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Third Presbyterian Church, Rochester,
NY

Social Justice History
(personal highlights)

Charles Finney (1830-31)
equal education for all, refused communion to slave holders, women led prayer

Paul Moore Strayer (1903-25)
applied Social Gospel to ministry, active union supporter,
helped form precursor to United Way

William Hudnut (1946-64)
active in Civil Rights Movement, first woman elder ordained at Third

Lillian Alexander (elder)
led overture to allow ordination of women to ministry in 1955

Eugene Bay (19778-87)
Third Church became a More Light Church in 1987

John Wilkinson (2001-20)
Rod Frohman (1998-2021)

initiated and sustained many social justice and community ministries
addressing hunger, housing, education and discrimination

Elders Beth Laidlaw, Laurie Mahoney and Ralph Carter
formed Antiracism Team in 2020

Rebecca Segers (2022 -) 
first called female Senior Minister and Head of Staff



Third Presbyterian Church
Rochester, NY

Social Justice Ministries

Hunger: Grocery Run
Food cupboard

Dining room ministry

Housing: Family Promise
Habitat for Humanity

Education: School Tutoring
Great Schools for All

Advocacy: Antiracism Team
More Light Team

IPeace Team

Collaborations: RocACTS
Kenya Partnership
Community Table




