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Land acknowledgement

WWee aacckknnoowwlleeddggee wwiitthh rreessppeecctt tthhee SSeenneeccaa NNaattiioonn,, kknnoowwnn aass tthhee 
““GGrreeaatt HHiillll PPeeooppllee”” aanndd ““KKeeeeppeerrss ooff tthhee WWeesstteerrnn DDoooorr”” ooff tthhee 
HHaauuddeennoossaauunneeee CCoonnffeeddeerraaccyy.. WWee ttaakkee tthhiiss ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ttoo tthhaannkk 
tthhee ppeeooppllee oonn wwhhoossee aanncceessttrraall llaannddss wwee ccuurrrreennttllyy rreessiiddee iinn 
RRoocchheesstteerr,, NNeeww YYoorrkk..  

TToo lleeaarrnn mmoorree aabboouutt aanncceessttrraall llaannddss uuppoonn wwhhiicchh wwee lliivvee aanndd wwoorrkk,, 
pplleeaassee vviissiitt NNaattiivvee--LLaanndd..ccaa



Growing a more
Just, Verdant, and 
Peaceful world

Mission statement, MacArthur Foundation



professionally
● SJF Class of 2020
● B.A. Sustainability and Sociology
● Previously worked at SMSJ 

Episcopal Church
● Community Tree Ambassador
● Project Manager, RIT 

Sustainability

Who am I?
personally

● Erin “E” Turpin (she/her/ella)
● NYC native, military brat
● urban gardener, beekeeper, artist, 

activist, environmentalist



ST. MARKS & ST. JOHN’S

SMSJ is a mission-driven spiritual home in the 
Beechwood community seeking to:

❖ Address food insecurity, community 
health and underlying causes of poverty

❖ Build strong partnerships with community 
organizations, higher-ed institutions, faith-
based groups, and the City of Rochester

❖ Provide spiritual healing and inspiration
through worship

❖ Promote healthy, beautiful, and green
spaces in the neighborhood



EMMA/Beechwood

% of families with single female 
head of household 

77%

1 in 5
Neighborhood households do 
not have access to a vehicle

Of households are housing-cost 
burdened

42%

% of residents living below the 
poverty line

59%

Median household incomes
➢ Beechwood: $28, 842
➢ EMMA: $22,206

Data from 2020 Comprehensive Neighborhood Plan, Connected Communities 



MISSION PROGRAMS overview 
E.D.E.N. Gardens

- 7 Urban Gardens in  
Beechwood

- Completely volunteer 
managed

- Produce is given to neighbors 
in an effort to reduce food 
insecurity 

Food Shelf

-Foodlink partner agency
-Distribution of nutritionally-valued 
foods once a week
-Food delivery was born out of a 
need for access to food during 
COVID-19 pandemic (no longer 
active)

Farm Stand

-Fresh produce is sold at 
low prices at Saturday 

Farm Stand (July-
September) 

SOOP Interns 
-6 week teen-employment 
program 
-EDEN Gardens are used 
as a learning tool for job 
and life skills
-Leadership, gardening, 
food justice, healthy 
habits, etc.

-”Seed Sowers and Storytellers”
-Youth program focused on
-Children K-6th Grade
-Focused on “green” curriculum, using 
the neighborhood and gardens as 
classrooms

Freedom Scholars 
Learning Center



EDEN Gardens

Garden captains manage their own 
gardens and volunteers throughout 

the harvest season

Harvested and distributed:
~4,500 lbs in 2020, 

~32,000lbs since 2014 !

Began in 2013  to grow produce in 
a neighborhood facing food 

insecurity

Every Day Eating Naturally - Rochester, NY 



EDEN GARDENS contd.

Education Job Training Community Gathering/Recreation  

The gardens have expanded past their original purpose to grow produce in a neighborhood facing food 
apartheid: they have become green oases for….

SOOP Interns 2019 
and 2021



Composting



Gardens



Gardens



ST. MARKS & ST. JOHN’S
capacity building opportunity 
turned into a life-changing 
experience





history of 490 Farmers 

2017

2020 2022

2021

grassroots crew 
gets 490 started!

first paid staff + 
board of 
directors

nonprofit status 
gained

expansion across 
Meigs St.



plot member benefits

● sslliiddiinngg ssccaallee ppaayymmeenntt
● sshhaarreedd ttoooollsshheedd
● wwaatteerr ccaattcchhmmeenntt ssyysstteemm
● ccoommppoosstt aanndd ssooiill
● lleeaarrnniinngg ffrroomm ppeeeerr ggaarrddeenneerrss
● bbaarrtteerriinngg pprroodduuccee



sustainability 
through urban ag

composting beekeeping

rainwater catchment

upcycling materials

local food consumption



18

building 
community
through
our 
connection
to land



Rochester Ecology Partners

REP is a non-profit that serves 
members of the Greater Rochester 
community who need opportunities to 
learn about nature and connect with 
their community. Our nature based 
programs lead to improved individual, 
community, and environmental 
health. 

❖ Nature-based Education
❖ Community Cultivation
❖ Environmental Health

rocecology.org 

What does 
it mean to 
have a right 
to nature?



● 88% of children under 18 are getting less 
than 1 hour of daily physical activity

● 32% of students in Monroe County reported 
depression symptoms

● 72% of students in Monroe County spent 3+ 
hours on an average school day using a 
computer or smartphone for something 
that is not school work

● The average American child spends 
only 4-7 minutes a day in unstructured 
outdoor play, while logging 7.5 hours 
in front of electronic screens.



“Passion is lifted from the earth itself by the muddy 
hands of the young; it travels along grass-stained sleeves 
to the heart. If we are going to save environmentalism 
and the environment, we must also save an endangered 
indicator species: the child in nature.”
― Richard Louv, Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children
from Nature-Deficit Disorder







Ways to Get Involved
● Continue educating yourself! 

○ ROC 2034 Plan, inc. the section on Urban Agriculture 
○ ACT Rochester, Food and Health Connection in the Finger Lakes 

Region
● Volunteer with SMSJ, or other urban gardens in Rochester,    

examples include:
○ 490 Farmers
○ Flower City NOIRE
○ Foodlink Community Farm
○ ...and many more!

● Volunteer with Rochester Ecology Partners
● Join the Urban Agriculture Working Group 
● Rochester Youth Year // AmeriCorps



http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
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