo hhoonnoorr ssoommeeoonnee oorr aa ssppeecciiaall eevveenntt wwiitthh fflloowweerrss you can 
purchase a bouquet ($35)  for a future worship service by contacting 
Deacon Helen Ganotis at <helenganotis@gmail.com>.   
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TThhee DDoowwnnttoowwnn CChhuurrcchh SSttaaffff

SSeessssiioonn
The Rev. Kristina 

Hansen, Moderator
Nancy Brown 

Jason Cloen
John DeHority 
Sally Allison 

Jim Vesper 
Pat Tweet
Mary Rees

DDeeaaccoonnss

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org

Andrea Folan
Helen Ganotis
Jacque Hancock
Elizabeth Katz

Stephen Lloyd
Grania Marcus
Sandy Morales
Gie Oey

Becky Parks
Carol Samuel
Kelley Sheils
Marilyn Terpening 

Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Rev. Kristina Hansen, Senior Pastor
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
David Mear, Business Manager
Baker Mohammed, Bookkeeper
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Penelope Paredes, Nursery Coordinator

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator &            
Sunday School Teacher  

Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry

PPaarriisshh LLeeaaddeerrss
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session

Jacque Hancock an Carol Samuel - co-Moderators of Deacons 





A prepared, community take-away meal, including 
a peanut butter & jelly sandwich, chips, an apple, 
a juice box, and a cookie will be handed out on
SSuunnddaayy,, AApprriill 1122, following worship at DUPC. 
This free lunch will be staffed by volunteers 
from bbootthh TThhiirrdd PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann CChhuurrcchh aanndd DDUUPPCC.

There IISS a Free Lunch!

Timeline

 April 8-10 - Shop for supplies

 April 11, 2PM - Pack lunches - Third/DUPC

 April 12, 12:30 -1:30 - Distribution at DUPC

(Perishable leftovers will be given to the Open 
Door Mission/Grace House. Non-perishable 

items will be kept for future use.)

Would you like to help out 
with this joint community 
effort? VVoolluunntteeeerrss are 
needed, so check out the 
timeline below to see 
how you can help out!


